Notice of Measure Election SEL 803
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Notice :
Date of Notice | Name of District Name of County or Counties | Date of Election
08/18/2022 Metro ' Multnomah, Clackamas, Washington 11/08/2022

Final Ballot Title The following is the final ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the district’s voters. The ballot title notice has been
published and the ballot title challenge process has been completed.

Caption 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measure.,

{See attached)

Question 20 words which plainly phrases the chief purpose of the measure,

(See attached)

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect.
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Explanatory Statement 500 words that impartially explains the measure and its effect,

If the county is producing a voters’ pamphlet an explanatory statement must be drafted and attached to this form for:

asure referred b i lections authority;
> any measure referred by the district e ity; or Explanatory Statement Attached? [H] Yes ) [ no

- any initiative or referendum, if required by local ordinance.

Authorized District Official Not required to be notarized.

Name | Title
Ashley McCarron ‘ Senior Assistant Attorney
Mailing Address | Contact Phone

600 NE Grand Avenue, Portland, OR 97232 503-813-7522

By signing this document:

- | hereby state that | am authorized by the district elections authority to submit this Notice of Measure Election; and

- | certify that notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot title challenge process for this measure
completed.

Signature Redacted

August 18, 2022

Signature | Date Signed



Caption:

Question:

Summary:

Attachment to SEL 803

BALLOT TITLE

Renews local option levy; protects natural areas, water quality, fish

Should Metro protect water quality, fish, natural areas, parks; renew 5-year operating
levy, 9.6¢ per $1,000 assessed value, beginning 20237

This measure renews current Jocal option taxes.

This levy does not increase tax rates. It continues the same rate previously approved by
volers.

The levy protects water quality, restores. fish and wildlife habitat, and connects people
with nature across 18,000 acres of parks, trails and natural areas. The levy funds ongoing
restoration of natural areas acquired through three voter-approved bond measures. It also
improves people’s access to nature, by maintaining Metro parks and natural areas,
providing nature education for visitors and schoolchildren, and supporting community-
led nature projects and programs.

If renewed, the levy will continue to:

» Maintain and improve water quality in local rivers and streams
Protect and restore habitat for salmon, other native fish
Restore wetlands, forests and floodplains providing habitat for birds, wildlife
Manage natural areas to better withstand heat, wildfire, extreme weather
Maintain parks and trails; maintain and improve restrooms, picnic shelters, play
areas, trailheads, and othet visitor facilities and services

e Increase opportunities for children from low-income families and communities of
color to connect with nature

A home assessed at $250,000 would pay $24 per year for five years.

If renewed, the proposed rate (9.6¢ per $1,000 assessed value) will raise $18,065,947.00
in 2023-24, $18,833,750.00 in 2024-25, $19,634,184.00 in 2025-26, $20,468,637.00 in
2026-27 and $21,338,555.00 in 2027-28.



Measure 26-225, renewal of the Metro Parks and Nature Local Option Levy, will protect
clean water, restore fish and wildlife habitat, and increase opportunities for people to
connect with nature across 18,000 acres of regional parks, trails and natural areas,

Voters first approved the Parks and Nature levy in 2013, and renewed it in 2016. Since 2013, the
levy has provided dedicated funding to restore and maintain habitat and connect people with
nature, making our region more livable as our population grows.

If passed, this measure would renew the levy for five additional years at its current rate: 9.6 cents
per $1,000 of assessed value, or $24 annually for a home assessed at $250,000. Renewal will not
increase the tax rate currently paid by homeowners in Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington
counties.

What would passing Measure 26-225 do?

Improve water quality, restore fish and wildlife habitat

About half of levy funding will support ongoing restoration of parks and natural areas managed by
Metro across the greater Portland region — more than 18,000 acres from Chehalem Ridge near
Forest Grove to the Sandy River near Gresham, from Chinook Landing and Broughton Beach on the
Columbia River to Graham Oaks near Wilsonville,

If passed, this measure will provide funding to:

* Improve water quality in the Willamette, Clackamas, Tualatin and Sandy rivers, and area
creeks and streams

* Restore habitat for salmon and other native fish in local rivers and streams

* Restore threatened and rare plant communities, control invasive weeds

* Enhance wetlands, forests and floodplains to protect critical wildlife habitat

» Manage natural areas to better withstand hotter summers, extreme weather-and
wildfires

Provide access to nature for people

About half of levy funding will connect people with nature across greater Portland. Levy funding
will maintain safe and welcoming visitor facilities and services at 17 developed parks, such as Blue
Lake and Oxbow, Smith and Bybee Wetlands, Chehalem Ridge, Cooper Mountain, Mount Talbert,
Scouters Mountain and Canemah Bluff, About 2.5 million people visit these parks annually for
walking, hiking, picnicking, birdwatching, camping, boating, fishing, and family and community
gatherings.

Additionally, levy funding will support nature education programming and volunteering
opportunities, as well as grants to nonprofit organizations for projects that connect community
members with nature.

If passed, this measure will provide funding to:

* Increase access to local rivers, forests and natural areas




* Improve visitor services, accessibility and operations at Metro parks, including
maintaining and improving restrooms, picnic areas, trails, play areas, and other visitor
facilities

¢ Ensure park visitors of alt backgrounds have opportunities to access the benefits of
nature, including improved health and well-being

¢ Provide nature education programs, including for children from low-income families
and communities of color

o Create.opportunities for community-led nature education and stewardship projects

Accountability .
Program expenses will be subject to annual audits and presented in the budget adopted by the
Metro Council. An annual report detailing program expenses, accomplishments and progress
toward specific outcomes will be presented to the community and posted on Metro’s website.





