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Minutes of the LHNA General Meeting  
Tuesday Feb 25, 2025 

7:04 PM to 8:39 PM – Terra Vina Vineyard – Tasting Room 
 
Welcome, Introductions – Cole Presthus (Co-President Yamhill Co.) 
 All present and on Zoom introduced themselves. 
Secretary report – Cheryl McCaffrey 

- Minutes from the October 8, 2024 meeting were sent to the members with the invitation to 
tonight’s meeting.  

-  Tamara Busch Johnson moved to vote on the minutes, Linn Whitaker seconded, and the 
attendees unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Barb Whitaker 
 Barb noted for future elections, that being treasurer is not a hard job. (Hint…) 

The Financial Report is attached to the minutes. (Attachment 1) 
Barb explained two items in “Other” for both income and expense. One check was lost in the mail, 
voided and reissued. The bank erroneously charged a fee that was reversed. 
In the future there will be expenses for required reports. 
The LHNA balance is $6,971.98. 
 

NOTE: Committee Reports, Old and New Business follow the speaker 
 
Guest Speaker: Todd Bradley, Fire Marshall’s Office, Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue (TVFR) 

Todd referred to information found on the tvfr.com website under Fire Life Safety. 
 
TVFR does defensive space assessments. To request an assessment email: 
firelifesafety@tvfr.com with your contact information. 
 
Todd referred to several pages from the TVFR website. They are referenced here as included in 
these minutes.  He presented steps for us to do to prepare our homes for wildfire, to plan what to 
do in case we need to evacuate, things to remember to pack, and considerations in following 
evacuation orders. He emphasized the importance of preparing early for the possible event of a 
wildfire. 
 
Three levels in our wildfire response are: Ready, Set, Go.  
READY = Green = Level 1: Plan and prepare for emergency.  
SET = Yellow =Level 2: Pack and be alert to conditions and warnings 
GO = Red = Level 3: Evacuate  
 
Some webpages Todd showed are attached at the end of, and included as part of, the minutes. 
These include: 

mailto:firelifesafety@tvfr.com
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1 Emergency Preparednesss: Take 5 to Survive (4pp) at  
https://www.tvfr.com/182/Emergency-Preparedness   (Attachment 2) 

Defines the roles of TVFR and of residents. It presents things to consider plus 
connections to further information useful for a variety of disasters.  

 
2  Wildfire – Ready, Set, Go at https://www.tvfr.com/395/Wildfire---Ready-Set-Go 

Has links to steps take under each of these three levels plus additional resources. It 
also has links to sign-up for public alerts and the link to the TVF&R Wildfire 
Evacuation Zones map showing active fires and evacuation levels (more directly via 
TVF&R Wildfire Evacuation Zones ).  
 

3 The Wildfire Preparedness Property Assessment CHECKLIST is found under “Additional 
Resources” at https://www.tvfr.com/   page with: Home>Fire & Life Safety>Community 
Risk>Wildfire-Ready Set Go.  (Attachment 3) 

Actions to do in each of the three levels 
 
4  READY Creating Defensible Space at: 
https://www.tvfr.com/DocumentCenter/View/3287/Ready---Creating-Defensible-Space-
Flyer-English-and-Spanish?bidId=  (Attachment 4) 

Actions we can do now to protect our homes. 
 

In addition to these webpages, he left three handouts copied as Attachments 3, 5, and 6. 
 

Todd highlighted some points from these webpages and added some other things from his 
experience. Some of those points include the following. 

 
READY = Green = Level 1: Plan and prepare for emergency.  

-Most important: Create Defensible Space: 5 ft. from foundation, have no combustibles; 
30-100 ft. around home have dirt, low vegetation and low combustible materials.  
-Remove combustible material (dead leaves, dry grass, shrubs, firewood) from roofs and 
gutters and at least 30 ft from buildings and decks 
-Cut branches so they are 10 ft away from roofs and limbed 6 ft above ground. 
-Reduce ladder fuels so fire cannot climb into trees 
-Driveway access for firetrucks needs to be > 15 ft. high and 20 ft. wide. 
-“Harden” your home: use fire resistant materials in building and remodels 
- Cover open areas (e.g. under deck, crawl space, vents) with 1/8” mesh screen 
-If there are hazards that could threaten firefighters (e.g.: big household propane tanks) 
notify TVFR in advance so this can be put on their maps. 
-Reflective signs for street and home address. (Available from: http://www.iaff1660.org for 
a fee.) 

https://www.tvfr.com/182/Emergency-Preparedness
https://www.tvfr.com/395/Wildfire---Ready-Set-Go
https://tvfr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1981954eb1814f9ea896ab7a0eb4f784
https://www.tvfr.com/DocumentCenter/View/3287/Ready---Creating-Defensible-Space-Flyer-English-and-Spanish?bidId=
https://www.tvfr.com/DocumentCenter/View/3287/Ready---Creating-Defensible-Space-Flyer-English-and-Spanish?bidId=
http://www.iaff1660.org/


Minutes February 25, 2025 LHNA General Meeting p. 3 

 
SET = Yellow =Level 2: Pack and be alert to conditions and warnings 

-Prepare, practice, and follow an action plan without electricity (see checklist) 
-Identify where family can meet outside evacuation zone. 
- Identify an out-of-area contact for communications 
-Plan Evacuation routes (We have limited routes here.) 
-Work with neighbors for escape routes in case usual routes are blocked. 
-Work with neighbors on how to move livestock and where to take them. 
-Pack Emergency Kit with food, medications, medical equipment, important documents  
-Pack food and supplies for animals. 
-Plan for no internet 
-Heat goes through windows so can catch drapes on fire. 
-Check for road closures and pay attention to alerts (see evacuation zone and active fire 
map as shown in “Go” below.) 
-If there are limited escape routes, consider evacuating early 

