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Presentation Date:  12/3/14   Start Time:  2:00 pm   Approx. Length:   90 minutes 
Presentation Title: Land Use & Transportation Legislative Priorities Discussion 
Department:           Public and Government Affairs, County Administration 
Presenters:              Gary Schmidt, Chris Lyons, Dan Chandler 
Other Invitees: Barb Cartmill, Mike McCallister, Larry Conrad, Gary Barth, 

Catherine Comer, Stephen Madkour, Nate Boderman  

WHAT ACTION ARE YOU REQUESTING FROM THE BOARD?  
Public and Government Affairs (PGA) staff is seeking further direction from the Board 
on their land use and transportation funding strategic priorities for the 2015 state 
legislative session. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  
On May 6, 2014, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) provided staff with 
direction to research 4-5 possible legislative “strategic” priorities for the 2015 legislative 
session, including priorities focused on land use and transportation funding that are 
explained in more detail below. 
 
Following the May study session, PGA established Special Operations Committees 
comprised of staff from all relevant departments who met regularly on these topics. 
 
On September 9, 2014, the BCC further narrowed the list of possible legislative 
“strategic” priorities to two: land use and transportation funding. 
 
The land use priorities included a focus on the following three issues: 

1. Stafford 
• In mid-October, 374 residents of the Stafford Hamlet participated in an 

advisory vote on this issue.  Of these, 317 residents voted for the Borland 
“employment” area to remain an urban reserve with the rest of the Hamlet 
becoming “undesignated”.  52 residents voted for the entire Stafford Hamlet 
to remain an urban reserve. 

2. Employment Lands 
• The County hired a consultant to help determine the amount of land needed 

for the County to have and maintain a 20-year supply of serviceable non-retail 
employment land in the UGB by 2020.  The results of that study were 
presented to the Board at a study session on November 12, 2014. 

3. Road Improvements in Rural Reserves 
• On September 16, County staff had a conference call with Richard Whitman 

from the Governor’s office and Carrie MacLaren from the Oregon Department 
of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) to discuss this issue.  
Following that call, staff has continued to work with DLCD to explore non-
legislative solutions to this issue. 

 
The transportation funding issues included a focus on two priority projects: 

1. Sunrise Phase II 
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• The County’s top transportation project, Sunrise Phase II would extend the 
Sunrise Corridor from 122nd Ave. to 172nd Ave.  A likely request would include 
funding to pay for right-of-way acquisition. 

2. I-205 Expansion 
• Identified by the BCC as the region’s most important transportation project, 

this project would add an additional travel lane in each direction of I-205 
between Stafford Road and the Abernethy Bridge in Oregon City.  A likely 
request would include funding to pay for an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) and preliminary engineering. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (current year and ongoing): 
N/A 
 
LEGAL/POLICY REQUIREMENTS:  
N/A  
 
PUBLIC/GOVERNMENTAL PARTICIPATION:  
Public and Government Affairs (PGA) continues to maintain close working relationships 
with the County’s legislative delegation, staff, and key state agencies, who would be 
instrumental in helping to advance any of these priorities. 
 
OPTIONS:  

1. Board develops a land use legislative ask, encompassing one or all of the above 
listed components. 

2. Board develops a transportation funding ask in a potential 2015 transportation 
funding package. 

3. Board has no legislative asks on these topics in 2015. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

• Staff recommends the BCC support the two transportation projects for 
inclusion in a possible 2015 transportation funding package. 

• Staff recommends that the County make no specific land use legislative ask 
at this time and instead seek opportunities to convene relevant parties to 
resolve pending issues regarding urban and rural reserves. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
N/A 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  
Division Director/Head Approval ______________________ 
Department Director/Head Approval ____s/Gary Schmidt__ 
County Administrator Approval _______________________  
 

For information on this issue or copies of attachments, please contact Gary Schmidt @ 503-742-5908 
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