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Mik &  
Nero in ... The Hardest Lesson

it’s my brother! 

He’s drunk! He 

just crashed our 

parents’ car!

Uh, near, um, 146 

Clover Lane in 

Westbrook! I told 

him not to go!

CRASH

“Two units are on 

their way. Please 

Stay calm -”

“Okay, stay calm. 

Where did this 

happen?”

“911. What’s your 

emergency?”



Dispatch, we’ve 

arrived. We have 

a single-vehicle 

crash into a tree. 

Step up medical.

Checking on the 

driver now...



Unnh.... What 

happened? 

Carly?...

where’s 

Carly?...

Don’t 

move, sir. 

Help is on 

the way... 

I’ll stay with him until the 

paramedics arrive! Take Nero 

and find the passenger!

I can smell 

the alcohol 

from here... 

They’d been 
drinking!  

I told them 
not to drive!

Unhh...



I made the 
phone call! 
That’s my 
brother!  

is he okay?

stay back, son! 

Your brother 

is alive! We’re 

looking for the 

passenger now!

What’s your 

name, son?
Hang on, Jaden.  

Paramedics are 

on the way....

Jaden...

What happened 

before the 

crash?



Earlier that evening...

ha ha

ha ha

Aw, 

man!
ha 

ha

crash



Ha ha! 

Whoops!

Dang! I think 

that was the 

good stuff!

Oh, hey, 

little 

brother...

I think I saw 

another bottle 

in there!  

Hang on!

Mom and Dad told you  

not to touch that stuff 

while they were gone! 

And you’re TWELVE,  

you little twerp! We’re 

just having fun! Relax!

What are 

you DOiNG, 
Jaden?

Also: YOU’RE 

SiXTEEN.



Jaden, you do  

this too much. I’m 

worried about you!

...And you 

aren’t 

gonna tell 

them!

I’m  

totally 

telling 

them!

I’ll have this all cleaned 

up before they get home. 

Billy said he’d buy us 

some replacements.

Mom and Dad 

are never 

gonna know....



Come on, 

little bro.  

I’m gonna 

talk you out 

of your snitch 

tendencies at 

the taco joint. 

I’m buying.

Come on. 

Fifteen-layer 

burrito on me.

No! You’re not 

safe! I’ll take 

your keys!

Oh 

no.

I’ve already 

GOT my keys!

What - you’re 

DRiViNG now? 

Jaden, no! You’ve 

been drinking! AND 

you’re grounded!

All you have 

to do is focus, 

little brother. 

Relax.

I’ve seen 

Dad do it.



Heh

Jaden, if you 

do this, I’m 

calling Mom 

and Dad! I’m 

calling the 

police!

I’M GETTiNG 

THE PHONE!

you little 

snitch!

Man, that kid  

needs to lighten up.

Crash
Scree!



Beep

Beep

Beep

SCREeeeECH

Vrrrrrrr

I’M  
DiALiNG!

No!

I’ll bring you 

back some 

Mexi-fries!



Crunch

Scree!

JADEN!

Oh 

no.

“911. What’s your 

emergency?”



I have to call 

Mom and Dad....

You did the right thing, 

son. We’ll do everything 

we can to help him.

I found the 
passenger!



The next 

morning. Unhhh...

Oh... hey. We heard you 

were waking 

up, Jaden.



Mom... Dad... I’ll 

work to buy you 

a new car....

Guess you’re glad you 

didn’t come along, 

huh, little brother?

That’s not 

important 

now, Jaden.

The police are 

out in the hall.

When you’re 

ready, they need 

to ask you some 

questions... 

Wait. 

Where’s 

Carly?

She... She was thrown 

through the  

windhield when you 

hit the tree, Jaden.

Carly  

almost 

died.

Oh No...



ONE YEAR LATER. ...I learned bad 

decisions can 

change your life 

forever.

I learned the 

hardest lesson 

when I crashed 

that car...

I nearly killed my 

girlfriend - now 

my ex-girlfriend...
I lost my 

parents’ 

trust...

I lost my 

driver’s 

license...

I had a  

horrible time  

in juvenile hall...

I have to stand 

up here and tell 

you this story...

... and my leg 

will never 

fully heal.



The 
End

there are some 

people here 

tonight I really 

need to thank...

I need to thank the deputies 

- and their dogs - who were 

first on the scene that night...

I need to thank 

my parents for 

their love and 

support over the 

past year as I 

pay my debt to 

society...

And I especially 

need to thank my 

little brother for 

trying to stop me...

You were 

right, kiddo...
 I wish I’d 

listened.



Mik & Nero’s

Teaching Moment

• Most important: Keep yourself safe. 
• If you’re aware that someone who has been drinking is driving,  
   call 911.
• Never confront your friend/family member while they’re  
   drunk or high. 
• If your friend/family member becomes angry or violent, leave and 
   bring the subject up later when he/she is calm. 

• You can always turn to an adult for help (mom/dad, grandma/grandpa, aunt/uncle,  
school counselor, neighbor, police).

• Trust your instincts. If something doesn’t feel right, it isn’t right.
• Share your love and concern for your friend/brother/sister and urge them  

not to drink and not to drink and drive.
• You can say, “I am worried about you, I care about 

you,” and/or “I don’t want you to get hurt.”
• How you say something is just as important as  

what you say. A supportive, caring tone works best. 
• If your friend/brother/sister doesn’t listen, keep trying different strategies: Take their keys 

away (only if it’s safe), contact parents and/or the police, or tell the nearest adult.
• Keep telling people until you get the help you need.
• Call the national hotline at 1-800-788-2800 (7 days a week, 24 hours a day).
• Remember: Your friend/family member’s drug use is not your fault!

Above the Influence 
www.AboveTheInfluence.com

Clackamas Safe Communities 
www.ClackamasSafeCommunities.org

Oregon Impact 
www.OregonImpact.org

Clackamas County Department of Health, Housing and Human Services 
www.clackamas.us/dhs

Learn more 

at these 

Web sites!

Kids, if you’re worried about someone you 

know who’s struggling with drugs or alcohol, 

here are some things you can do to help!

TIPS ProvIDED BY
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