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Mik & Nero in ‘Tough Medicine’



Mik &  
Nero in ... Tough Medicine

Carly’s about  

to have a  

very bad day.

Carly’s been  

making some  

bad choices.



I can’t believe our 

stupid school has 

its own assigned 

deputy -

Carly! How DARE you 

make fun of our  

official “School  
Resource Officer”-

Well, the S.R.O. 

won’t be catching 

me in the act.

seeya!

*snort*

Uh-oh.



Carly Mitchell?  

We’d like to ask you  

a few questions....

Shunk
RATTLE

RATTLE



STOP! 

Suspect is  

running down the 

south hallway!

aheh



Move!

HUFF

    HUFF



Hold it right 

there, Carly!

Hoo boy...

hey!

Whoop!

oof!

HUFF

SCREE!

HUFF
HUFF HUFF



The deputies 

want me to lead 

the questioning, 

Carly. 

Please. I’m 

not saying 

anything.

That’s your 

right, Carly. 
But let me 

remind you 

of your 

situation....

We want to give 

you a chance 

to talk before 

this goes any 

further.



wait - I 

could lose 

my LiCENSE?

Carly, I’m  

going to give 

you a chance to 

cooperate before 

you’re charged. 

This is bad, 

Carly. But it 

CAN get worse. 

You want to wait 

an extra year to 

graduate?

Fine. Who cares. 

My life stinks 

anyway. 

What do you 

want to know?

The principal has 

agreed NOT to 

expel you - iF you 

tell us how you 

got these pills.

You could 

lose your 

license. This 

could wreck 

your college 

plans, any 

career plans 

you had.

You’re about to be charged 

with multiple counts  

of Theft, Possession and 

Distribution of Controlled 

Substances. Felonies. 

And then 

you led 

us on a 

merry chase 

through 

half the 

school.

A drug-

sniffing 

dog found 

these pills 

in your 

locker.

We received 

very solid tips 

that you were 

dealing  

prescription  

drugs at 

school. 

Painkillers, 

Mostly.

sip



How did it 

start?
Uh... With my 

stepdad’s knee, 
actually...

Mind your own 

business.

“Frank got knee 

surgery. The doctor 

prescribed him some 

pain pills.”

“I was feeling 

kind of anxious.  

So I took one.”

zzZ

?

zZz



Carly,  

those were  

prescribed  

by a doctor,  

specifically 

for your  

stepdad.

Oh, come on. A 

doc prescribed 

them. They’re 

fine.

They’re only 

“fine” for the 

person who got 

the prescription... 

... in this case, 

a guy in a lot 

of pain from 

surgery.

Painkillers are 

addictive. used 

wrong, they can  

be dangerous. 

What’cha 

got there, 

Carly?

in the dumbest way  

possible. if you think you 

need meds, you need a 

doctor’s diagnosis and 

prescription.

I was managing 

my stress!

You didn’t 

stop there, 

did you?
No, I guess 

I didn’t...

“What? He 

was hot.”

“I wanted 

to impress 

Jack.”



“Well, for starters, I guess  

there was Grandma’s purse...”

“... and my friend’s medicine cabinet...”

“... maybe once or twice  

on the Internet....”
We know it got worse, Carly. 

We heard about the party.

How many kids 

showed up?

What 

then?

“So I skimmed more pills. But I worried  

Frank might notice.... so...um....”



A few...

Tell MOM and  

I’ll kill you.

“Downed ’em 

with hard 

lemonade.”

“Everybody 

brought some 

pills. We mixed 

’em in a bowl.”



Well, 

no one 

did!

no one 

did yet.

Carly, do you have any 

idea what could happen 

from mixing medications? 

With ALCOHOL? 

You’re lucky 

no one DiED at 

that party!



So you got my confession,  

no one got hurt, and I get to 

stay in school. Now what?

Carly, your MOM 

just called...

Your little 

brother -

- what?

Please. Doctors prescribe 

this stuff. it’s not like I was 

buying drugs on the street...

What? - Carly, 

Hang on a second.

!



He’s in the 

hospital...

“Your MOM found 

him on the floor in 

the bathroom. looks 

like he got into their 

medicine cabinet.”

“His heart had stopped. 

The paramedics  

revived him, but  

He’s in a coma.”

“The doctors 

are checking 

his liver.”

come on. 

We’ll take you 

there before 

we book you.



The 
End

I’m so sorry, 

little brother...

you did 

this  

because 

of me…

I’m going 

to get help. 

I’m going to 

change…

And I swear -  

I’m going to tell 

everyone how 

dangerous this 

stuff can be...

He’s got a good 

chance, Carly.



Mik & Nero’s

Teaching Moment

• Doctors prescribe specific pills to specific people for  
specific reasons. 

• NEVER take prescription medicine that wasn’t prescribed to you.

• If you have a problem with prescription medication or know  
someone who does, seek help!

• If you think you might need medicine to manage your stress, or for 
any other reason, see a doctor.

• Mixing pills — or mixing pills with alcohol — can be deadly.

• If your school has a School Resource Officer (SRO), keep in mind that the SRO is 
there to help you. SROs are “law-enforcement counselors” — they’re deputies or officers 
from local law-enforcement agencies whose job is to educate and encourage crime 
prevention among the student body. SROs often take on mentorship roles — and they 
help foster a healthy relationship between law enforcement and students.

Partnership for a Drug Free America 
www.drugfree.org

The DEA’s “Drug Prevention” resource page 
(click on “How Teens Abuse Medicine”) 
www.justice.gov/dea/resources/drug_prevention.html

National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 
www.nationaldec.org

National Institute on Drug Abuse 
www.drugabuse.gov

Canby High’s YouTube “Talk About It” campaign 
youtube.com/watch?v=YQmoheAJtwA

Also: Call your local Sheriff’s Office and see if they have a prescription-
drug drop box for the safe disposal of discarded medications!

Some important points  

to remember...

Learn more 

about the 

dangers of 

prescription 

drug abuse 

on the Web!



Mik (pronounced “Mick”) and Nero are 
real-life K-9 dogs with the Clackamas County 

Sheriff’s Office in Oregon.
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www.clackamas.us/sheriff/kids
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