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This comic was created to educate our youth on the risks of distracted driving. 
Texting and cell-phone use significantly increase a driver’s risk of crashing. 
Even a single, momentary distraction while driving can cause a lifetime of 
devastating consequences. Please set a good example for everyone you care 
about by never engaging in risky behaviors behind the wheel.
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Charlie.

Charlie?

Huh?

CHARLiE!



I SAiD I’m late for work and 

I need you to drop your sister 

off on your way to school.

T X TT X T

T E X TT E X T

T E X TT E X T

T E X TT E X T

T E X TT E X T

T X TT X T

I’m sorry - 

what?

And again: I’m late for work 

and I need you to drop Elly 

off on your way to school. 

Think you can manage that?

Did you hear  

anything I just 

said to you?

Uh ... 

You said 

“Charlie.”

Uh-

huh. 



T X TT X T

T X TT X T
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Take Elly to  
school. NOW.  

Love, Mom

All right! I’m 

totally listening, 

Mom! Leaving now!

Ow!

BumpBump

BumpBump

BumpBump

BeepBeep



Elly, you do NOT 

get to take your 

stuffed animals to 

school with you.

They want to 

ride in the car!

Put on your 

seatbelt.

VrumVrum

T E X TT E X T

T X TT X T



Put away your 

cell phone, kid!
Whatever.

VrumVrum

Scree!Scree!



... Why are we driving in 

the middle of the road?

Uh, Charlie?...

Huh? 

Oh, Oops.

Swerve!Swerve!

Put down yer 

phone and drive!

T E X TT E X T
T X TT X T



scree!scree!

donkdonk

Hang on, I 

need a soda.

Welcome to 

Burger-Burg.

may I take your 

order?

ahem.T E X TT E X T
T E X TT E X T

T X TT X T
may I 

take your 
order?



Uh... Can Mom pick me up? 

Your driving sorta...

 freaks me out a little.

Whatever you just 

said, I don’t care. 

Leave the stuffed 

animals.

Aw!

Here you go! 

Off to school, 

sis!

donkdonk

Scree!Scree!



Ha ha

hey charlie 
where u at?

on the curves almost 
at school hope i dont 
drive off a cliff haha

WHOA!

T E X TT E X T
T X TT X T

T X TT X T



You’re aware 

that you just did 

something really 

dangerous and 

stupid, right?

Uh... 

What?



HOW ARE YOU TALKiNG?!

You’re stuffed animals.
We aren’t, 

really.

We’re just 

symbols of your 

life flashing 

before your 

eyes!

My life flashing 

before my eyes?

Since we are your 

life flashing 

before your eyes, 

let’s review...

... your very 

unhealthy 

relationship 

with driving...

... and your 

phone!

That’s what happens 

when you’re about 

to ... die, isn’t it?

Maybe!

You are flying 

down a cliff in 

a car!

And it’s all 

your fault!

Oh, come on! 
I just took 

my eyes off 

the road for a 

second! I don’t 

deserve this!

You just took 

them off the road 

for a SECOND?

Oh, REALLY?



Before you even set foot in a car, 

you were bumping into stuff because 

you were texting and not paying  

attention to your surroundings!

... and now, 

flying through 

the air.

And then you 

got in a car 

with your 

sister...

... and a cell 

phone, and 

some food....

... and you almost 

killed yourself - and 

her - two times today!

You weren’t listening 

to you own mother, 

Charlie!

Just outside 

your driveway...

in the middle 

of the road...

My sister...



But come on! I 

can’t stop texting 

for that long! 

you know what else 

you can’t stop?  

This car hitting  

the ground!

Yes, the  

land iS  

rushing  

up at an  

alarming 

rate...

Okay. I see 

your point.

And while we’re at 

it, what are these 

very important text 

conversations you’re 

having, charlie?

is risking killing 

your sister -

- and 

yourself -

- really worth a 

smiley-face, 
Charlie?

is it really worth a 

“LOL,” Charlie?

No it 

isn’t.

No.



I’m sorry, guys. if 

I could do it over 

again, I wouldn’t.

But you’re going  

to learn a very  

painful lesson.

...There’s a CHANcE 

you’ll survive this crash.
Well, you 

might be  

in luck...

I already 

have. I’ll 

never text 

and drive 

again.

Remember: Distracted driving 

is dangerous driving!

Your car? 

Not so  

much!

CrunchCrunch



Unnnh... 

ow.

I’m 

alive... I can’t 

believe 

it...

Never 

again... 

I’m so sorry 

for risking 

your life, sis... great. now 

I neEd my 

phone to  

call 911...

SWIPE!SWIPE!

beep!beep!



Down 

here!

Hold still, son. 

We’ll get you 

out of there.

You’re lucky 

to be alive.



Mik & Nero’s

Teaching MomentTeaching Moment

The 
End

The best way to help fight distracted driving is to get educated. Reading this comic is a 
great place to start! 

Distraction occurs any time you take your eyes off the road, your hands off the wheel, 
and your mind off your primary task: driving safely. Any non-driving activity you 

engage in is a potential distraction and increases your risk of crashing. 

Texting is the most alarming distraction, because it involves manual, visual, 
and cognitive distraction simultaneously. Sending or reading a text takes 
your eyes off the road for 5 seconds. At 55 mph, that’s like driving the 
length of an entire football field, blindfolded. It’s extraordinarily dangerous.

Some people still don’t know how dangerous distracted driving is! Others 
know about the risks of texting and talking while driving, but still choose to do 

so anyway. They make the mistake of thinking the statistics don’t apply to them, that 
they can defy the odds. But eventually their luck will run out. 

Our youngest and most inexperienced drivers are most at risk, with 16% of 
all distracted driving crashes involving drivers under 20. But they are not 
alone. At any given moment during daylight hours, over 660,000 vehicles 
are being driven by someone using a handheld cell phone.

Distracted driving kills. The friends, family, and neighbors of the thou-
sands of people killed each year in distracted driving crashes will tell you 
it is a very serious safety problem. Nearly half a million people are injured 
each year. 

To learn more, go to www.distraction.gov



Charlie thinks it’s okay 
to text and drive. 

Charlie is about to learn  
a VERY tough lesson.

“Distracted driving” is anything that takes your 
eyes off the road and your hands off the wheel. 

It’s incredibly dangerous, but Charlie doesn’t 
care — not even when he’s driving his little 

sister to school. He’s about to learn the error 
of his ways — but will he learn too late?

Mik (pronounced “Mick”) and Nero 
were real dogs who served on the K9 

Unit at the Clackamas County Sheriff’s 
Office in Oregon. Learn more about them 
— and read more of their adventures — 
at clackamas.us/sheriff/kids
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