
CLACKAMAS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Study Session Worksheet 

Presentation Date: March 13   Approx. Start Time: 10:30 am     Approx. Length: 30 Minutes 

Presentation Title:  School District Boundary Changes 

Department:  County Counsel 

Presenters: Stephen L. Madkour, County Counsel 

Other Invitees:  

 
WHAT ACTION ARE YOU REQUESTING FROM THE BOARD?  
Informational policy session on the process involving school district boundary mergers and 
changes.  Please see attached initiating petition from Holt Homes. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  
The County has received a petition to change the school district boundary line for the 
Centennial and North Clackamas School Districts.  Please see attached staff report providing 
additional details.  The matter was initially scheduled for a public hearing on February 15, where 
testimony was taken but the matter continued until March 22, 2018 to allow for additional input 
from the affected districts and others.  The policy session was scheduled to answer any 
questions that the board may have with respect to this request and the statutory process.   
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (current year and ongoing):  No direct financial impact on 
Clackamas County. 
 
LEGAL/POLICY REQUIREMENTS:  The legal process to approve school district boundary 
changes is set forth in ORS Chapter 330.  The statute is not a model of clarity.  The Board of 
County Commissions shall constitute as the district boundary board.  In the present case, 
approval is required by both Clackamas and Multnomah Counties.    
 
Clackamas is the more populous school district, and as such, votes first, then Multnomah, and 
then the matter if referred back to Clackamas for issuance of the final order.  The County Board 
decisions are administrative with very little discretion afforded the district boundary boards.    
 
Any remonstrance would take place after the final order is approved by Clackamas County.  The 
remonstrance period is 20 days and requires a petition signed by at least five percent or at least 
500, whichever is less, of electors of a school district affected by the proposed change.  At this 
point, the statute seems to contemplate that a petition filed by one district requires an affirmative 
vote by both affected districts.  A majority of votes cast in an affected district to oppose the 
change shall defeat the change.  If both districts support the change, then the change is 
effective without further elections.   
 
A failure to act by either jurisdiction could result in the State Board of Education making the 
determination.    
 



PUBLIC/GOVERNMENTAL PARTICIPATION:  N/A 
 
OPTIONS:  

1. Provide preliminary approval and refer the matter to Multnomah County; or 
2. Take no action.  Under ORS 330.090(6), if the district boundary board fails to follow the 

time schedules prescribed in ORS 330.107 or to approve a request or petition under 
subsection (3) of this section, the district school boards of the affected school districts or 
the petitioners may appeal to the State Board of Education to order the proposed 
boundary change or merger. The state board shall order the change or merger and shall 
direct the district boundary board to perform the duties described in ORS 330.101 in the 
same manner as if the district boundary board had ordered the boundary change or 
merger. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Proceed to March 22, 2018 public hearing and grant preliminary approval of boundary change 
and refer the matter to Multnomah County.  Multnomah would have 60 days to make a decision.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
November 7, 2017 petition from Holt Homes; and   
February 15, 2018 staff report prepared by County Counsel. 
 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  
Division Director/Head Approval _________________ 
Department Director/Head Approval ______________ 
County Administrator Approval __________________   
 
 

For information on this issue or copies of attachments, please contact  
Stephen L. Madkour, County Counsel at 503-655-8362 or SMadkour@Clackamas.us. 

 

 

 






























