
Rodney A. Cook 
Director 

September 5, 2024 BCC Agenda Date/Item: ______________ 

Board of County Commissioners 
Clackamas County 

Approval of a Subrecipient Grant Agreement with Northwest Family Services to expand 
access to school-based prevention programs. Agreement value is $100,000 for 1 year. 
Funding is through Opioid Settlement Funds. No County General Funds are involved.

Previous Board 
Action/Review 

BCC Approval of NOFO Award Recommendation- Policy Session: 
June 12, 2024 
Briefed at Issues – September 4, 2024 

Performance 
Clackamas 

Sustaining Public Health and Wellness 

Counsel Review Yes Procurement Review No 
Contact Person Philip Mason-Joyner Contact Phone 503-742-5956

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Clackamas County Public Health Division (CCPHD) of the Health, 
Housing & Human Services Department requests the approval of the Subrecipient Grant Agreement with 
Northwest Family Services to expand access to school-based prevention programs.  
The opioid epidemic has created tremendous loss across the country—in terms of lives lost, families 
impacted, increased strain on public services, and more. Since 2000, a steep increase in prescribing 
opioids for pain has paralleled an increase in overdose deaths, hospitalizations, and treatment 
admissions.  As we have moved beyond prescription opioids into additional waves of the opioid epidemic, 
synthetic opioids such as fentanyl now drive the majority of drug overdose deaths. According to the CDC, 
105,452 people died from a drug overdose in the U.S. in 2022, with opioids contributing to 75% of all 
drug overdose deaths that year. 
Northwest Family Services (NWFS) will expand a school-based substance prevention program, 
PreventNet, to include two additional schools—Tumwata Middle School and Milwaukie High School to 
offer previously unavailable evidence-based prevention education and promote family education and 
engagement with the goal of reducing substance misuse and the initiation of opioid use for Clackamas 
County’s youth. Over the course of two years, new prevention services will be provided to 480 youth and 
parents. The Botvin LifeSkills curriculum for Tumwata Middle School and Milwaukie High School skill-
building groups. Botvin LifeSkills is an effective, evidence-based substance use prevention education 
program with over 35 years of research. 

The program provides 1:1 case coordination to youth identified as at-risk for substance misuse and other 
risky behaviors. School staff, counselors, and 
parents refer students to the program. Students 
are assessed to identify their strengths, needs, 
and goals that support reducing high-risk 
behaviors and improving academic performance. 
Students receive weekly case coordination, 
homework assistance, school engagement 
activities, and group sessions to foster team-
building and healthy peer groups. 

For Filing Use Only



Staff Report – September 5, 2024 
Page 2 of 2 

PreventNet Community Schools represent a partnership between local schools and community service 
providers to improve academic success, reduce juvenile involvement in the justice system, and prevent 
youth substance use. PreventNet offers Case Coordination/mentoring, resource referrals, after-school 
programs, prevention, campaigns, career exploration, leadership, community service, and youth 
mentoring activities. 

NWFS’ PreventNet program addresses specific gaps in prevention programming in communities that, 
based on our county-level overdose data, are experiencing a higher burden with substance use and 
overdose. This program aims to build up protective factors and reduce risk factors to prevent youth 
substance use. 

RECOMMENDATION: The staff respectfully requests that the Board of County Commissioners approve 
this Agreement (11730) and authorize Chair Smith to sign on behalf of Clackamas County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rodney A. Cook,  
Director of Health, Housing, and Human Services 
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