
CLACKAMAS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Study Session Worksheet 

Presentation Date: November 24, 2015 Time: 1 :30 pm Length: 1 hour 
Presentation Title: Combating Nuisance Houses in Clackamas County 
Department/Division: Sheriff's Office, Code Enforcement, District Attorney's Office, 
County Counsel 
Presenters: Scott Ciecko, Lt. Graham Phalen, DDA Bill Stewart, Scott Caufield 

WHAT ACTION ARE YOU REQUESTING FROM THE BOARD? 

Staff respectfully requests the Board to consider the proposed amendments to Chapter 
9.01 of the Clackamas County Code governing dangerous buildings. The proposed 
amendments are attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

Staff also requests the Board to direct department managers to investigate their funding 
needs for dealing with and responding to nuisance houses, and to notify the Board of 
the results of the investigations when that information is available to them. 

No other Board action is requested, however, the broader purpose of this policy session 
is to educate the Board on nuisance houses in Clackamas County as well as the efforts 
that are being made to combat them. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

In recent months an increasing amount of attention has been brought to nuisance 
houses within the County. These problem houses often include situations where 
ownership of the house is unclear or in flux, and/or the owner of the house is suffering 
from a condition that impairs his or her ability to properly manage the home. These 
houses become chronic problems in their neighborhoods and are frequently inhabited 
by squatters, are havens for drug use and criminal activity, and accumulate vast 
amounts of solid waste. 

Resolving the problems associated with these houses is time consuming, labor 
intensive, expensive, and challenging. Dealing with the problems requires that staff 
time and financial resources from multiple County departments be utilized in a 
coordinated effort. Last summer (2015) an unofficial task force was put together with 
participants from the Sheriff's Office, Code Enforcement, the District Attorney's Office, 
and County Counsel. More recently, H3S has begun participating in meetings and the 
task force is exploring how to integrate that department into the efforts that are currently 
underway. 

From a legal standpoint, the problems associated with these houses can be difficult to 
combat because they often fall just out of reach of the County Code and State statutes. 
Even when current law does reach the problems at hand, the available legal processes 
can be slow and inefficient. The County's dangerous buildings code is one legal tool 
that is proving to be effective and efficient, however, there are a number of proposed 
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amendments to that Chapter that would greatly help to streamline the process. Thus, 
the County Building Official, along with the departments/divisions working to combat 
these nuisance houses, respectfully request the Board to amend Chapter 9.01 of the 
Clackamas County Code as shown in the materials submitted herewith. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS (current year and ongoing): 

Is this item in your current budget? DYES IZI NO 

What is the cost? Total costs unknown 
What is the funding source? No specific source 

The full costs of these nuisance houses to the County and to the public are difficult to 
quantify. There are currently approximately 20 County employees from numerous 
departments/divisions who are active on the unofficial task force. The amount of staff 
time spent working on these issues varies depending on the role of the employee. 
CCSO patrol deputies and Code Enforcement officers spend a significant amount of 
time investigating, inspecting, and working to find resolutions to nuisance houses. 

These problem houses also undoubtedly impose a financial impact on the public. Two 
recent meetings where nuisance houses have been discussed attracted approximately 
90 and 150 citizens, respectively. Furthermore local partners (Oak Lodge Sanitation 
District and Oak Lodge Water District) have participated in a recent cleanup effort by 
donating dumpsters, a front-loader, and employee time to remove some of the solid 
waste that had accumulated at the site. 

At present there are 25 houses on the task force list of nuisance houses. This list is 
largely limited to the area on or near Highway 99E (SE Mcloughlin Blvd.), however, the 
task force hopes to expand its efforts County-wide in the future. Attached to this 
worksheet as Exhibit 2 is a case study of two specific houses that have recently been 
targeted by County staff. The case study includes the financial impacts to the Sheriff's 
Department in working to resolve the problems faced. 

In working to find solutions to these problem houses, County staff frequently discovers 
that people with legitimate property interests in the houses do not have the financial 
resources to clean up solid waste accumulations, conduct the repairs needed to ensure 
minimum health and safety, or to secure the house against squatters. This is true even 
after unwanted people have been removed from the homes. Consequently, utilizing 
County funds in certain situations could be extremely helpful in situations where 
cooperative owners lack the resources to take necessary remedial steps. 

Currently Section 9.01.280 of the County Code calls for a dangerous building "repair 
and demolition fund," which is intended to assist with these situations. Unfortunately, 
this fund has not contained any money in recent years. Additionally, Section 10.03.230 
of the County Code creates a "Solid Waste Disposal Fund," which is funded and utilized 
by DTD Resource Conservation & Solid Waste program. The program's budget, 
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however, has not contained any line-items in recent years for cleanup of illegal solid 
waste accumulations such as those encountered when dealing with nuisance houses. 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

Continuing to combat nuisance houses in Clackamas County is entirely consistent with 
the Performance Clackamas goal of ensuring safe, healthy, and secure communities. 
These nuisance houses have significant negative impacts on their neighborhoods. As 
described above the houses are frequently inhabited by squatters, are havens for drug 
use and criminal activity, and accumulate vast amounts of solid waste. In addition, 
some of these houses become infested by vermin, emit foul odors, are structurally 
unsound, lack proper water and sewer connections, and pose health risks to the 
occupants as well as other people in their immediate vicinity. 

LEGAL/POLICY REQUIREMENTS: 

If the Board is inclined to make the suggested amendments to Chapter 9.01 of the 
County Code (dangerous buildings), such changes can be implemented on an 
emergency basis, effective immediately upon adoption, by approving an ordinance. 
Approval can occur at a single public meeting of the governing body, provided the vote 
in favor of the ordinance is unanimous. If the vote is not unanimous, then the ordinance 
must be adopted by conducting two votes at least 13 days apart. 

Any budgetary or funding changes should be implemented upon consultation with the 
finance department and the managers or directors of the other impacted departments. 

PUBLIC/GOVERNMENTAL PARTICIPATION: 

In addition to this policy session and a business meeting that will be needed to adopt 
changes to the County Code, it does not appear that any other immediate government 
or public processes are necessary. 

That being said, public involvement and cooperation is essential in combatting nuisance 
houses. There have been several neighborhood meetings that have already occurred 
about problem homes, and these meetings have been well attended. CCSO deputies 
have been active in talking with community members where problem houses are 
located. Continued public outreach will be necessary to identify problem homes and to 
determine the best approaches for dealing with each unique situation. 

OPTIONS: 

As to the proposed amendments to the County Code the Board could (1) adopt an 
ordinance implementing the amendments on an emergency basis; (2) adopt an 
ordinance implementing the amendments in the normal course; or (3) take no action 
and leave the County Code as it currently exists. 
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As to the budgetary and funding issues discussed the Board could (1) direct department 
managers to further investigate their funding needs and provide the Board with more 
specific funding and budgetary needs when available; or (2) take no action. 

The other issues presented in this policy session are primarily for informational 
purposes and require no Board action at this time. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff respectfully requests that the Board adopt the proposed ordinance changes to 
Chapter 9.01 of the Clackamas County Code in order to give County employees a more 
efficient and more effective tool in combating nuisance houses in the County. 

Staff further requests the Board to direct department managers to further investigate 
their funding needs and provide the Board with more specific funding and budgetary 
needs when available. 

If the Board is not inclined to take these requested actions the County departments 
involved on combating nuisance houses will continue to maintain the status quo as to 
dealing with nuisance houses. This approach can yield results in dealing with the 
problems, however, the current process is not nearly as efficient or as effective as it 
could be with further funding, coordination, and legislative fixes. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit 1 - proposed changes to Chapter 9.01 of the Clackamas County Code. 
Exhibit 2 - case study of two specific nuisance houses recently dealt with in the County 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Scott Ciecko, Assistant County Counsel 
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Chapter 9.01 
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9.01 Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings and Structures 

9.01.010 Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide a just, equitable and practicable method, to be 
cumulative with addition to any other remedy provided by the Building Code, Housing Code or 
otherwise available by law. Whereby buildings or structures which from any cause endanger the 
life, limb, health, property, safety, or welfare of the general public or their occupants may be 
required to be repaired, vacated or demolished. 
A. The purpose of this chapter is not to create or otherwise establish or designate any 

particular class or group of persons who will or should be especially protected or 
benefited by the terms of this chapter. 

B. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all dangerous buildings and structures, as 
herein defined, which are now in existence or which may hereafter become dangerous in 
this jurisdiction. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.020 Alterations, Additions and Repairs 

All buildings or structures, which are required to be repaired, under the provisions of this 
chapter, shall remain subject to all applicable provisions oflaw, including but not limited to the 
Oregon Specialty Code. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.030 Administration 

A. The building official and his or her authorized representatives are hereby delegated full 
authority to enforce the provisions of this chapter. The building official shall have the 
power to render interpretations of this chapter, to adopt and enforce rules and 
supplemental regulations in order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such 
interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in conformity with the intent and purpose of 
this chapter. 

B. The Compliance Hearings Ofticer appointed pursuant to Chapter 2.07. ha the authority 
and jurisdiction to conduct hearings to enforce the pr visions of this cha1 ter. 

C. TI1e fo llowing Clackamas County employees are Authorized Representatives'' fthe 
building official : 
1. The Deputy Building Codes Administrator: 
2. The Plan Review Supervisor; and 
3. The Structural/Mechanical inspector Supervisor. 

D. The words, phrases, and provisions in this chapter shall be construed as specified herein 
or as specified in the Building Code where terms are not defined, they shall have their 
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ordinary accepted meanings within the context with which they are used. Webster's Third 
New International Dictionary of the English Language Unabridged; copyright 1986, shall 
be construed as providing ordinary accepted meanings. Words used in the singular 
include the plural and the plural the singular. Words used in the masculine gender include 
the feminine and the feminine the masculine. 
1. BUILDING CODE is the Clackamas County Building Code, as defined in Section 

9.02.040. 
2. DANGEROUS BUILDING is any building or structure deemed to be dangerous 

under the provisions of Section 9.01.100 of this chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7 113/00] 

9.01.040 Inspections 

The health officer, the building official, and their staff are hereby authorized to make any such 
inspections and take such actions as may be required to enforce the provisions of this chapter. 
Where provisions of the Oregon Fire Code may be at issue, the building office shall consult with 
a fire marshal prior to taking action under this chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.050 Right of Entry 

When the health officer, building official or the building official's authorized representative has 
reasonable suspicion to believe that there exists in a building or upon premises a condition which 
is contrary to or in violation of this chapter, that makes the building or premises unsafe, 
dangerous, or hazardous, the building official, the building official's authorized representatives, 
the health official and their staff may enter the building or premises at reasonable times to 
inspect or to perform the duties imposed by this chapter, provided that if such building or 
premises were occupied that credentials be presented to the occupant and entry requested. If 
such building or premises be unoccupied, the building official shall first make a reasonable effort 
to locate the owner or other persons having charge or control of the building or premises and 
request entry. If entry is refused, the building official shall have recourse to the remedies 
provided by law to secure entry. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.060 Abatement Of Dangerous Buildings 

All buildings or portions thereof, which are determined after inspection or receipt of other 
verifiable information to be dangerous, as defined in this chapter, are hereby declared to be 
public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or removal in 
accordance with the procedure specified in Section 9.01.100 of this chapter. In addition to 
abatement as described herein, a dangerous building may be ordered to be vacated subject to the 
provisions of this chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.070 Violations 
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It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy or maintain any building, or 
structure, cause or permit the same to be done in violation of this chapter or any provision of the 
Building Code. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.080 Inspection Of Work 

All buildings or structures within the scope of this chapter and all construction or work for which 
a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the building official or the building 
official's authorized representative in accordance with and in the manner provided by this 
chapter and of the Building Code. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.090 Code Compliance Hearings Officer 

A. As authorized by Section 9.01.030 (B) of this code, and subject to hapter 2.07 of this 
code, the Code Compliance Hearings Officer shall conduct hearings and render decisions 
to enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

B. The Code Compliance Hearings Officer shall have no authority to interpret the 
ad mini trative provisions of this chapter nor shall the Code Compliance Hearings Officer 
be empowered to waive requirements of this chapter. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.100 Dangerous Building or Structure 

For the purpose of this chapter, any building, building system, or structure which has any or all 
of the conditions or defects hereinafter described hall be deemed to be a dangerous building or 
structure, provided that such conditions or defects endanger the life, health, property or safety of 
its occupants or the public. 

A. Whenever a building or structure is determined to be structurally unsound or defective 
such that building collapse or other structural failure may occur or where such a structural 
condition exists that may be injurious to life, limb, or property. 

B. Whenever a required door, aisle, passageway, stair, or other exit component or system is 
blocked or otherwise rendered unusable or is otherwise in violation of any applicable 
code. 

C. Whenever a building or structure is being used or occupied contrary to the manner in 
which it was approved provided that such use creates a life or fire safety hazard, health 
hazard, or environmental hazard to the building occupants or adjacent property owners. 

D. Whenever a building or structure is effected by one or more health hazards including but 
not limited to inadequate plumbing and/or sanitation, inadequate light and/or ventilation, 
chemical hazard, toxins, or is otherwise determined to be unfit for human habitation or 
use. 
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E. Whenever, for any reason, a building or structure or a portion thereof is manifestly unsafe 
for the purpose for which it is being used. 

F. Whenever a building contains a fire hazard as defined in the most current edition of the 
Oregon Fire Code that creates an immediate threat to life or fire safety. 

G. Whenever any building system (electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning or other permanently installed system) is determined to be unsafe or 
otherwise in violation of any applicable code or ordinance. 

H. Whenever permanently installed equipment or machinery creates a structural, life or fire 
safety hazard, health or other hazard. 

I. Whenever the accumulation of solid and/or putrescible waste creates a structural, life or 
fire safety, health or other hazard. 

J. Whenever an environmental hazard exists that poses an immediate danger to the 
occupants of a building or where the continued use of a building will cause the 
environmental hazard to worsen. 

K. Whenever an occupied building lacks an operationaL potable water supply. 
L. Whenever an occupied building lacks a functioning connection to public sewer or an 

approved and fully operational septic facilities. 
M. Whenever any other condition exists that creates a significant structural, life or fire 

safety, health or other hazard that impacts the occupancy or continued use of buildings or 
structures. In such cases, the health officer or the building official shall cite the specific 
reason( s) that the building or structure has been determined to be unsafe. 

9.01.110 Notices And Orders Of Building Official 

When the building official or the building official's authorized representative has inspected, 
caused to be inspected, or rccdved a sufficient amount of verifiable infonnation about any 
buiJding and has found and detennined that such bui lding is a dangerous building, the building 
official shall commence proceedings to cause the repair, vacation or demolition of the building. 
A. Notice and Order 

The building official shall issue a notice and order directed to the record owner of the 
building. The notice and order shall contain: 
1. The street address and a legal description sufficient for identification of the 

premises upon which the building is located. 
2. A statement that the building official has found the building to be dangerous with 

a brief and concise description of the conditions found to render the building 
dangerous under the provisions of Section 9.01.100 ofthis chapter. 

3. A statement of the action required to be taken as determined by the building 
official. · 
a. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must 

be repaired, the order shall require that all required permits must be 
secured therefor and the work physically commenced within such time 
(not to exceed 60 days from the date of the order) and completed within 
such time as the building official shall determine is reasonable under all of 
the circumstances. 

b. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must 
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be vacated, the order shall require that the building or structure shall be 
vacated within a time certain from the date of the order as determined by 
the building official to be reasonable. 

c. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must 
be demolished, the order shall require that the building be vacated within 
such time as the building official shall determine is reasonable (not to 
exceed 60 days from the date of the order); that all required permits be 
secured therefor within 60 days from the date of the order; and that the 
demolition be completed within such time as the building official shall 
determine is reasonable. 

4. Statements advising that if any required repair or demolition work (without 
vacation also being required) is not commenced within the time specified, the 
building official; 
a. Will order the building vacated and posted to prevent further occupancy 

until the work is completed, and 
b. May proceed to cause the work to be done and charge the costs thereof 

against the property or its owner. 
5. Statements advising 

a. that any person having any record title or legal interest in the building may 
appeal from the notice and order or any action of the building official to 
the Code Compliance Hearings Officer, provided the appeal is made in 
writing as provided in this chapter and filed with the building official 
within 30 days from the date of service of such notice and order; and 

b. That failure to appeal will constitute a waiver of all right to an 
administrative hearing and determination of the matter. 

