
D A N  J O H N S O N  

September 30, 2021 

Board of County Commissioners 

Clackamas County 

Members of the Board: 

Resolution Approving Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue (TVF&R) 

Fire Code Ordinance 2020-21 

Purpose/Outcomes To adopt a resolution approving the Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue ordinance 

2020-21 in accordance to ORS 478.924. 

Dollar Amount and 

Fiscal Impact 

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue provide services for a small portion of 

unincorporated Clackamas County. This ordinance has no fiscal impact on the 

county.  

Funding Source N/A  

Duration Ongoing 

Previous Board 

Action 

Scheduled for Issues on September 21, 2021. 

Strategic Plan 

Alignment 

1. How does this item align with your Department’s Strategic Business Plan

goals?

Ordinance 2020-01 helps to ensure emergency preparedness and

disaster response by providing coordination with TVF&R for daily

emergency responses and in the event of a natural disaster. This

ordinance allows TVF&R to work through their ordinance to meet the

Oregon Fire Code requirements.

2. How does this item align with the County’s Performance Clackamas

goals?

By adopting the TVF&R ordinance 2020-01 it ensures we provide safe, 

healthy and secure communities to Clackamas county residents who 

are served by TVF&R. The ordinance also builds trust through good 

government by meeting the state statutes as required in ORS 478.924 

County Counsel 

Review 

Reviewed and approved by County Counsel on 9-14-21    NB 

Procurement 

Review 
1. Was the item processed through Procurement?  yes ☐ no ☒

2. If no, provide brief explanation: There is no fiscal impact and

procurement was not necessary for this ordinance adoption.

Contact Person Matt Rozzell, Building Codes Administrator  (503) 742-4748 
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BACKGROUND:  

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue (TVF&R) provides fire protection within portions of Clackamas 

County. TVF&R reviews and updates its fire code ordinance periodically to reflect changes in state 

codes, laws, and regulations. For TVF&R to maintain “exempt” fire district status with the State of 

Oregon, OAR 837-039-0015 requires adoption of regulations that are consistent with minimum 

state fire code standards. TVF&R Ordinance 2020-01 does that.  

TVF&R is an “Exempt Jurisdiction” per OAR 837, Division 39, meaning that TVF&R has enacted 

adequate regulations conforming to state and national standards concerning fire prevention, fire 

safety measures, and building construction requirements for safety. TVF&R provides enforcement 

of those regulations. If adopted, these regulations would only apply in those areas of 

unincorporated Clackamas County served by TVF&R. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff respectfully recommends adoption of a Resolution approving Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Fire 

Code Ordinance 2020-01. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Rozzell 

Matt Rozzell, Building Codes Administrator 

Department of Transportation and Development 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution (with signed Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Ordinance 2020-01)
2. Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue FAQ sheet



BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF CLACKAMAS COUNTY, STATE OF OREGON 

WHEREAS, Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue is a rural fire protection 
district that provides fire protection within portions of Clackamas County; and, 

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2020, pursuant to ORS 478, the 
Board of Directors of Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue has adopted a new Fire 
Code, Ordinance 2020-01, that incorporates the latest Oregon Fire Code, 
including any amendments as adopted by the Office of the State Fire Marshal; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Ordinance 2020-01, and the associated 
Fire Code, is to establish the minimum requirements consistent with nationally 
recognized good practice for providing a reasonable level of life safety and 
property protection from the hazards of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions in 
new and existing buildings, structures and premises and to provide for the safety 
of firefighters and emergency responders during emergency operations; and, 

WHEREAS, ORS 478.924 requires the county to approve, by 
resolution, the fire prevention code adopted by Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue if 
the county desires to have the adopted fire code apply within the portions of the 
county served by Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue; and 

WHEREAS, Clackamas County intends that the approval of 
Ordinance 2020-01 would supersede any past resolutions whereby the County 
may have approved fire prevention codes adopted by Tualatin Valley Fire & 
Rescue Tualatin Valley Fire. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Clackamas County Board of 
Commissions do hereby resolve:  

Section 1. The Board approves the Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue Fire 
Prevention Code Ordinance 2020-01, attached as Exhibit A. The 
attached ordinance shall apply within portions of Clackamas County 
served by Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue. 

In the Matter of a Resolution 
Approving Tualatin Valley Fire and 
Rescue’s Fire Code and Repealing 
Past Resolutions 

Resolution No. __________ 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF CLACKAMAS COUNTY, STATE OF OREGON 

Section 2. Any past resolutions whereby the County may have approved fire 
prevention codes adopted by Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue 
Tualatin Valley Fire are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This resolution takes effect upon its adoption. 

DATED this ________ day of __________________, 2021. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

________________________________ 
Chair 

________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 

In the Matter of a Resolution 
Approving Tualatin Valley Fire and 
Rescue’s Fire Code and Repealing 
Past Resolutions 

Resolution No. __________ 
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EXHIBIT A



EXHIBIT A



EXHIBIT A



Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue 
Fire Code Ordinance 2020-01   

 If TVF&R’s elected board of directors already adopted this ordinance, why do 
cities and counties served by TVF&R need to pass a resolution approving it? 

ORS 478.910 requires a fire district board to adopt their fire prevention code in accordance 
with ORS 198.510-198.600. Following adoption by TVF&R’s board, ORS 478.924 further 
mandates that any city or county within the district must also approve the fire code by 
resolution. If not adopted in a city or county, a legal uncertainty could exist about fire code 
enforcement, plan review services, application of local amendments, appeals board 
proceedings, and other related issues. The resolution is the mechanism required by state 
law to ensure that TVF&R has coordinated with city or county governments. 

Why did TVF&R adopt a new fire code ordinance?  
 

TVF&R reviews and updates its fire code ordinance periodically to reflect changes in state 
codes, laws, and regulations. For TVF&R to maintain ‘exempt’ fire district status with the 
State of Oregon, OAR 837-039-0015 requires adoption of regulations that are consistent 
with minimum state fire code standards. TVF&R Ordinance 2020-01 does that. 

 
   What is “Exempt Status?” 
 

TVF&R is an “Exempt Jurisdiction” per OAR 837, Division 39, meaning that TVF&R has 
enacted adequate regulations conforming to state and national standards concerning fire 
prevention, fire safety measures, and building construction requirements for safety.  
TVF&R provides enforcement of those regulations.    

Exempt status allows TVF&R to maintain local delivery of all services related to fire code 
compliance within TVF&R’s service area, including: Building official support, fire and arson 
investigation, fire code enforcement, and fire inspections. If TVF&R were not an “Exempt 
Jurisdiction”, the State Fire Marshal’s Office would have final jurisdiction over all matters 
related to fire code and fire investigations. Fire investigation services are best delivered at 
the local level to provide the highest degree of customer service for local government 
partners, residents, and businesses.  

 
   Does TVF&R have local amendments or deviations from the Oregon Fire Code? 
 

No. An amendment was removed from TVF&R’s previous 2014 ordinance related to fire 
alarm verification since it is now captured in the adopted state code. (Alarm verification can 
reduce nuisance false alarms.) 

 
  Does approval of TVF&R’s ordinance give a city/county authority to enforce the  
 fire code? 

No. A resolution approving TVF&R’s ordinance does not transfer any authority for fire code 
enforcement to a city or county. Authority to administer and enforce the fire code is statutorily 
designated to the State Fire Marshal and local fire officials who serve as “deputies” to the 
State Fire Marshal. 

Last updated October 2020 
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