
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Clackamas County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) 
FROM:  Gary Schmidt, County Administrator 
RE:  Oregon Geographic Names Board Proposal – Stone Butte 
DATE:  May 14, 2024 

REQUEST: Does the Board want to comment on a proposal currently under consideration by the Oregon 
Geographic Names Board to name an unnamed butte in the City of Happy Valley. 

BACKGROUND: Through a public proposal process, geographic features in the United States are officially 
named by the United States Board on Geographic Names, based on recommendations from state-level 
geographic naming boards. The Oregon Geographic Names Board is currently considering a proposal, 
submitted by the City of Happy Valley, to name a butte approximately ½ mile northeast of Carver. The name 
would be Stone Butte. The butte is currently unnamed and is located within Happy Valley’s jurisdiction. 

As part of the recommendation process, the Oregon Geographic Names Board is required to solicit comment 
from the County, local historical societies, Native American tribes, affected landowners, and government land 
management agencies. Any comments received will be considered when the Oregon Geographic Names 
Board makes its recommendation to the US Board on Geographic Names that will make the final decision. 
Staff are not aware of any comments from any other organizations on the proposed name, other than a letter of 
support from the landowner. Naming the geographic feature is not expected to have any effect on the local 
community. 

The Board may support this name change, oppose this name change, or take no action. 

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the Board take no action on the proposed name. 

Attachments: 

• April 19, 2024 Letter from the Oregon Geographic Names Board 
• The Board on Geographic Names Domestic Names Committee Proposal – Stone Butte 



 
OREGON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES BOARD 

Oregon Historical Society 
1200 SW Park Avenue 

Portland, Oregon 97205 
 

April 19, 2024 
To: Clackamas County Board of Commissioners 
Re: Proposal to name a butte in Clackamas County 
From: Oregon Geographic Names Board 
  

 The Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) is responsible for supervising the naming of 

geographic features within Oregon and making recommendations to the United States Board on 

Geographic Names which has final approval authority. We have received a proposal from The City of 

Happy Valley to name an unnamed butte near the community of Carver. The proponent, Michael 

Walter, AICP, is a planner with the city. He proposes the name Stone Butte because at one time there 

was a Stone Post Office in the vicinity of this feature.  

The OGNB is required to obtain written comments concerning this proposal from interested 

parties, including; county governments, local historical societies, Native American tribes, affected 

landowners, and government land management agencies.  

We have included the proposal for your review and would appreciate your written response 

to this letter within the next 60 days. Please indicate whether Clackamas County supports the 

proposed name Stone Butte, opposes the proposed name, or has no opinion. Additional comments 

about this proposal are welcome.  

Your response can be made either by e-mail or postal mail. Please direct your email to  

ognb@ohs.org or if your response is by letter, send it to the postal address in the heading of this 

letter.  

 

Respectfully, 

Bruce Fisher, President, Oregon Geographic Names Board 
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A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature
A change to an existing name, spelling, or where a name is applied
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1900 photo of the Baker Bridge, Clackamas River at Stone (later Carver) Oregon. 

Courtesy NWPhotoblog.com


