B. Service ofNotice and Order 
The notice and order and any amended or supplemental notice and order, shall be served 
upon the record owner and posted on the property; and one copy thereof shall be served 
on each of the following ifknown to the building official or disclosed from official public 
records: The holder of any mortgage, or deed of trust or other legal interest holder; the 
owner or holder of any lease of record; and the holder of any other estate or legal interest 
of record in or to the building or the land on which it is located. The failure of the 
building official to serve any person required herein to be served shall not invalidate any 
proceedings hereunder as to any other person duly served or relieve any such person from 
any duty or obligation imposed by the provisions of this section. 

C. Method of Service 
Service of the notice and order shall be made upon all persons entitled thereto either 
personally or by mailing a copy of such notice and order by certified mail, postage 
prepaid, return receipt requested, to each such person at their address as it appears on the 
last equalized assessment roll of the county or as known to the building official. If no 
address of any such person so appears or is known to the building official, then a copy of 
the notice and order shall be so mailed, addressed to such person, at the address of the 
building involved in the proceedings. The failure of any such person to receive such 
notice shall not affect the validity of any proceedings taken under this section. Service by 
certified mail in the manner herein provided shall be effective on the date of mailing. 
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A. Where the building ofilcial ran auth01ized representative ha determined that a building 
or structure constitutes an immediate danger to the life. limb, property. or safety of the 
public, the building official may record with the County Clerk a certificate describing the 
property and certifying that: 
1. the building is a dangerous building; and 
2. the owner has been so notified. 

B. If the building or structure does not constitute an immediate danger to the life, limb, 
property, or safety of the public, and if the property owner does not obtain compliance 
with the order within the time specified therein, and no appeal has been properly and 
timely filed, the building official or an authorized representative may record with the 
County Clerk a certificate describing the property and certifying that: 
1. the building is a dangerous building; and 
2. the owner has been so notified. 

C. Whenever the corrections ordered shall thereafter have been completed or the building 
demolished so that it no longer exists as a dangerous building on the property described 
in the certificate, the building official shall file a new certificate with the county recorder 
certifying that the building has been demolished or all required corrections have been 
made so that the building is no longer dangerous, whichever is appropriate. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7 /13/00] 

9.01.130 Repair, Vacation And Demolition 

The following standards shall be followed by the building official (and by the Code Compliance 
Hearings Officer if an appeal is taken) in ordering the repair, vacation or demolition of any 
dangerous building or structure: 
A. Any building declared a dangerous building under this chapter shall be made to comply 

with one of the following: 
1. The building shall be repaired in accordance with the Building Code or other 

current code applicable to the type of substandard conditions requiring repair; or 
2. The building shall be demolished at the option of the building owner; or 
3. Where a building is not occupied and does not constitute an immediate danger to 

the life, limb, property or safety of the public it may be vacated, secured, and 
maintained against entry in a manner acceptable to the building official. Where a 
building cannot adequately be secured and maintained against entry the building 
official shall have discretion to disallow the securing of the building against entry 
as an option for resolution of the dangerous condition. 

B. [fthe building or structure is in such ondition as to make it immediately dangerous to 
the life, limb, prope1ty or safely of the public or it ccupants, it shall be ordered to be 
vacated nnd such a building shall remain vacated 1mtil such time as the building official 
or an auU10rized representative clete1mine the building no longer poses an immediate 
threat. Upon issuance and p ting of an order to va ate a dangerous building it hall be 
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A. Posting. Every order to vacate shall, in addition to being served as provided in Section 
9.01.11 0, be posted at or upon each exit of the building and shall be in substantially the 
following form: 

DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 
Or to remove or deface this notice. 

Building Official 
...... of ..... . 

B. Compliance. Whenever such notice is posted, the building official shall include a 
notification thereof in the notice and order issued under Section 9.01.110, reciting the 
emergency and specifying the conditions which necessitate the posting. No person shall 
remain in or enter any building which has been so posted, except that entry may be made 
to repair, demolish or remove such building under permit. No person shall remove or 
deface any such notice after it is posted until the required repairs, demolition or removal 
have been completed and a certificate of occupancy issued pursuant the provisions of the 
Building Code. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.150 Appeal 

A. Any person entitled to service under Section 9.01.110 may appeal from any notice and 
order or any action of the building official under this chapter by filing at the office of the 
building official a written appeal containing: 
1. A heading in the words: "Before the Code Compliance Hearings Officer of 

Clackamas County 
2. The .......... of ........... " 
3. A caption reading: "Appeal of. ....... ,"giving the names of all appellants 

participating in the appeal. 
4. A brief statement setting forth the legal interest of each of the appellants in the 

building or the land involved in the notice and order. 
5. A brief statement in ordinary and concise language of the specific order or action 

protested, together with any material facts claimed to support the contentions of 
the appellant. 
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6. A brief statement in ordinary and concise language ofthe relief sought and the 
reasons why it is claimed the protested order or action should be reversed 
modified or otherwise set aside. 

7. The signatures of all parties named as appellants and their official mailing 
addresses. 

8. The verification (by declaration under penalty of perjury) of at least one appellant 
as to the truth of the matters stated in the appeal. 

B. The appeal shall be filed within 30 days from the date ofthe service of such order or 
action of the building official. 

C. As soon as practicable after receiving the written appeal, the Code Compliance Hearings 
Officer shall fix a date time and place for the hearing of the appeal by the board. Such 
date shall not be less than 15 days and not for more than 60 days from the date the appeal 
was filed with the building official. Written notice of the time and place of the hearing 
shall be provided in the manner set forth in Section 2.07.050. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.160 Effect Of Failure To Appeal 

Failure of any person to file an appeal in accordance with the provisions of Section 9.01.150 
shall constitute a waiver of the right to an administrative hearing and adjudication of the notice 
and order or any portion thereof. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.170 Scope Of Hearing On Appeal 

Only those matters or issues specifically raised by the appellant shall be considered in the 
hearing of the appeal. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.180 Staying Of Order Under Appeal 

Except for vacation orders made pursuant to Section 9.01.140, enforcement of any notice and 
order of the building official issued under this chapter shall be stayed during the pendency of an 
appeal therefrom which is properly and timely filed. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.190 Hearing, Conduct of Hearing, and the Form of Decision on Appeal 

The notice of hearing, the conduct of the hearing and the form of decision shall be provided in 
the manner set forth in Section 2.07.050-2.01.100. 

9.01.200 Compliance 
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After any order of the building official or the Code Compliance Hearings Officer made pursuant 
to tlus chapter become· final. no person to whom anv such order is directed shall faiL neglect or 
refuse to obey any such order. 
A. Fai lure to Obey Order to Vacate. Any per on who fails to comply with an order to vacate 

a dangerous building is subject to arrest and criminal prosecution, as weB as fmes, fees, 
and civil penalties permitted by law. 

B. Fai lure to Obey Order to Repair or Demolish Building. Whenever effective person fai l 
to c mply with an order to repair or demolish a dangerous building the building official 
may: 
1. 
2. 

order the buildh1g to be vacated, and 
in addition to any other remedy herein provided, cause the building to be repaired 
to the extent necessary to correct the conditions which render the building 
dangerous as set forth in the notice and order: or, iflbenotice and order req uired 
demolition, to cause the building to be sold and demolished or demolished and the 
materials, rubble and debris therefrom removed and the lot cleaned. Any such 
repair or demolition work shall be accomplished and the cost thereof paid and 
recovered in the manner hereinafter provided in this chapter. Any surplus realized 
from the sale of any such building. or from the demolition thereof, over and above 
the cost of demolition and of cleaning the lot, shall be paid over to the person or 
persons lawfully entitled thereto . 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7 /13/00] 

9.01.210 Extension Of Time To Perform Work 

Upon receipt of an application from the person required to conform to the order and by 
agreement of such person to comply with the order if allowed additional time, the building 
official may grant extensions of time, in increments of 60 additional days, within which to 
complete said repair, rehabilitation or demolition, if the building official determines that such an 
extension of time will not create or perpetuate a situation imminently dangerous to life or 
property. The building official's authority to extend time is limited to the physical repair, 
rehabilitation or demolition of the premises and will not in any way affect the time to appeal the 
notice and order. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.220 Interference With Repair Or Demolition Work 'Prohibited 

