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Update to Board of County Commissioners

To: Board of County Commissioners
RE: 1-205 Legislative Coordination
Date: 03-28-2023

Requested Action from the BCC
Requesting the BCC approve the language in the proposed joint letter, allow PGA to work with Lake
Oswego and West Linn to collect logos.

Summary As a result of the toll program proposed by ODOT to fund I-205 improvements, many
Clackamas legislators have introduced bills on tolling. Each bill is unique, ranging
from “killing” tolling to establishing task forces focused on improving tolling. Not
every bills is viable, and many legislators are asking, “what is the priority of the local
communities.”

After meeting with Senate President Wagner, the Mayors of Lake Oswego and West
Linn requested county support to present a joint letter that many jurisdictions could
sign onto in an effort to help the legislature, and the Clackamas Caucus in particular,
have a more targeted approach on the issue of tolling.

PGA and DTD worked with these two mayors to draft the attached letter. Upon BCC
approval, County staff can work with city staff and other affected jurisdictions to
gather logos and submit in a timely manner.

Department PGA and DTD - Both departments support the included language, and believe the
Reviews and requests are consistent with known county positions and/or statements at regional
Comments tables such as the Regional Toll Advisory Committee (RTAC).

PGA — The language is consistent with the County’s State Legislative Agenda.

West Linn and Lake Oswego Mayors — Support the language as presented.

Staff Approve the language as presented.
Recommendation
Timeline Due to increased pressure to “do more” and “act now” by community members and

jurisdictions, state legislators are looking for direction now that can solidify their
approach to address tolling. Once the letter is approved, staff will begin in earnest to
collect signatures and submit to the Clackamas delegation and the Joint Committee on
Transportation.




DRAFT

The 2023 State Legislature Must Take Action on the 1-205 Toll Project
March DRAFT, 2023

Dear Clackamas legislators and Members of the Joint Committee on Transportation:

The local governments listed here respectfully request your immediate assistance to address our shared
concerns about the proposed I-205 Toll Project.

The importance of 1-205 as a dependable and safe route for freight, regional, and interstate movement
cannot be overstated. This critical need is the reason that the communities who rely on I-205 have been
united in their advocacy to fix the bottleneck between Stafford Road and the Abernethy Bridge.

Unfortunately, the Oregon Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) current approach to toll I-205 ahead
of the rest of the region and prior to building the third lane on I-205 will have devastating impacts on
neighboring communities. ODOT’s plan will shift traffic from the interstate onto roadways within
communities, causing increased safety risks and more congestion on local roads that are already failing.

ODOT'’s public engagement efforts to date have ignored and dismissed many questions and concerns
raised by our cities, the county, the region and our shared constituents. ODOT staff have made it clear
that they were directed by the legislature to toll I-205 and that they are pursuing this approach per your
direction. We implore you to take legislative action this session to lessen the detrimental effects of
the proposed tolling in our communities and your districts.

To help you and the entire Clackamas delegation center on the shared priorities of our jurisdictions, we
collectively request legislative action on the following four items that will have an immediate impact on
the direction of the proposed toll program:

1. Direct ODOT to pause the I-205 Toll Project until it can be aligned with the Regional Mobility
Pricing Program (RMPP), and, direct ODOT to conduct an analysis showing the full impacts of
regional tolling on the overall transportation system prior to implementing tolling on any one
segment;

2. Schedule a public hearing in the Joint Committee on Transportation, being mindful of the
Committee’s May 5% bill deadline, to provide a venue for the public to share impacts and
concerns about the [-205 Toll Project, RMPP, and how ODOT plans to achieve its vision;

3. Create the Regional Toll Advisory Committee (RTAC) in statute to directly advise the Oregon
Transportation Commission. Retain RTAC in perpetuity to guide development and
implementation of the regional toll program. Also, create a technical committee comprised of
regional technical staff to advise RTAC;

4. Direct ODOT to develop a formula that allocates tolling revenues directly to impacted
jurisdictions to address existing diversion, affected transportation impacts related to tolling and
congestion, operations and maintenance and new infrastructure projects for all modes beyond
any NEPA required mitigations.



We respectfully request your leadership to advance these solutions to ensure ODOT is meeting the
needs of our shared constituents and is only allowed to advance a project if it is fair, equitable, and
beneficial to all Oregonians.
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