
Rhododendron CPO Meeting 
Saturday, January 18th, 2020 

Mt. Hood RV Village 

Open Meeting: 
Chairman Steve Graeper called the meeting to order at 10:35AM and welcomed all who were in 
attendance. He mentioned that Vice Chair Mike Miskowicz was out of town, but all other Board 
members were present and he introduced them. There were 16 signatures on the sign-in sheet 
(available on request). It was determined that a quorum was present. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Graeper explained that the November 19, 2019 minutes were posted at the post office and 
distributed to the email list. He called for corrections or additions and there were none.  John 
Young moved and Carol Haugk seconded a motion to approve the minutes as distributed. 
Motion carried and the minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Sharon Lamoreaux presented the treasurer’s report. 
 
Beginning combined balance as of 11/16/2019: $4,602.16 
There was a total of $1672.29 deposited and $2371.69 in expenses and transfers for December. 
 Ending balances as of 12/31/2019 are as follows: 
 General Fund $1,292.51 
 Garden Fund $   246.17 
 Rhody Rising $1,269.08 
 Firewise Fund $1,095.00 
Total combined balances as of 12/31/2019 $3,902.76 
 
Sharon explained the various funds and pointed out that the Rhody CPO was the umbrella for 
all the funds. 
 
Bob Phillips noted that Steve Graeper has incurred several expenses getting ready for the 
Centennial Celebration. Bob Phillips moved and Carol Haugk seconded a motion to reimburse 
Steve for expenses incurred on the Rhody Rising effort and the Centennial Celebration. The 
motion carried unanimously. Sharon asked that he submit an itemized list of expenses. 
 
Old Business (Committee Reports) 
Centennial Celebration Committee:  Bob Phillips gave the Centennial Report. Judi Graeper 
passed out a poster for the event. The celebration begins at 1:00PM on Saturday, January 25 at 
the Still Creek Inn. Both Bob and Steve are hoping for a good turnout. There will be several 
guest speakers. Steve displayed the envelopes, post cards, and stamps that will be sold at the 
event. The CPO also has a new supply of the Rhododendron stickers/decals with our logo that 
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will be available for sale. Many stamp collectors (philatelists) have shown an interest in the 
special Rhododendron Centennial Celebration cancellation that Renee Lamoreaux designed for 
the event. Bob made a request for volunteers to help with the event. 

He also discussed the August 8 Steiner Cabin Tour and how the Rhododendron CPO plans to 
“piggy back” on this event. He hopes to have booths scattered along the tour route selling, 
food, rhododendron plants, and Rhody logo t-shirts, hats, stickers, stamps, etc. In addition, 
there will be booths offering displays about the Rhody Rising effort, ODFW Fish and stream 
restoration programs, and we hope to have indigenous people making and selling their 
creations. All proceeds will go into the Rhododendron CPO General fund. The tickets for the 
Steiner Tour go on sale July 1, 2020. 

Rhododendron Memorial Garden:  Barbara Novinger gave the Garden Report. She stated the 
three new Rhododendron plants were doing well. Barbara and Merv will attempt to fertilize the 
bushes in March, weather permitting. There is also a little more trimming that needs to be 
completed. 

Road Clean-Up:  Steve gave the Road Clean-Up report in Melanie Farnsworth’s absence. The 
next road clean-up will be in late March or early April. Melanie’s report pointed out there were 
far too many cigarette butts in the Mt. Hood Food parking lot and along Arlie Mitchel Rd. She 
felt the chemicals from the butts could be harmful to the environment. 

Chamber of Commerce:  Due to Mike Miskowicz being out of town there was no report. Steve 
noted Mike is the Chairman of the Chamber and is doing a great job. 

Clackamas County CPO Summit: There was no CPO Summit report. Steve stated that the next 
meeting would be Monday. He also said county code enforcement was on their agenda. 

Gateway Entry Sign: The Gateway Entry Sign is still a work in progress. 

Other Old Business 
Carol Haugk commented on the home address sign order forms. The address signs are available 
through the Hoodland Fire District and the forest service. 
 
New Business 
Steve Graeper spoke on the Firewise meeting he had with Oregon Department of Forestry and 
Hoodland Fire District. The discussion centered on each home owner taking control of their 
wildfire risk. The main goal is for homeowners to have a 30ft defensible space around the 
home. The hope is by keeping the area cleared, it will help mitigate and minimize the damage 
resulting from wild fire. Graeper pointed out that the Fire Department would be more apt to 
give special attention and try and save homes that had a 30ft cleared area. We will have more 
on the Firewise Program at the March CPO meeting.  
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Rhododendron History Book 
Judi Graeper gave a report on the progress she has made in putting the Rhododendron History 
Book together. She is in the process of gathering information on Rhododendron and is looking 
for 150 or so historical pictures of Rhododendron along with captions. She has a list of people 
that she and her committee are gathering information and photos from, but asks if anyone has 
historical pictures and stories to please let her know. 

Judi is working with a publisher, Arcadia Publishing, who publishes the Images of America 
series. The book will sell for $22.00 and the CPO has signed a contract committing to 400 copies 
of the book. Steve stated the CPO is required to pay a 20% deposit ($1,055.00) towards the 
book. He stated that the CPO has an anonymous donor who is willing to loan the CPO $800.00 
towards the bill, but $255.00 is still owing. He asked for a motion and a second to have the CPO 
authorize the payment of the remaining deposit balance. Leslie and Bob Phillips then stepped 
up and offered to loan the CPO the additional $225.00. Judi thanked Bob & Leslie and said the 
project has proven to be a very challenging undertaking. 
 
Other New Business 
Steve welcomed Todd and Jan Ostrom who recently purchased The Still Creek Inn. They own 
Busy Bee Catering and Jan gave a brief report on their plans for the venue after they take 
possession.  
 
Steve reported there was also a new owner of The Log Lodge, but he does not know if it will be 
a “sit down” restaurant. 
 
Rhody Rising Subcommittee Report 
Steve gave a brief report on the updated ODOT Transportation Growth Management – Quick 
Response Grant. He said all systems were a go. The TGM-QR Inter-governmental agreement has 
been signed by both Clackamas County and ODOT. They are ready to disburse the funds to pay 
a consulting firm to help develop a plan for Rhododendron’s future. 
 
Since there was no further business, President Steve Graeper adjourned the meeting at 
11:57AM. 
 
Next Rhododendron CPO meeting to be held Saturday, March 21st. Place and time to be 
determined. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Merv Novinger 
Recording Secretary 