No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with any officer, employee, contractor or 
authorized representative of this jurisdiction or with any person who owns or holds any estate or 
interest in any building which has been ordered repaired, vacated or demolished under the 
provisions of this chapter; or with any person to whom such building has been lawfully sold 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, whenever such officer, employee, contractor or 
authorized representative of this jurisdiction, person having an interest or estate in such building 
or structure, or purchaser is engaged in the work of repairing, vacating and repairing, or 
demolishing any such building, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, or in performing any 
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necessary act preliminary to or incidental to such work or authorized or directed pursuant to this 
chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.230 Performance Of Work Of Repair Or Demolition 

When any work of repair or demolition is to be done pursuant to Section 9. 01.200, of this 
chapter, the building official shall issue an order therefor to the director of the Department of 
Transportation and Development and the work shall be accomplished by personnel of this 
jurisdiction or by private contract under the direction of said director. Plans and specifications 
therefor may be prepared by said director, or the director may employ such architectural and 
engineering assistance on a contract basis as deemed reasonably necessary. If any part ofthe 
work is to be accomplished by private contract, standard public works contractual procedures 
shall be followed. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7 /13/00] 

9.01.240 Recovery Of Cost Of Repair Or Demolition 

The director of the Department of Transportation or his or her designee shall keep an itemized 
account of the expense incurred by this jurisdiction in the repair or demolition of any building 
done pursuant to the provisions of Section 9.01.240, of this chapter. Upon the completion ofthe 
work of repair or demolition, said director shall prepare and record with the clerk of this 
jurisdiction a report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost of the work, a 
description of the real property upon which the building or structure is or was located, and the 
names and addresses of the persons entitled to notice pursuant to Section 9.01.11 0. Thereafter 
the costs of said work shall become a lien on the property and a debt for which the record 
owner(s) are personally liable lmtil paid in full. Said lien shall be enforceable in any manner 
provided by law. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.250 Remedies not Exclusive 

None of the remedies described in this chapter are exclusive and the County may pursue any 
other remedies available to it including, but not limited to, commencing a civil action in a court 
of competent jurisdiction. 
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9.01 Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings and 
Structures 

9.01.010 Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide a just, equitable and practicable method, to be 
cumulative with addition to any other, remedy provided by the Building Code, Housing Code or 
otherwise available by law. Whereby buildings or structures which from any cause endanger the 
life, limb, health, morals, property, safety, or welfare of the general public or their occupants 
may be required to be repaired, vacated or demolished. 
A. The purpose of this chapter is not to create or otherwise establish or designate any 

particular class or group of persons who will or should be especially protected or 
benefited by the terms of this chapter. 

I B. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all dangerous buildings and structures, as 
herein defined, which are now in existence or which may hereafter become dangerous in 
this jurisdiction. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.020 Alterations, Additions and Repairs 

All buildings or structures, which are required to be repaired, under the provisions of this 
chapter, shall be-remain subject to t-He-all applicable provisions of 8eotion 3403 the applicable of 
the Building oflaw, including but not limited to the Oregon Specialty Code l:lflder which they are 
reg\llated. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.030 Administration 

A. The building official and hi r her auU1orized representative are ts hereby authorized 
delegated full authority to enforce the provisions of this chapter. The building official 
shall have the power to render interpretations of this chapter,_~!o adopt and enforce 
rules and supplemental regulations in order to clarify the application of its provisions. 
Such interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in conformity with the intent and 
purpose of this chapter. 

B. The Compliance Hearings Officer appointed pursuant to Chapter 2.07~, Col'Rf)lianoe 
Hearings Officer of lllis ooele is hereby appointed as the Board of Appeals has the 
authority and jurisdiction to conduct hearings to enforce the pr visions offer-this chapter. 

C. The builEiil'lg official hereby appoints tThe following Clackamas County employee are 
as-its ·Authorized Repre entatives·· of the buil.ding fficial : 

1. The Deputy Building des AdministratorOffioial; 
2. TI1e Plans Review Supervi or; and 
3. The Structural/-an&-Mechanical Inspectorien Supervisor. 
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D. For the p\ifOose ofth is chapter, cet1ain tenns, phrases, words, and their derivatives he 
words, phrases, and provisions in this chapter ·hall be construed as specified in either th is 
chapter herein or as specified in the Building ode. as defrned herein . Where terms are 
not defined. thev shall have their ordinary accepted meanings within the context with 
which they are used. Webster's Third New International Dictionary fthe Engli h 
Language Unabridged; copyright 19 6, hall be on trued as providing ordinary accepted 
meanings. Words used in the singular include the plural and the plural the singular. 
Word u ed in the rna cutin gender in Jude the feminine and the feminine the rna culine. 
1. BUILDING CODE is the Clackamas County Building Code, as defined in Section 

9.02.040. 
-h2. DANGEROUS BUILDING is any building r structur deemed to be dangerou 

under the provisions of Section 9.01.1 00 of this chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.040 Inspections 

The health officer.._~be fire rnanlhal, and the building official, and their staff are hereby 
authorized to make any such inspections and take such actions as may be required to enforce the 
provisions ofthis chapter. Where provisions of the Oregon Fire Code may be at issue, the 
building office shall consult with the applicable a fire marshal pri r t taking aclion under this 
chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.050 Right of Entry 

When it is necessaf)' to make an inspection to enforoe the provisions ofth:is chapter. When the 
health officer, building official or the building official~ has-authorized representative has rea­
sonable eaHBe-suspicion to believe that there exists in a building or upon premises a condition, 
which is contrary to or in violation of this chapter, that~ makes the building or premises 
unsafe, dangerous .. or hazardous.._.,...+tbe building official, the building official's -er-authorizcd 
representatives, th health official and thei r authorized inspection personnel taff may enter the 
building or premises at reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed by this 
chapter .. ':' .P.Jlrovided that if such building or premises were occupied that credentials be presented 
to the occupant and entry requested. If such building or premises be unoccupied, the building 
official shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other persons having charge or 
control of the building or premises and request entry. If entry is refused, the building official 
shaU have recourse to the remedies provided by law to secure entry. _Authorized 
f8PF6sentativerepresentati•res" shall include the officers nam-ed in Section 9.01.010 and their 
UHtliolized inspection personnel. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.060 Abatement Of Dangerous Buildings 

All buildings or portions thereof, which are determined after inspection r re eipt of other 
reasonably oredibleverifiable information by the building official or the building official's 
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authorized representative to be dangerous~...J!AS defined in this chapter~ arcis-_hereby declared to 
be public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or removal in 
accordance with the procedure specified in Section 9.01.100 ofthis chapter. In addition to 
abatement as described herein, a dangerous building may be ordered to be vacated subject to the 
provisions ofthis chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.070 Violations 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy or maintain any building, or 
structure, cause or permit the same to be done in violation of this chapter or any Gfege-n 
Specialty Codeprovision of the Building C de. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.080 Inspection Of Work 

All buildings or structures within the scope of this chapter and all construction or work for which 
a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the building official or the building 
official's authorized representative in accordance with and in the manner provided by this 
chapter and Seetions 108 and 1701 ofthe Oregon Speei-a#yBuilding Building Code§:. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.090 Code Compliance Hearings Officer ~peak 

9.01.090 

A. As authorized by Section 9.01.030 (B) of this code, and subject to Chapter 2.07 of 
this code, the Code ompliance l:leadngs Officer shall serve aB the AppeaLs Board for 
ti'tis ehapterconduct hearing and render decisi ns to enforce the provi i ns of this 
chapter. 

/\. General. ln order to hear and decide aweals of orders, decisions or determinations 
made by the building official relative to the application and inte11Jre£ations of this 
chapter, there shall be and is hereby ereatea a board of apf:Jeals eonsisting of members 
woo are EJI:Ialified by eJqJerience aed training to pass upon mauers pertai:B:ieg to 
eutleing construction and who are not ernpleyees of the jurisdiction. The building 
official shaH be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary to said board but shall 
ha·re no ·1ote upon any matter befure the board. The board of Bf:lpeals, shall be 
appointed by the governing eody and--sf.tal1 hold office at its pleB£1ure. The board shall 
adept rules of !3Foeeei:Efe fer oonducting i£s bus:iness a:nd shall reeder L-HI deeisioes and 
findings :in writing to the appellant •.vith a duplicate copy to the b--:.1ilding official. 
Appeals to the beard shall be prooessea in accordance with the pro'lisions contained 
in Section 9.01.150 ofthis chapter. Copies ofall rules orregulations adopted by the 
boafd-s.k~e building official· who sbal1 me-ire-them freely 
accessible to the publie. 
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B. Limitations ofA..uthority. The deC mplian e Hearing Offi er board of appeals 
shall have no authority relati¥e-to interpretat:ie:&-ef the administrative provisions of 
this chapter nor shall the deC mpliance Hearings Officer OOaffi-be empowered to 
waive requirements of this chapter. 

