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This November citizens in the City of Damascus will vote on whether the City should disincorporate, Since
Damascus is within Clackamas County, people have questions about how disincorporation might affect the
County’s relationship with Damascus residents and property owners.

Answer: According to the Secretan/ of State -dlsmcorporatlon will re“qu.lre Qes votes by a majorltv
of all electors (citizens who are both eligible and registered to vote), not just a majority of those who
do vote in the November election. As ofJuIy 20, 2012, Damascus had 6,864 registered voters,

Answer: 1) The City woulcl no longer Ievy property tax. The City's 2013 14 tax rate is $3.10 per
thousand dollars of assessed value. 2) The County property tax rate on land in the current Damascus
city limits would increase from $2.40 per thousand dollars of assessed value to $2.98 per thousand
dollars of assessed value because the County has a higher base tax rate in unmcorporated areas.

scus I en rehensive Plan an ‘

State Iaw provi es that the County apply the comprehensive plan and zoning regulatlons in
effect at the time the City disincorporates (ORS 215.130(3)). The County currently provides land use
permitting services for the City, based on the 2005 Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance. No
matter how property is zoned, future urban development depends on the availability of water, sewer
and adequate transportation capacity. Upon disincorporation, the County will begin to charge
Transportation System Development Charges (TSDCs) on some new development,

Answer Damascus like all Oregon crtres has sources of fundmg that aren’t available to countres
including city property taxes, franchise fees, and state-shared revenues such as the portion of state gas
tax dedicated to cities. Though the amount varies from year to year, the City’s proposed 2013-14
budget shows more than $3.4 million of revenue from those sources. If the City disincorporates, some
of this revenue would no longer be collected (city property taxes and franchise fees) and funds from
other sources would be distributed to other Oregon cities. The estimated $560,000 in additional
revenue to the County from the increased property tax rate would be allocated as part of the
countywide budget process.

is disincorporate ould law-enforcement be affected?
The County now recelves just over $1 million from Damascus for law enforcement services.
With disincorporation, the County would lose that source of funding for law enforcement in Damascus.

Answer: State Iaw pr0v1des that the city's unexpended funds and property would be turned over to
the County at the time of disincorporation.

For more information, contact Oan Chandfer, Strategic Policy Administrator, 503- 7425394 or dchandler@clackamas.us




