
COURTHOUSE  
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

For more information, go to www.clackamas.us/courthouse

Community  Benefits

Shorter commutes 
for residents, including 
access to public transit 

and ample parking

Safe and updated 
design protects and 

supports victims  
and is accessible to all

More capacity for 
additional judges, 

reducing wait time 
for residents 

seeking justice

Safe spaces for 
children and families 

participating in juvenile 
dependency court and 
the foster care system

Courthouse design concept

Clackamas County is planning a new courthouse
at the Red Soils Campus in Oregon City. With an accessible location, ample parking, and 

access to transit, the campus will house co-located services including the modern courthouse, 
the Health, Housing and Human Services Department, and social services caseworkers. 

Through this centralized location, the community will be better served for decades to come.

To alleviate the burden on taxpayers, the county is taking advantage of a state-funded 
program and seeking half of the courthouse construction costs from Oregon.  

This approach is succeeding – this past July, the State authorized $31.5 million in matching 
funds, after matching $1.2 million previously. 



Q & A WITH

DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOHN FOOTE 
& JUDGE KATHIE STEELE
Q: Why do we need a new 
courthouse now?

A: D.A. Foote: First, the old 
courthouse is outdated, 
poorly designed, and not 
at all adequate for meeting 
the needs of the county. 
Second, the County is 
requesting half of the 
construction costs for the 
new courthouse from the 
State, creating a one-time 
opportunity to get this 
accomplished at minimal 
cost to the residents of 
Clackamas County.

Q: How is this going 
to improve community 
safety?

A: Judge Steele: Currently, 
our courthouse is so poorly 
designed that victims of 
violence are forced to come 
into contact in hallways 
with the same people who 
committed those crimes. 
This is intimidating for 
witnesses and victims and 
creates an overall safety 
issue for all courthouse 
users. The new courthouse 
will have a safety-focused 

design that provides safe 
corridors for courthouse 
users and secure holding 
cells for violent offenders. 
 
Q: What outcomes can 
we expect from the new 
courthouse?

A: D.A. Foote: Residents 
can expect a more 
responsive and efficient 
local justice system, greater 
measures of safety for 
victims and the general 
public, and increased 
accessibility for vulnerable 
populations.

Q: What type of outreach 
will be done to ensure 
the courthouse meets 
community needs?  

A: Judge Steele: 
Clackamas County is 
committed to a robust 
communications and public 
outreach campaign around 
this project. We frequently 
speak with various groups 
within our growing coalition 
to ensure we’re meeting the 
needs of the community. 
We will continue to inform 

and educate the public 
about the urgent need for a 
new courthouse.

Q: Can you talk a little bit 
more about the co-located 
services that will be 
available to residents as a 
result of this project?

A: D.A. Foote: By moving 
to the Red Soils Campus, 
courthouse users will now 
only be steps away from 
departments such as: 
Social Services; Behavioral 
Health; Public Health; 
Juvenile; Veterans Services; 
and the Family Justice 
Center. This means that 
people don’t have to drive 
all over town to access the 
various functions of county 
government, and proximity 
will improve efficiency and 
collaboration between 
these different public 
service agencies.

For more information, go to www.clackamas.us/courthouse