De!initions. For tbe purpose of U1is chapter certain tem1s, phrases words an4-tbeH= 
derivatives shall be construed as specified in either this chapter or as s:peeified ie the 
Oregoe Specialty Building Code§ or the Hous±ag Code. Where ter.t»S a:re not defined­
they shall aeYe lhei:r ordinary accepted meanings within the conteJ<t wjth which lhey are 
used. Webster's Third New International Dictionary ofthe English Language 
Unabridged· copyright '1986 shall be oonstrued as f!FOYiding ordinary accepted n~eanings . 

Words used in tJ1e singular iAdude the plural and the plural the singula:r. Words 1:1sed ia 
·~asou!i:ae gender rnch:ide tb~tie...tae feminine th~ 
BlJILDING CODE is the Uniform Bu ilding Code promulgated by the International 
Conference of Building Officials as adopted by this jurisdiction. 
DANGEROUS BUILDING is llny building or structure deemed to ae dangerous mtder 
the provisions of Section 9 .01 .100 of this chapter. 
HOUSING CQ[)E is the Uuiforrn Housing Code promulgated by the !ntemational 
Conference of Building Officials as adopted by this jurisdiction. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.100 Dangerous Building or t .. ucturc 

For the purpose of this chapter, any building. building y tern. or structure which has any or all 
ofbut not limited to of the conditions or defects hereinafter described shall be deemed to be a 
dangerous building or stTucture, provided that such conditions or defects exi§ts to the extent 
thatendanger the life, health, property or safety of the public or its occupants or the public aFC 

endangered. 
A . Whenever any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other ~ists or is maintained in 

"fi.elation of any speeifie reqt~i:rement or means ofeKit is not of sufficient width or size or 
is not so am:Hlged as to pro·1ide safe and adequate FOOaas of ~it i:n case of fire or panic. 

B. Whene>.'Or 1he walking surface of any aisle passageway staiiWay or other means of exit 
is so Y.'arped worn loose lorn or other.vise unsafe as to not provide safe and adequate 
means of exit in ease of fire or panic. 

C. Whenever the stress in any ma-terials, member or portion thereof due to all dead and li't'e 
loads is more U1an one and one halftimes the working stress or stresses allowed in the 
Building Code for new bull dings of similar structure, purpose or location. 

D . Vlhene·t'er any portion thereefhas been damaged by fire earU1quake wind flood or by 
any-ether cause to such an ext8fl:t that the-structural strength or stability thereef.ts 
materially less than it was befure suoh catastrophe and is less than the minimum 
requirements of the Building Code for new buildings of similar structure purpose or 
location. 

E. Whene·ter any poftte.n, member, or appurtenance thereof is likely{o fail , or to bee~ 
detached, dislodged, or to collapse and thereby inj~FSOOS or damage property. 

P. \Vbene·,rer any portion of a building. or any member appurtenance or ornamentation on 
tlle exterior thereof is not of sufficient strength or stability or is nol so anchored ~ atloohed 
or fastened ·in place so as to be capable of resisting a wind pressure of one half of that 
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s:peeified in the Bui lding Code fer new I:Juildings of similar struoture purpose or location 
witfl.eut exceoding t11e working stresses pennitted in the Building Code for saefi 
b1:1ildillgs. 

G. Whenever asy portion thereof has wracked ·.varped bHelded or settled to sueh BH: ex.teAt 
that walls Of other structural portions have materially less resistance to winds or 
earthquakes than is required iR the ease of similar new construction. 

H. Whenever the building or structure, or any portion thereof because of 
1. dilapidatio11 deterioration or decay; 
2. fa1:1lty oollstruetioll; 
3. the ren'loval movement Of instability of llll)' portion of the ground necessary fur 

the purpose of supporting such building; 
4. the deterioration, decay or inadequaey of its foUlldation· or 
5. any other causes are likely to pB:Ftially or completely collapse. 

I. Whenever for emy reason, the blfiddmg or structure, or allY portion thereof~ is mmifestly 
unsafe for the purpose for wl1ieh it is being used. 

J. Wl::emwer the ext01ior walls or other \'crtical structural members list lean or bue1de to 
suc-h an extent that a plumb line passing through the center of grar,•ity does aot fall inside 
the middle olle third of the base. 

K. \Vl1eae¥er the building or structure, ex.chlsive ofthe futHK!ation shows 33 percent or 
more damage or deterioration oJ its supportiHg member or members. or 50 percent 
damage or deterioration of-i·ffi nonstipporting members, cRelosing Of out5ide wa:lls or 
OO'ferillgs. 

L. Whenever the building or stntcture has been so damaged by fire, wind, earthquake or 
flood or has--'beeome so dilapidated or deterior~ 
1. all attractive lll:lisanee to childrell; 
2. a harbor for vagrat1ts, criminals or immoral persons; or as to 
3. Eea8le persons tore Oi44hereto for tHe purpose of committing unlawful or 

immoral acts. 
M. Whenever a~lding Of structure has been constructed ~ists or maintained in 

•t<lolation of any specific requ:iremeet prohibition applicable to s1:1eh hl:lilding or strueture 
provided by the building regulations of this jLH·isdietioa, as speoified in the Buildillg Cmle 
or :Housing Code or of any law or chapter of tills state orjurisdi.ction relating to the 
condition, location or structure of buildings. 

N. Whene¥er&ay-&u.j.kli-l'l-g--er structure 'Nhieh, •,yhether or net erected in aeeordaaee wit-lt-ttlt 
applicable laws a-Hd codes, has iB aay ooa suppmti.ng 13art member or f!Ortioa less than 
50 pereoot or in any-suppmting part member or portion less than 66 percent of the· 
1. 8trellgth, 
2. fire resistillg q1:1alities or characteristics, 
3. \!feather resisting qualities or eharaeteristies required by lav• in the ease of a 

ae•11ly eoestrueted eui lding of like area, height; lllld oeeuplll'lcy ie lhe SEH'lle 
loeatioll. 

0. Wbene'>'er a building or structure. used or intended to be used for dwelling purposes, 
because of inadequate maintenance dilapidation decay damage, faulty oonstruction or 
arrangen1e1~equate light, air or sanitation facilities or otherwise. is detennined--by 
the hea1th officer to be l:tflsanitary, UB:frt for huma:a habitation or in sueh L1 eoad-ition iliat 
is likely to oa1:1se siolmess or disease. 
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P. Whenever any building or structure beoause of obsolescence, dilapidated condition 
dete1ioration damage, inadequate eKits, lack of sufficient tire resistive eonstruction 
faulty electric wiring, gas oofi:Aeotions or heating apparatus, or otber cause is determined 
by the fire marshal to be a fire hazard. 

Q. Whene't'er any building or structure is in sueh a condition as to constitute a public 
nuisance Jmown to the common la•N or in equity jurisprudence. 

R. 'Nhene•,cer any portion of a bui::kiing or structure remains on a sile after U1e demolition or 
destruction ofthe building or structure or whene .. ·er any building or structure is 
abandoned for a period in excess of six months so as to constitute such building or 
portion thereof an attracti•1e nuisance or hat.ard to the publiv. 

[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7113/00] 

A. Whenever a building or structure is determined to be structurally unsound or defective 
such that bui lding collap. e or other structural failure may occur or where such a structural 
condition exists that may be injurious to life, limb, or property. 

B. Whenever a required door. aisle, passageway, stair. or other exit component or system is 
blocked or otherwise rendered unusable or is otherwise in iolation of any applicable 
code. 
Whenever a building or structure is being used or occupied contrary to the manner in 
which it was approved provided that such use creates a life or fire safety hazard, health 
hazard. or environmental hazard to the building occupants or adjacent prope1ty owners. 

