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Housing	Clackamas	
Pressures	and	Opportunities	



Homelessness	in	Clackamas	County



Clackamas	County	Children’s	Commission	Head	
Start	Programs	



Causes	of	Loss	of	Housing



Assessing	the	Gap
• 2,369	people	waiting	for	placement	in	569	total	program	beds,	more	

than	half	of	which	(323	units	of	Permanent	Supportive	Housing)	
rarely	open	up.		

• 401	non-chronic	adult-only	households	waiting	for	5	units
• 255	family	households	waiting	for	99	units
• 115	youth	waiting	for	31	beds	



Household	Data	– Clackamas	County
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Who	Needs	Subsidized	Housing?

Average	Rent	for	a	2-Bedroom	Apartment	- $1,400
For	a	1-Bedroom	Apartment	- $1,200



Changes	in	Income	and	
Housing	Costs





Equity	Pilot	Project
The	Equity	Pilot	project	seeks	to	empower	communities	to	drive	meaningful	
change	through	effective	partnerships	and	coordinated	efforts.	The	Equity	Pilot	
Project	grows	out	of	the	County’s	June	2017	update	to	the	County	Strategic	Plan.	
The	project	includes	several	components:
• Identify	several	pilot	areas	of	the	county	where	there	is	a	need	for	focused,	
coordinated	effort	to	assist	in	alleviating	poverty	and	food	insecurity.
• Bring	a	diverse	set	of	government	and	non-government	resources	and	assets	
together	with	community	input	area	to	develop	a	plan	and	program	unique	to	
each	area.	We	anticipate	that	local	governments,	healthcare	institutions,	
economic	development	entities,	social	service	providers,	schools	and	public	
safety	partners	may	participate	in	the	planning	and	program.
• Help	to	build	local	capacity	among	grassroots	organizations.





Metro	Affordable	Housing	Bond

• Referred	to	the	November	ballot
• Would	raise	$652.8M
• Core	Values:
• Lead	with	racial	equity
• Create	opportunity	for	those	in	need
• Create	opportunity	throughout	the	region
• Ensure	long-term	benefits	and	good	use	of	public	dollars	



Constitutional	Amendment	on	Ballot

• Currently	Bond	proceeds	limited	to	build	and	acquire	housing	owned	
and	operated	by	a	government	entity.

• Ballot	title:	“Amends	Constitution:	Allows	local	bonds	for	financing	
affordable	housing	with	nongovernmental	entities.	Requires	voter	
approval,	annual	audits.”

• If	amendment	passes	bond	proceeds	can	be	used	to	leverage	
additional	funding	and	partnerships	with	nonprofits,	counties	and	
cities.		



Why	the	Amendment	Matters

•Without	the	amendment,	the	Metro	bond	would	
create	affordable	housing	for	7,500 households,	or	
2,400 homes.

•WITH	the	amendment,	the	bond	would	house	10,000
households,	creating	3,900 affordable	homes.	



How	can	the	Economic	Development	
Commission	help?

• Support	targeted	investment	in	Equity	Pilot	Areas	(Milwaukie,	Canby,	
and	Estacada)

• Support	the	Metro	bond	and	Constitutional	Amendment	

• Support	multi-use	zoning	(Live/Work)	
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Questions	and	Comments

• Richard	Swift,	Director	of	Health,	Housing	&	Human	Services	
RSwift@Clackamas.us

• Jill	Smith,	Deputy	Director,	Health	Housing	&	Human	Services
JSmith6@Clackamas.us

• Vahid	Brown,	Housing	Policy	Coordinator
Vbrown@Clackamas.us


