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DEFINITIONS    

The following definitions apply to usage within Chapter 5. 

Airport, Private Use: An airport restricted, except for aircraft emergencies, to use by the owner 
and his invited guests. The determination as to whether an airport is private or public use is 
made by the Oregon Department of Aviation.  

Airport, Public Use: An airport that is open to use by the flying public, with or without a request 
to use the airport.  

Bikeway: A paved facility provided for use by cyclists.  There are five types of bikeways.   

• Shared Roadway:  A type of bikeway where motorists and cyclists occupy the same roadway 
area.  Shared roadways are allowed on neighborhood streets and on rural roads and 
highways.   

• Shoulder Bikeway:  A bikeway which accommodates cyclists on paved roadway shoulder.   

• Bike Lane:  A section of roadway designated for exclusive bicycle use, at the same grade as 
the adjacent roadway.   

• Bike Path:  A bike lane constructed entirely separate from the roadway. 

• Cycle Track:  An exclusive “grade-separated” bike facility elevated above the street level 
using a low-profile curb and a distinctive pavement material.  

Truck Freight Route System:  A set of identified arterials, collectors and State facilities that 
support the efficient movement of goods throughout the County. 

Functional Classification: The process by which streets and highways are grouped into classes, 
or systems, according to the character of traffic service that they are intended to provide. 
Functional classifications found in Clackamas County and typical characteristics of each 
classification follow:  

• Principal Arterials:  (Freeway/Expressway and other designated Principal Arterials). Serves 
interregional and intraregional trips and carries heavy volume at high speed. Primarily 
Interstate Freeways and State Highways but also includes other roads designated as 
Principal Arterials.  These roads make up the National Highway System.  

• Major Arterial:  Carries local and through traffic to and from destinations outside local 
communities and connects cities and rural centers.  Moderate to heavy volume; moderate 
to high speed. 

• Minor Arterial:  Connects collectors to higher order roadways.  Carries moderate volume at 
moderate speed. 

• Collector:  Principal carrier within neighborhoods or single land use areas.  Links 
neighborhoods with major activity centers, other neighborhoods, and arterials.  Generally 
not for through traffic.  Low to moderate volume; low to moderate speed.   
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• Connector:  Collects traffic from and distributes traffic to local streets within neighborhoods 
or industrial districts.  Usually longer than local streets.  Low traffic volumes and speeds.  
Primarily serves access and local circulation functions.  Not for through traffic in urban 
areas.   

• Local:  Provides access to abutting property and connects to higher order roads.  New local 
roads should intersect collectors, connectors, or, if necessary, minor arterials.  Not for 
through traffic. 

• Alley:  May be public or private, to provide access to the rear of property.  Alleys should 
intersect local roads or connectors.  Not for through traffic 

Level of service (LOS): A performance measure that represents quality of service of an 
intersection or roadway segment, measured on an A–F scale, with LOS A representing the best 
operating conditions from the traveler’s perspective and LOS F the worst. 
 
Major Transit Stop:  A transit center, major bus stop, or light rail stop, as identified on 
Comprehensive Plan Map 5-8a, Transit, Urban. 

Major Transit Street:  A street with a Frequent Service Bus Line, as identified on 
Comprehensive Plan Map 5-8a, Transit, Urban; existing or planned High Capacity Transit, as 
identified on Comprehensive Plan Map 5-8c, High Capacity Transit (HCT) System Plan; or both. 

Mode (also “travel mode”):  A particular form of travel, for example, walking, bicycling, 
traveling by automobile, or traveling by bus. 

Multi-use Path:  A paved path built for bicycle and pedestrian traffic  that is physically 
separated from motor vehicle traffic, and can be either within the road right-of-way or within 
an independent right-of-way.  

Pedestrian Facilities:  Sidewalks, pedestrian pathways, or other facilities that are designed 
specifically for pedestrian use, as identified by functional classification in cross sections (Figures 
5-1 through 5-3) or as determined appropriate by the County Planning Director and the County 
Road Official or County Engineer.  

Trail:  A hard- or soft-surfaced facility for pedestrians, bicyclists, or equestrians that is separate 
from vehicular traffic.  Trails often go through natural areas and are designed to have a minimal 
impact on the natural environment.   

Transportation Demand Management (TDM):  Strategies to achieve efficiency in the 
transportation system by reducing demand.   

Transportation Disadvantaged:  Persons who, because of physical or mental disability, income 
status, or age, are unable to transport themselves or to purchase transportation and are, 
therefore, dependent upon others to obtain access to health care, employment, education, 
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shopping, social activities, or other life-sustaining activities, or children who are handicapped or 
high-risk or at-risk. 

Road:   A public or private way created to provide ingress to, or egress from, one or more lots, 
parcels, areas or tracts of land, or that provides for travel between places by vehicles. A private 
way created exclusively to provide ingress and egress to land in conjunction with a forest, farm 
or mining use is not a “road.”  The terms “street,” “access drive” and “highway” for the 
purposes of this Plan shall be synonymous with the term “road.” 

Roadway:  That portion of a road or alley that has been improved for vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic.   

Rural:  Outside the Portland Metropolitan Urban Growth Boundary and outside city limits 

Urban:  Inside the Portland Metropolitan Urban Growth Boundary 

Volume-to-Capacity (v/c) Ratio:  A volume-to-capacity ratio compares vehicle volumes (the 
roadway demand) with roadway supply (carrying capacity). Volume refers to the number of 
vehicles using a roadway at a specific time period (and length of time), while capacity is the 
road’s ability to support that volume based on its design and number of lanes. 
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