D. Whenever a building or structure OOH-ta:ffisis effected by one or more health hazards 
including but not limited to inadequate plumbing and/or anitation. inadequate light 
and/or ventilation, chemical hazard, toxin . or is otherwi e determined to be unfit for 
human habitation or use. 

E. W11enever, for any rea on, a building or tructure or a p rtion thereof is manifestly unsafe 
for the pw-p se for which it is bejng used. 

F. Whenever a building contain a fire hazard as defined in the most current edition of the 
Oregon Fire Code that creates an immediate threat to life or fire afety. 

G. Whenev r any building system (electrical, plumbing, beating, ventilation, air 
conditioning or other permanently installed y tern) is determined to be unsafe or 
otherwise in violation of any applicable code or ordinance. 

H. Whenever permanently in tailed equipment or machjnery creates a tructural, ]jfe r fire 
safety hazard, health or other hazard. 

I. Whenever the accumulation of solid and/or putre cible wa te create a structural, life or 
fire afety, health r other hazard. 

J. Whenever an environmental hazard exists that poses an immediate danger to the 
occupants of a building or where the continued use fa building will ause the 
environmental hazard to worsen. 

K. Whenever an oc ~upied building lacks access to an perati nal, p table rumung water 
supply. 

L. Whenever an occupied building lacks access to a functioning connection to public sewer 
or an approved and fully perati ual septic facilities. 

M. Whenever any other condition exists that creates, a significant structural, life or fire 
'afety, health or other hazard thal impacls Lhe occupancy or continued use of buildings or 
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reason(s) that the building or structure has been determined to be unsafe. 

9.01.110 Notices And Orders Of Building Official 

Commeeeemeat of Prooeedings. When the building official or the building official s authori.Led 
representative has inspected_,_ ercaused to be inspected, or received a ufficient arnollilt of 
verifiable information about any building and has found and determined that such building is a 
dangerous building, the building official shall commence proceedings to cause the repair, 
vacation or demolition of the building. 
A. Notice and Order 

The building official shall issue a notice and order directed to the record owner of the 
building. The notice and order shall contain: 
1. The street address and a legal description sufficient for identification of the 

premises upon which the building is located. 
2. A statement that the building official has found the building to be dangerous with 

a brief and concise description of the conditions found to render the building 
dangerous under the provisions of Section 9.01.100 ofthis chapter. 

3. A statement of the action -required to be taken as determined by the building 
official. 
a. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must 

be repaired, the order shall require that all required permits must be 
secured therefor and the work physically commenced within such time 
(not to exceed 60 days from the date of the order) and completed within 
such time as the building official shall determine is reasonable under all of 
the circumstances. 

b. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must 
be vacated, the order shall require that the building or structure shall be 
vacated within a time certain from the date of the order as determined by 
the building official to be reasonable. 

c. If the building official has determined that the building or structure must 
be demolished, the order shall require that the building be vacated within 
such time as the building official shall determine is reasonable (not to 
exceed 60 days from the date of the order); that all required permits be 
secured therefor within 60 days from the date of the order; and that the 
demolition be completed within such time as the building official shall 
determine is reasonable. 

4. Statements advising that if any required repair or demolition work (without 
vacation also being required) is not commenced within the time specified, the 
building official; 
a. Will order the building vacated and posted to prevent further occupancy 

until the work is completed, and 
b. May proceed to cause the work to be done and charge the costs thereof 

against the property or its owner. 
5. Statements advising 

a. that any person having any record title or legal interest in the building may 
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appeal from the notice and order or any action of the building official to 
the beard of appeals Code ompliance Hearings Officer, provided the 
appeal is made in writing as provided in this chapter and filed with the 
building official within 30 days from the date of service of such notice and 
order; and 

b. fuatThat failure to appeal will constitute a waiver of all right to an 
administrative hearing and determination of the matter. 

B. Service ofNotice and Order 
-The notice and order and any amended or supplemental notice and order, shall be served 
upon the record owner and posted on the property; and one copy thereof shall be served 
on each of the following ifknown to the building official or disclosed from official public 
records~~ The holder -of any mortgage, or deed of trust or other lien or encumbrance of 
feeEffii.JegaJ interest holder; the owner r h lderor any mortgage, or deed of trust or other 
lion or encumbrance ofrecm·d: tho owner or holder of any lease of record; and the holder 
of any other estate or legal interest of record in or to the building or the land on which it 
is located. The failure of the building official to serve any person required herein to be 
served shall not invalidate, any proceedings hereunder as to any other person duly served 
or relieve any such person from any duty or obligation imposed by the provisions of this 
section. 

C. Method of Service 
Service of the notice and order shall be made upon all persons entitled thereto either 
personally or by mailing a copy of such notice and order by certified mail, postage 
prepaid, return receipt requested, to each such person at their address as it appears on the 
last equalized assessment roll of the county or as known to the building official. If no 
address of any such person so appears or is known to the building official, then a copy of 
the notice and order shall be so mailed, addressed to such person, at the address of the 
building involved in the proceedings. The failure of any such person to receive such 
notice shall not affect the validity of any proceedings taken under this section. Service by 
certified mail in the manner herein provided shall be effective on the date of mailing. 

D. _Proofof8ervice 
Proof of seriice of the notice a11d order shall be uertined to at the time of service by a 
writtee declaration under penalty of perjury ex:ecuted b)' the persons effecting service 
deelaring tho time, date and manner jn which service 'NBS maae. The declaration, together 
wtili any receipt card returned in acknowl-edgment ofreo-eipt by certified mail saa.JJ ee 
affix:ed to tJ1e copy ofthe notice and order retained by the building official. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.120 Recordation Of Notice And Order 

A. Where the building official or an authorized representative has determined that a building 
or structure constitute an immediate danger to tbe life, limb, property, or safety of the public, If 
oompliance is not had •,vith the order within the time-specified therein and no UIJPeal has bees 
properly a:ad timely filed, the building official sftall-may file in the office of the county 
recorderrecord with the County Clerk a certificate describing the property and certifying that: 
---'1::....:../t. iliat-the building is a dangerous building; and 
----=2B. -t:haHhe owner has been so notified.:.t 
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B. If the building or structure does not constitute an immediate danger to the life, limb. 
property, or afety of the public. and if the property owner do s not obtain compliance with the 
ord r within the time specified therein, and no appeal ha been pr perly and timely filed, the 
building official or an authorized repre entative may file in the office of the county 
recorderre · rd with the C unly Clerk a certificate de cribing the propettv and certifying that: 

L. the building is a dangerous building: and 
2. the owner has been so notified. 

C. Whenever the corrections ordered shall thereafter have been completed or the QBuilding 
demolished so that it no longer exists as a dangerous building on the property described in the 
certificate, the building official shall file a new certificate with the county recorder certifying that 
the building has been demolished or all required corrections have been made so that the building 
is no longer dangerous, whichever is appropriate. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.130 Repair, Vacation And Demolition 

The following standards shall be followed by the building official (and by the Code Compliance 
Hearings Officerbmwd of appeals if an appeal is taken) in ordering the repair, vacation or 
demolition of any dangerous building or structure: 
A. Any, building declared a dangerous building under this chapter shall be made to comply 

with one of the following: 
1. The building shall be repaired in accordance with the eurren · Bbuilding Ceode or 

other current code applicable to the type of substandard conditions requiring 
repair; or 

2. The building shall be demolished at the option of the building owner; or 
3. Where a building i not occupied If the eullding and does not otherwise constitute 

an immediate danger to the life, limb~ property or safety of the public it may be 
vacated, secured, and maintained against entry in a maru1er acceptable to tl1e 
building -;-Official . Where a building cannot adequately be secured and maintained 
against entry (as evjdenced by more than tv,ro repeated "open and accessible 
oomplaints) the building official hall have the authoritvdiscreti n t disall w the 
securing of the building against entry a an option for resolution of the danger us 
condition. 