 
GO = Red = Level 3: Evacuate  

-See map showing active fires and evacuation zones at: TVF&R Wildfire Evacuation Zones 
-Ron Hapke recommended the “Watch Duty” app showing maps of fires 
-Follow alerts on fire locations. 
-Check for road closures. 
-Fire staff will come door-to-door to notify you to evacuate and may be able to tell you the 
direction of hazards 
 

Committee Reports 
 Emergency Preparation Committee (EP) – Stan Halle 
 The EP Committee encourages more neighbors to volunteer to fill roles to assist this effort. 
 They are seeking external funding for:  

Communications equipment in case cell and internet services are not available 
Drones to see emergency-related conditions behind gates. 

Stan recommends sharing of gate codes and medical conditions so residents can be helped by 
the EP network. 
 
Stan showed a PowerPoint showing the disasters we could face and encouraged each of us to be 
ready for such events. He reminded us that some roads in the recent Los Angeles fires were 
clogged with abandoned vehicles. If that happened, how would you evacuate? He encouraged 
working with neighbors on finding alternate escape routes in the event of wildfire. 

 
He advised: Evacuate for wildfires; hunker down for earthquakes. Consider getting your home 
seismically retrofitted if it was built prior to 1993. Stock up on several weeks – not days - of food 
for your family. 
 

https://tvfr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1981954eb1814f9ea896ab7a0eb4f784
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Gigi Sweet shared a handout letter from Joe English (Attachment 7), former wildland firefighter 
and current paramedic firefighter, offering his expert services to Ladd Hill neighbors. 
 
(See also POST MEETING note below for information not presented at the meeting but useful and 
related to preparation for wildfire.)  
 
Social committee - Eve Stevenson  
A wreath-making work party is being planned again in November-December. Money generated 
from the November 2024 wreath-making fundraiser was deposited in the LHNA bank account in 
December, 2024. 
Plans are underway for the summer picnic. It will likely be a September potluck.  
She is considering a “Spring Fling” neighborhood party possibly at the end of April. 
 
Road Cleaning Events – Paul Welty 
The date for the semi-annual roadside cleanup has been changed from April 26 to May 3. Meet at 
Farah’s church (33950 SW Ladd Hill Rd.) at 10 a.m. Clackamas Co provides pickers, vests, and 
bags. We usually clean several roads, besides Wilsonville Rd. and are usually done by noon. 
 

Old Business 
 Cole reported that City of Sherwood Broadband got a grant to extend fiber optic internet to homes 
in our area. Cole will get an update on construction in a month. 
 
New Business 
 Eve Stevenson said that Oregon House Bill 3419 addressing regulation of well water use was taken 
off the table due to protests.   
 Cheryl McCaffrey said that a land use application changing lot lines was sent out to the 
neighborhood. One comment favoring the action was received on the Ladd Hill email. LHNA will not 
respond to the county on this application. 

Cole Presthus introduced a discussion on what can be done to stimulate interest and involvement 
of neighbors. Suggestions included: 

- Increase fun, social activities.  
- Ron Taylor mentioned that his Corral Creek Blues Band performs at the corner of Parrett 
Mt and Corral Cr. Rds on Labor Day weekend. LHNA could have a table there for outreach.   
- Some presentations from many years ago included gopher control, weeds, how ballots 
are processed in Yamhill Co. 
  - To attract young families who may find Tuesday nights inconvenient, we could have some 
Saturday morning coffee meetings. 

 - A program on ground squirrel control  
 - Have tables with experts on various subjects so people can visit on topics of interest. 
 - Next fall have a workshop to teach wreath-making using wine barrel hoops. 
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Meeting Adourned  8:39 p.m. 
Next LHNA General Meetings June 10, and October 1, 2025 
Roadside Cleanup 10:00 a.m. May 3, 2025 meeting at the church:  33950 SW Ladd Hill Rd 

 
Attachments: 

1. Financial Report 
2. Take 5 to Survive (4 pp.) 
3. The Wildfire Preparedness Property Assessment Checklist (2 pp) 
4. READY Creating Defensible Space 
5. TVFR Ready, Set, Go! Plan. Prepare. Stay Aware. 
6. Sign up to receive emergency alerts   and    Magnet: Evacuations (meanings of Ready, Set and Go) 
7. Letter from Joe English 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Cheryl McCaffrey, Co-Secretary 
 
 
 

POST MEETING: 
STAN ALSO RECOMMENDS THE FOLLOWING FOR FUTHER INFORMATION AND HE ADDS:   
“The Oregon State Fire Marshal's Defensible Space Incentive Program offers eligible 
homeowners in wildfire-vulnerable communities a $250 payment to support essential fire mitigation 
projects.” 
 
https://www.oregon.gov/osfm/wildfire/Pages/defensiblespace.aspx 
  
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/028ac2f3fc9a42a9b3626082f797c208 

 
  

https://www.oregon.gov/osfm/Documents/Dec2024_OSFM_Defensible_Space_Assessment_Incentive_Reimbursement_Pilot_Program_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/osfm/wildfire/Pages/defensiblespace.aspx
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/028ac2f3fc9a42a9b3626082f797c208
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Attachment 1. 
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  Attachment 2-1  
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  Attachment 2-2 
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  Attachment 2-3  
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  Attachment 2-4  
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Attachment 3-1 



Minutes February 25, 2025 LHNA General Meeting p. 12 

 
Attachment 3-1 
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5 
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Attachment 6 
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Attachment 7 


