
Announcement of Formation of Juvenile Justice Task Force 

 

Multnomah County has a long tradition of collaborating on public safety issues, 
including our juvenile justice system. We are and have been unwavering in our 
commitment to positive outcomes for our children and young people involved in 
the juvenile justice system and to assuring the safety of our community. We are 
committed to system improvement through the use of best practices and looking to 
reliable data to inform our decision making. A recent report commissioned by John 
Foote, District Attorney in Clackamas County, raises questions about how well the 
juvenile justice system in Multnomah County is currently functioning. We 
welcome the opportunity to consider these issues in an inclusive, multi-
disciplinary, and rigorous assessment of our current practices. We will be 
convening a task force to begin this assessment. In keeping with the Multnomah 
County tradition, this group will be a collaboration that includes all key juvenile 
justice system partners and stakeholders. 

Nan Waller, Presiding Judge Multnomah County Circuit Court 

Deborah Kafoury, Chair Multnomah County Board of Commissioners 

Maureen McKnight, Chief Family Judge Multnomah County Circuit Court 

Rod Underhill, Multnomah County District Attorney 

Mike Reese, Chief, Portland Police Bureau 

Scott Taylor, Director, Multnomah County Department of Community Justice 

Christina McMahan, Multnomah County Juvenile Services Division Director 

Abbey Stamp, Executive Director, Multnomah County Local Public Safety Coordinating Council 

Suzanne Hayden, Executive Director, Citizen’s Crime Commission 

Lane Borg, Executive Director, Metropolitan Public Defender’s Office 

Mark McKechnie, Executive Director, Youth, Rights & Justice 

Meg Garvin, Executive Director, National Crime Victim Law Institute 

 

 