B. If the building or structure is in such condition as to make it immediately dangerous to 
the life, limb, property or safety of the public or its occupants, it shall be ordered to be 
vacated and such a building shall remain vacated until uch time as the building fficial 
or an aulhorized representative determines the building no longer p se an immediate 
threat. Up n i suance and po ting fan order to a ate a danger u building it shall be 
unlawful for anyone to enter or remain in the building without obtaining the prior written 
pennission of the building fticial or an auth rized repre!: entative. A person who enters 
or remains in a duly ordered arul posted dangerous building is ubiect to arrest, criminal 
pro ·ecution, and any other remedy available at law. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 
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A. Posting. Every Hffi:ive-order to vacate shall, in addition to being served as provided in 
Section 9.01. 1100, be posted at or upon each exit ofthe building and shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 
Or to remove or deface this notice. 

Building Official 
...... of ..... . 

B. Compliance. Whenever such notice is posted, the building official shall include a 
notification thereof in the notice and order issued under Section 9.01.11 0, reciting the 
emergency and specifying the conditions which necessitate the posting. No person shall 
remain in or enter any building which has been so posted, except that entry may be made 
to repair, demolish or remove such building under permit. No person shall remove or 
deface any such notice after it is posted until the required repairs, demolition or removal 
have been completed and a certificate of occupancy issued pursuant the provisions of the 
Oregon 8pecialtyBuilding Builtling Code§. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.150 Appeal 

A. ~Any pyrson entitled to service under Section 9.0l. U J O may appeal 
from any notice and order or any action of the building official under this chapter by 
filing at the office of the building official a written appeal containing: 
1. A heading in the words: "Before the de Compliance Hearings Officer board of 

appeals of Clackamas County 
2. the. The . . .... . ... of ... . ... .. .. " 
3. A caption reading: "Appeal of ........ ,"giving the names of all appellants 

participating in the appeal. 
4. A brief statement setting forth the legal interest of each of the appellants in the 

building or the land involved in the notice and order. 
5. A brief statement in ordinary and concise language of the specific order or action 

protested, together with any material facts claimed to support the contentions of 
the appellant. 

6. A brief statement in ordinary and concise language of the relief sought and· the 
reasons why it is claimed the protested order or action should be reversed 
modified or otherwise set aside. 

7. The signatures of all parties named as appellants and their official mailing 
addresses. 

8. The verification (by declaration under penalty of perjury) of at least one appellant 
as to the truth of the matters stated in the appeal. 
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B. The appeal shall be filed within 30 days from the date of the service of such order or 
action of the building official; provided. bowe•1er that ifthe building or structure is in 
such condition as to make it immediately dangerous to the Life, limb, property or safety of 
the public or adjueent property and is Offlered vaeat:ed and is posted in accordance with 
Section 9.01.140 such appeal shall be filed wilhin 10 days fi·om the dftle of the SePfice of 
the notice and order of the building official. 

C. Processiag of Appeal. Upon receipt of any appeal filed pursuant to this section the 
building official sha ll preseAt it at the next regular or special meeting of the board-ef 
appeals. 

I*_. _Sehedulir.g and Noticing l\ ppeal for Hearing. As soon as practicable after receiving the 
written appeal, the Code Compliance I earings Officer board afappeals shall fix a date 
time and place for the hearing of the appeal by the board. Such date shall not be less than 
1 ~Q days and not for more than 60 days from the date"'" !+he appeal was filed with the 
building official. Written notice ofthe time and place of the hearing shall be provided in 
the manner . et fo 11h in Section 2.07.050given at least lO days prior lo the date of the 
bearing to ettch appellant by the bu:ilding affioialseereta:ry of tl1e boa~·d either by causing a 
copy of such notice to be deli•rered to the appellant persoaally or by mailing a copy 
thereof, postage prepaid, addressed to the appellant at the address shown on the appeal. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.160 Effect Of Failure To Appeal 

Failure of any person to file an appeal in accordance with the provisions of Section 9.01.150 
shall constitute a waiver of the right to an administrative hearing and adjudication of the notice 
and order or any portion thereof. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.170 Scope Of Hearing On Appeal 

Only those matters or issues specifically raised by the appellant sha:ll be considered in the 
hearing of the appeal. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.180 Staying Of Order Under Appeal 

Except for vacation orders made pursuant to Section 9.0 1.140 .. enforcement of any notice and 
order of the building official issued under this chapter shall be stayed during the pendency of an 
appeal therefrom which is properly and timely filed. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.190 Praeedu.res Far Caadu.et Of Heariag Appeals 

Hearing Exa:miners. The boars may appoint one or more hearing e:Kaminers or designate 
one or more of its members to serve as hearing examiners to conduct the heariftgs. The 
examiner hearing the case shall exercise all po'>'f'ers relating ro the con<luct ofhearffigs 
until it is submitted to the board for decision. 
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B. Record . A reeord of the entire proceedings shall be n:ooe by tape recording or by any 
other means of permanent recording detennined to be approptiate by the board. 

C . Reporting. The proceedings a l the hearing slutll also be reported by a phonographio 
reporterif-requested by any party thereto. ,'\H audio transcript of the proceedings shall be 
made a'lailable to all parties upon request and upon payment of the fee prescribed 
therefor. Such fees may be established by the buildir:.g official board but shaH in no event 
&e-gfeater than the cost involved: 

D. ContiB1:1anees. The board may gra'BI coatim1ances for geed ea1:1se shown.; however, when 
a hearing exBllliner has beeR assigned te such hearing no eontintiaHces may be granted 
except by the examiner for good cause shown so long as the matter remains before the 
tmaminer. 

B. Oaths Ceft±B.ea.tion. In aHy proceedings under this-eftapter, the board, any board 
member. or the hearffig exami:Rer has the po'Ner to ad-mffiister oaths ana affumatiol15 aed 
to certify to official acts-: 

F. Reasonable DispatGh. The board and its representatives shall proceed with reasonable 
dispatch to conclude any matter before it. Due regard shall be shown for the convenience 
and necessity of any parties or their-Fepresentath"e57 

[Codified by Ord. 05 2000 7/13/00J 

9.01.2009.01.190 FaFm Of Natiee ,20f Hearing, Conduct of Hearing, and the Form of 
Decision on Appeal 

The notice of hearing, lhe conduct of the hearing and the fom1 ofdeci i n shall be provided in 
the manner set forth in Section 2.07.050-2.01.100. to appellaat shall be Stibstafttially in the 
follo•,1t'ing fonn hH-t may inektde other in:tertl'l:afl.e.n+ 
·wou are hereby notified that a hearingwill be A.eld before (the board of appeals or aan'le of 
hearing examiner) at. ......... .. on the . . ... .. . . . . Day . 
of. . . . . . 19. . . at the A.our upon the notice and order served upon you. Yo1:1 may be present at 
tho hearing. You may be but need not be ropreseated by counsel. ¥01:1 may ):~resent any relevant 
evidence and will be gi'len full OJJportunity to cross ox-amine all 'Nitnesses testifying against 
you. You may request the issuance of subpoenas to oompel the attendance of witnesses anel tl<le 
produclioa ofbool<s documents or other things by filing an affidaYit therefor •Nith (boa-rd of 
appeals or name of hearing examiner).'' 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

Subpoenas 

Filing of Affidavit. The bou:rd or examiner may obtain the issuance and sen· ice of a subpoena 
for the attendance ofwitnesses or the-produetioa of other eyidenoe at a hearing ttpon the request 
of a l'R6111ber of the board or upon the ·uritten demand of any party. TI1e iss1:1ance lifld serviee of 
such subpoena shall be obtained upon the fili-ng of an affidavit therefor wlHeh states the eame 
and address of the proposed witness· specifies the exact things sought to be produced-aHEI-the 
matedality thereof in detail to the issues involved; and states that the witness has the desired to 
thffi:gs i:n possession or under oonkol. A subpoena neea not be issued 'li'hen the affidavit is 
defective iH any particular. 
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Gase Referred to Examiner. In cases ·,vhere a bearing is referred to Of1 ~ae:t:iner all subpoenas 
shall be obtained tlwough fue examiner. 
Penalties. Any person who refuses ·.vithout lawful ex.ouse to attend any hearing or to produee 
material evidence which the person possesses or contro ls as req-uired by any subpoena serYed 
upon such person as pro,.,ided for herein shaU ee gHilty of a rnisdemeanor. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

