
 

	

Southwood Park 
CPO – Community Planning Organization 
Meeting Minutes, Monday, October 28, 2019 

Meadow Springs Church 
12647 SW 62 Ave, Portland, OR  97219 

 
 
Call to Order 
7:00p   Neighborhood Representative and Board member, Stacy Askew called the meeting to 
order. 
 
Attendees 
Present   5 Board members were in attendance, including George Albrecht, Stacy Askew, 
Emmett Hayes, Maureen Rich and John Rich. 
Absent   CPO President Helen Young, CPO Vice-President Judy Werner and CPO Secretary / 
Treasurer Mary Parkinson.  (All officers resigned publicly on Nextdoor at 6:00p, Friday, October 
25, 2019.) 
Guests   30 additional Southwood residents were in attendance.   
 
Immediate Business 
Election of Officers   Stacy Askew motioned the nomination and election of new officers.   
3 neighbors were nominated unopposed and elected unanimously by a voice vote: 
 Michelle Middlecoff, President 
 Stacy Askew, Vice-President 
 Lisa Hilker, Secretary / Treasurer 
At that time, Michelle Middlecoff, CPO President, took over the meeting. 
 
Neighborhood Representatives Board Members 
Middlecoff motioned for new Neighborhood Representatives.   
From a large map of Southwood Park, already separated by boundaries, 7 neighbors 
volunteered to represent their areas.   
A vote by voice was taken and all 7 were elected unanimously.   
New Neighborhood Representative Board members are: 
 Northwest District,  Alis Smbatyan 
 North Central District,  John Rich 
 Northeast District,  Emmett Hayes 
 Central District,  Kelli Byrd 

Southwest District,  George Albrecht 
 South Central District,  Whit Middlecoff 
 Southeast District,  Jon Howell 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Middlecoff briefly explained she had requested the draft minutes from the previous CPO special 
meeting, held on August 26, 2019, but they had not been provided.  A draft of the previous 
minutes had not been filed with the county.  Therefore acceptance of the previous meeting 
minutes could not be made.  Middlecoff stated she would again attempt to obtain the minutes 
through the previous CPO officers and, if still unsuccessful, perhaps the county could persuade 
them to surrender the minutes. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Middlecoff explained the treasurer’s report was also unavailable.  Mary Parkinson, the previous 
CPO Secretary / Treasurer, was not in attendance and previous attempts to obtain the 
treasurer’s report as well as the balance of the CPO funds were unsuccessful.  Middlecoff is 
working on trying to get both the report and remaining funds.  She stated Clackamas County 
provides $150 annually for CPOs. 
 
Previous Business 
On September 17, 2019, Special Election Measure 3-550 (Annexation of Southwood Park into 
the city of Lake Oswego) failed with 240 NO votes and 145 YES votes.  Southwood Park 
neighborhood shall remain in unincorporated Clackamas County.  Because this effort was not 
initiated by the city of Lake Oswego, it is not likely to come up again in the near future. 
 
New Business 
Vote 
Motion:  Middlecoff moved to amend the April 23, 2018  Southwood Park CPO bylaws to modify 
Article V – Voting, Letter C. “Have registered at a previous meeting during the past twelve 
months” to read, "Have registered at a previous meeting during the past 12 months unless an 
Advisory Vote is held to make a recommendation to any other government concerning a land 
use matter or change in status for Southwood Park, such as Annexation.  In the case of such an 
Advisor Vote, the requirement of having registered at a previous meeting shall not apply." 
There was in informal discussion about the February, 2019 CPO Advisory Vote.  Many 
neighbors were frustrated because, even though they owned property in the neighborhood, they 
were not allowed to vote because they had not attended a CPO meeting in the previous 12 
months.  There had been “anti-democratic” talk on Nextdoor as well.  One neighbor voiced 
concern about changing the bylaws.  She felt the attendance requirement kept neighbors more 
engaged.  The motion was put to a vote to amend the bylaws to remove the sentence.   
A vote by voice was taken and the majority voted Aye with only one Nay.   
Vote:  Motion Approved.  The CPO Bylaws will be amended. 
 
Discussions 

• Middlecoff requested input from neighbors on goals for the CPO.  An example she stated 
was Metro’s proposal of a pedestrian bridge from Southwood Ave. across the highway to 
the anticipated MAX line, near Landmark Ford.  Grant Howell briefly spoke about it in the 
distant future and the plans are not definite. 

• A neighbor requested a microphone be used so speakers could be heard throughout the 
church.  Kelli Byrd may be able to offer a microphone at upcoming meetings. 

• Kelli Byrd suggested having a neighborhood Spring Cleaning Day, where a dumpster 
might be available for neighbors at no cost.  This will be looked into. 

• There was an informal discussion about traffic problems.  Sherry Shelton would like to 
see something done about the parked trucks causing congestion on upper 63rd Place.  
Michelle Middlecoff would like to see something done about speeding in general, 
especially on upper 62nd Ave, upper 63rd Ave and Southwood Drive.  Sue Weston thought 
something should be done just south of the church.  George Albrecht suggested Speed 
Indicator signs work well.  Middlecoff said she’d like to speak with the sheriff’s 
department about police presence and safety. 

• Alis Smbatyan wondered if there was a utility company that could remove fall leaves from 
the neighborhood.  She also said a neighbor of hers wanted to know who to contact 
about tree and bush trimming on the east side of the I5 wall.  ODOT should be in charge 
of that. 
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• Kelli Byrd suggested that we look into the Moda Assist playground sponsorship to help in 
playground funding.  www.nba.com/blazers/assist.com  

• There was an informal discussion about the National Night Out, scheduled on the first 
Tuesday of every August.  It is an annual community-building campaign that promotes 
police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie.  Neighborhoods hold 
parties, competitions and get out and meet each other.  It is scheduled for Tuesday, 
August 4, 2020 and we should think about getting Southwood Park involved.  
www.natw.org 

• A neighbor asked how they could find more information about the Southwood Park Water 
Board.  They working on a website and will be posting meeting announcements and 
updates on it.  Water Board meetings are public and are regularly scheduled at 7:00p the 
fourth Wednesday of every month at Meadow Springs Church.  The November meeting 
is as scheduled, Wednesday, November 27th, the day before Thanksgiving.  However, 
due to the holidays, the December Water Board meeting is scheduled one week early, 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019. 

• Middlecoff said the CPO will be working on a website to keep neighbors up to date with 
meetings and events in the neighborhood.  Although only 2 meeting are required per 
CPO Bylaws (the 4th Monday in April and the 4th Monday in October), a special meeting 
will be held on Monday, January 20, 2020.  

 
Next Meeting 
Monday, January 20, 2020, 7:00p, Meadow Springs Church 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:45p. 
 
 
Presented by 
Lisa Hilker 
Southwood Park CPO Secretary / Treasurer 
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