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THE PLAN

HOW CAN WE GET THESE PARKS
BUILT IN OUR AREA?

The North Clackamas Urban Parks Task
Force is recommending that a Parks and
Recreation Service District be formed to
provide parks for the entire North
Clackamas Area.

A ballot measure will be placed before
the voters in November of 1990 for the
approval to form and fund such a district.

WHAT AREAS WOULD THIS PARKS
DISTRICT SERVE?

The Parks District would include the City
of Milwaukie and unincorporated areas
east of the Willamette River and north of
the Clackamas River. It would not include
the cities of Happy Valley or Gladstone.
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WHAT KINDS OF FACILITIES WILL
THE DISTRICT BUILD?

® A Regional Recreation Park

® 10 Neighborbood Parks

® 9 Miles of Walking and Biking Paths

® 75 Acres of Natural Area Along:
—Forested, hillside areas
—>Stream corridors
—Wetlands and open space

® 2 Riverfront Parks (Willameitie and
Clackamas Rivers)

® Improvements to Existing School
District Sporits Fields

® Expansion to the Milwaukie (Senior)
Center (in conjunction with the City of
Milwaukie)

WHAT WILL THE REGIONAL
RECREATION PARK INCLUDE?

® An Indoor Swim Center:
—A large, free-form recreational pool
—An 8-lane, 25-yard lap pool
—Awading pool and a therapeutic pool
—Community rooms

® A Sporis Field Complex:
—4 lighted softball/baseball fields
—2 lighted soccer fields
—2 multi-purpose fields (softball/soccer)
—Locker rooms/concession stand

® 45 Acres of Wetland Natural Areas
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WHAT CAN THE PARKS AND
RECREATION DISTRICT DO?

e Acquire land for open space and
parks

® Develop parks and recreation
Jacilities

e Maintain and operate all new parks

® Maintain existing City of Milwaukie
parks

® Maintain, operate, and expand the
Milwaukie (Senior) Center

® Run summer recreation programs for
children

® Coordinate and schedule fields for
athletic leagues

HOW SOON CAN THESE PARKS
BE BUILT?

Once the District is formed, land will

be acquired immediately for parks. The
Swim Center and Sports Fields Complex
will be open to the public by early 1993,
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The neighborhood parks will be developed
between 1991 and 1996.

WHAT ABOUT MAINTENANCE
AND SAFETY?

Safe and well-maintained parks are a high
priority for the area.

A staff of 60 will maintain the parks,

pick up litter, provide security, prevent
vandalism, provide recreational programs,
and operate the senior center and Swim
Center.

All parks facilities will be carefully designed
and well-monitored to prevent vandalism
and other criminal activities.



COSTS

HOW MUCH WILL THE NEW PARKS
IMPROVEMENTS COST?

It will cost approximately $16,000,000 to
acquire the land and develop the parks and
recreation facilities described above.

HOW WILL WE PAY FOR THESE
IMPROVEMENTS?

Approximately $5,200,000 will be paid for
with:

Corporate donaiions

Donations from private individuals
Tax tncrement finance funds
Federal and state granis

Nomn-profit corporation granis
Volunteer efforis and fundraisers

The remaining $10,800,000 will be paid
for with long-term bonds. A 15-year bond
sold in 1991 will allow most of the parks
improvements to be made during the first
five years of the district. The bond will be
repaid from the parks district’s tax base,
which is supported by property tax
revenues.

HOW WILL WE PAY FOR
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS?

The Park District’s tax base will also pay for
the maintenance and operations of all
existing and new parks in the North
Clackamas area. This tax base is
permanent and dedicated exclusively to
North Clackamas Area parks, recreation,
and senior centers. These funds cannot be
used for other services or facilities.

WHAT WILL IT COST ME?

The District’s $2,000,000 tax base will be
supported by a tax rate of 66¢/$1000 of
assessed value. This is equal to $3.85 per
month for the owner of a $70,000 home or
about $46.20 a year.

Approximately half of the tax base will be
used to build the new parks and recreation
facilities. The other half will be used for
maintenance and operations.

WILL ANY OF THE IMPROVEMENTS
HELP PAY FOR THEMSELVES?

Yes. Both the Swim Center and the Sports

Field Complex will be partially supported
by user fees. Swim Center fees would
average $2.00 a day for an adult who lives
in the District and would be twice as much
for those who live outside the District.

The Swim Center’s combination of a lap
pool and a recreational pool is very cost
effective. The two large pools can be

used for many purposes including lap
swimming, competitive swimming,
swimming lessons, water exercise classes,
water games such as water polo or volley-
ball; and free-play, water recreation. The
wading pool and therapeutic whirlpool are
also heavily used.

Because of this varied use, the Swim
Center will recover between 85 and 95%
of its operating costs from user fees.
Traditional lap pools, on the other hand,
only recover 35% of their costs.

CITIZEN
INVOLVEMENT

WHOSE IDEA WAS THIS?

The Parks and Recreation Plan for the
North Clackamas Area is a people-
generated plan. Over the past couple of
years, residents have helped shape the
plan by:

e gitending public meetings

e participating in small focus groups

® responding to 2 telepbone surveys of
more 900 registered voters

e filling out informal surveys

Last fall, a 30-member Parks Task Force
was formed to create a parks plan for the
North Clackamas Area. The task force
members come from a wide range of
backgrounds and interests. Some are
homemakers; others, business people.
Some have young children; some are
senior citizens. All of them, however, are
committed to the creation of a Parks and
Recreation District for the North
Clackamas Area.

The Task Force listened to their fellow
residents and developed a draft parks plan
that they believe meets the needs of people
of all ages, shapes, and sizes in the North
Clackamas Area.

PAR&KS
RECREATION
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NORTH CLACKAMAS AREA
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THE NEED

WHY PARKS? WHY NOW?

The North Clackamas Area, once a sleepy, rural residential
community, has grown into a rapidly-developing, suburban
area.

Many people are concerned about the lack of parks and
open space in our community. With the exception of
Meldrum Bar Park, North Clackamas Park, and a handiul of
smaller, neighborhood parks, there are virtually no public
recreational facilities in the area.

A number of residents and businesses are concerned that
soon there will be no open spaces left for new parks. These
people point out that NOW is the time to develop:

Playgrounds where children can play safely

Walking trails that are separate from roadways
Pools for competitive and recreational swimming
Parks that take advantage of our two beautiful rivers
Soccer and softball fields for aibletic competition
Natural areas where we can enjoy the outdoors and
preserve wildlife

These and other parks facilities will improve our
community’s quality of life and give residents places to
relax, play, exercise, enjoy nature & socialize.
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