
April 20, 2023 BCC Agenda Date/Item: ______________ 

Board of County Commissioners 
Acting as the governing body of Water Environment Services 
Clackamas County 

Approval of a Grant Application to Metro’s Nature in Neighborhoods Capital Grant Program for 
Construction of the 3-Creeks Water Quality Project. Grant value is $600,000. Funding is through 

Metro. No County General Funds are involved.

Previous Board 
Action/Review 

Presented at Issues on April 18, 2023. 

Performance 
Clackamas 

This project supports the County’s Strategic Priorities to build strong 
infrastructure, and also honoring, utilizing, promoting, and investing in the 
County’s natural resources.  

The project supports WES’s strategic result that 30% of streams within WES’ 
jurisdiction meet or exceed water quality standards. 

Counsel Review N/A Procurement Review No 
Contact Person Ron Wierenga Contact Phone 503-742-4581

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  
Water Environment Services (WES) is requesting approval to submit a grant application for a Metro Nature in 
Neighborhoods Capital Program Grant for construction of the 3-Creeks Restoration Project. WES submitted a 
pre-application proposal and was invited to submit a full application for consideration by Metro. The amount 
requested is $600,000 in funding to support the stream restoration work.   
The 3-Creeks Natural Area is an approximately 80-acre regional natural area marked by the confluence of Mt. 
Scott, Phillips, and Dean Creeks in Northern Clackamas County. It includes a large flood control facility, 
wetlands, uplands, open space areas, and related facilities. WES has been working with a consultant team to 
evaluate options to optimize the existing flow control system and restore the creek and floodplain within the 
natural area. The goals for optimization and restoration of the 3-Creeks Natural Area are to help protect 
downstream areas from flooding during the long rainy season and enhance seasonal stream and floodplain 
habitat for aquatic species. The proposed adjustments will also improve water quality and increase wetland 
habitat.  
WES has programmed $3 million of the Surface Water Construction Fund for construction of the project. If 
awarded, the Metro funding would be used to expand on the proposed project with additional stream 
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restoration measures, and complete the design, permitting and construction of the in-stream restoration. If 
Metro funding is not awarded, WES will continue with the original restoration project scope of work and look for 
other funding options to further enhance the site at a later date. If approved, WES will submit the grant 
application via the online portal by the due date of May 2, 2023. 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Board of County Commissioners of Clackamas County, 
acting as the governing body of Water Environment Services, approve a Grant Application by Water 
Environment Services to Metro’s Nature in Neighborhoods Capital Grant Program for Construction of the 3-
Creeks Water Quality Project. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Greg Geist 
Director, WES 

Attachment: Financial Assistance Application Lifecycle Form 
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