
CLACKAMAS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Policy Session Worksheet 

Presentation Date: January 21, 2020 Approx. Start Time: 2:30pm  Approx. Length: 30 mins 

Presentation Title: U.S. 26 Mt. Hood Highway Safety Corridor Decommissioning 

Department: Transportation and Development 

Presenters: Mike Bezner, Assistant Director; ODOT 

Other Invitees:  

WHAT ACTION ARE YOU REQUESTING FROM THE BOARD? 

There is no action requested.  This is a presentation from the Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) about the proposed U.S. 26 Safety Corridor Decommissioning. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

In 1996, ODOT, community members, and law enforcement worked together to designate the 
U.S. 26 Mt. Hood Highway Safety Corridor.  The Safety Corridor was established as an 
immediate and short-term effort to reduce fatal and severe injury crashes in a 41.3 mile stretch 
of U.S. 26.  ODOT has invested more than $65 million in safety projects along the corridor.  
Projects have included rockfall reduction, center barriers, rumble strips, and new signs, as well 
as law enforcement overtime grants. 

This effort was successful and fatal and serious injury crash rates have decreased significantly 
since 1996 and are now 50% of the statewide average for comparable highways.   As a result, 
ODOT needs to explore decommissioning the Safety Corridor in order to focus its program 
efforts on others highways that now have a greater need.  Once decommissioned, ODOT would 
remove the signs that read “Safety Corridor” and traffic fines would no longer be doubled. But, 
ODOT will continue to fund law enforcement overtime and will continue to support community-
led efforts to educate people who live in and visit the Mt. Hood area about traffic safety. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (current year and ongoing): 

Is this item in your current budget?  YES  NO 

What is the cost? There is no cost to Clackamas County. 
What is the funding source? n/a 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

 How does this item align with your Department’s Strategic Business Plan goals?
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This aligns with the DTD Strategic Business Plan purpose for the Traffic Safety program: 
The purpose of the Traffic Safety program is to provide education, commercial vehicle 
inspection, traffic operations and engineering services to all road users so they can 
safely and efficiently use the transportation system. 

 How does this item align with the County’s Performance Clackamas goals?

This aligns with the County Performance Clackamas goals of:
o Build a Strong Infrastructure

LEGAL/POLICY REQUIREMENTS:  

None at this time. 

PUBLIC/GOVERNMENTAL PARTICIPATION:  

ODOT will be reaching out to the community and asking community leaders about remaining 

safety needs that they observe on Highway 26. 

OPTIONS:  

N/A

RECOMMENDATION:  

N/A

ATTACHMENTS: 

ODOT handout 

SUBMITTED BY:  
Division Director/Head Approval _________________ 
Department Director/Head Approval ______________ 
County Administrator Approval __________________ 

For information on this issue or copies of attachments, please contact Mike Bezner @ 503-742-4651 
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