Conduct Of Hea-ring 

Rliles. Hearings neeEl-tlot be conducted aeeeftiffi.g-to the teehn:i-eal-Riles relating to twidence and 
witnesses. 
Oral Ev:idenoe. Oral Ewidenee shall be taken Qnly on oath or affimlation. 
Hearsay Evidence. Hearsay e•lidence may be used for the pt~ose of supplementing or 
eKpla.lning any direct evidence, but shall not be suffieient m itself to support a fiRding uR1ess it 
we-H'Id be admissible over objection in oivil aotief:Hr-in-tourtn of competent jurisdiction in this 
~ 

Admissi.t=H:lity of Evidence. Any rel~want evidence shall be admitted if it is the type of evidesoe 
on which responsible persons are a001:1:stomed to rely in the con duet of serious affairs regardless 
of the ~stence of any common law or statutory rule which might make ilE('.Iroper the admission 
e-f..ooch e>1ideaee over olJjection in civil actions :in courts of competent jurisdiction in this ~ 
Bxetusioo of :Evidence. Trrele•ranl ami unduly repetitious evidence shall be excluded. 
Rights of Parties. Each party shall have these rights, among others: 
To call ar.d ex.IHlline witnesses on any matter relevaH:t to lft:e issues of the heari11g· 
To iAH*oduce Elooumentary and physical evidenoo· 
To cross examine opposing witnesses on any matter relevant to the issues of the hearing; 
To impeach any witness regardless of >n1licl1 par'.:y first called the vlitness to testify; 
To rebut the e>lidence; and 
To be representee by anyone who is lawfully permitted to do so . 
Official Notice 
\Vhat may be noticed 
ln reacl:Ung a decision,. offioial notice may be taken, either before or after submission of the case 
for decision of any faot which may bejud-ieially noticed by fue courts ofthis state or of official 
records ofthe board or departments and codes of the city or rules and regulations of the board. 
Parties to be notified 
Parties present at the hearing shall be informed of the matters to be noticed and these matters 
sha ll be noted i-n the record, reffitTed to therein, or appendeEI th:ereto. 
Opportunity to refute 

Parties present at the hearing shall be given a reasonable opportunity, on request to refute 
the offi6ially notioed matters by eviEience or by written or oral presentation ofautlwrity, the 
manner of suoh refutation to be determined by the board or hearing examiner. 
Inspection of the premises 
The eoard or the hearing exami:ner may inspect any eui I ding or premises im'olved in the appeal 
duriag the co:1rse of the hearing, provided that 
notice of suoh in51Pection shall be given to the parties before the inspeetion is made 
#~ies-are ~ven an opportunity to be present during the inspeclien, and 
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the board or the hearing eK:anuner shall s~ate for the record upon: completion of U1e inspection the 
material facts observed and the oonclusions dravm therefrom. Eaoh party then shall have a right 
te-rebu.t or explain the matters so stated by the board or R.earing ex.amineF. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

Method And Fonn Of Decision 

Hearing before BoarEI ltself. When a contested ease is h.eard before tR.e board itself, a tRemher 
thereof who did eot hear the e·;idenee or has not reaEI the entire record of the proeeedings shall 
not 'rote on or take part in the decision. 
llearing befure Examiner. lfa eontested case is hetu-d by hearing ex.andner alone, the examiner 
shal l ·•···ithin a reasonable time (not to ex.eeed 90 days from the date the hearing is elosed) submit 
a "Nritten report to the eoard. 8ueh report sh:all contain a briefS'I:IEB:EB:ary ofthe e\·iden.ee 
eoflsidered and state the examiners findings conclusions, and recommendations. TI1e repert also 
shall contain a proposed decision in such form that it may ee adopted by the board as its decision 
in the oase. All examiner' s reports filed with Lhe board shaiJ be matters of public record. A copy 
of each such report and proposed decis·ien shall he mailed to each party on the date they are filed 
•,vith the board. 
Consideration of Report ey Board Notice. The board sha ll fix the time, date and place to 
consider the examiner s report and proposed decision. Notice thereof shall be mailed to each in 
terested party not less than five days prior to the date fixed , unless it is otherwise slipLLlated by all 
of the parties. 
Exceptions to Report. Not later than tvt'O days before the date set to consider the repm=b;--afiy 
party may file 'l<"ritten exceptions to any part or all of the ex.atr.iner' s report and may attach 
thereto a pmposed fleoision: together ,,.,.itll written Bi·gumenl in support of sueR. decision. By leave 
ofthe board, any party may present oral argument to the board . 
Disposition by the Board. The board may adopt or reject the propeaed decision in its entirety or 
may modify the proposed decision. 
Proposed Decision Not Adopted. If the proposee decision is not adopted as provided in Section 
9 .01.230. the board may decide the case upon the entire reoord before it •Nith or wif:hout tak:i:flg 
atklitionaJ evidence, or may refer the oase to the same or another hearing examiner to take 
additional twidenee. Jfthe ease-is reassigned to a heating eJtaminer, the examiner -shall prepare a 
report and proposed deeisioFl as provided i-n 8eotion 9.01.230 hereof after Bfl}' additional 
evidence is submittee. CoRBideration of such proposed decision by the board shall comply with 
the provisions of this section. 
fonn of Decision. The decision shall be in writing anti shall c~:mtain findings offaots, a 
detel3llin:atioa of the iss lies presented, and the requirements to be complied with. A. eopy of the 
decision shaH be deli'.•ered to the appeUanl personally or sent by oertifieB: EB:ai1, postage prepaid, 
return receipt requested. 
Ef"feotive Date of Decision. The effective date oftbe decision shall be as stated therein. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.1109.01.200 Compliance 

After any order of the building official or the board of appeals ode Compliance Hearings 
Officer made pursuant to this chapter sbn.±l aaYe become§ final, no person to whom any such 
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order is directed shall fail, neglect or refuse to obey any such order. Any such person who fails to 
comply with any S'dch order is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
A. Failure to Obey Order to Va.cate. If after any order of tile bl:t:.ilf:lkg official or boaffi.-ef 

appeals made f::Jursuant to tllis chapter has become fina l, the person to whom such order is 
directed Bhall fail neglect or refuse to obey such order, the building official may· 
1. cause such person to be prosecuted under Section 9.01.240~ or 

A. instituteilnstitute any appropriate aetioe to abate sueh building as a publie aui-sanee.Any 
person who fails to comply with an order to vacate a dangerous building is subje ·t to 
arre t and criminal prose uti n. a well as fmes, fee , and civil penaltie pennilted by 
law. 

B. Failure to Obey Order to Commence Work-Repair or Dem !ish Building. Whenever the 
required repair or aemolition is not conHIIeneed within 30 days after any final notice Elfld 
order issued uador this chapt-er becomes effectiveeffective pers n fail to comply with an 
order to repair r demoh h a dangerous building, the building official may: 
1. L order the building to be vacated, and ey posting at eaoh entrance thereto a 

notice reading: 
1. DANGEROUS BUILDING DO NOT OCCUPY 
2. It is a misdemeanor to ououpy lhis buildjng, 
3. Or to remove or deface this notice. 
4. Building Official 
5. . ..... of ..... . 
1. order that n"No person shall occupy any builditlg-Wflieh has been posted as 

speeified in this section. No person shall remove or deface any such notice so 
posted lffitil tlle repairs, deme-l#ion or removals ordered by the building official 
have been eompleted, Bfll'l a eertifieate of oeeupaney issued pursuant to the 
provisions of the Building Code~~ 

b._ The building official may, in addition to any other remedy herein provided, 
cause the building to be repaired to the extent necessary to correct the conditions 
which render the building dangerous as set forth in the notice and order; or, if the 
notice and order required demolition, to cause the building to be sold and 
demolished or demolished and the materials, rubble and debris therefrom 
removed and the lot cleaned. Any such repair or demolition work shall be 
accomplished and the cost thereof paid and recovered in the manner hereinafter 
provided in this chapter. Any surplus realized from the sale of any such building, 
or from the demolition thereof, over and above the cost of demolition and of 
cleaning the lot, shall be paid over to the person or persons lawfully entitled 
thereto. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

~9.i\JO~l-...!.2ns2-tt0,9!:·:!!0.!1.:62.!l!!,O __ Extension Of Time To Perform Work 

Upon receipt of an application from the person required to conform to the order and by 
agreement of such person to comply with the order if allowed additional time, the building 
official may grant an-extension~ of time, in increment of 60 additional day not to ex:eeed an 
additional120 days, within which to complete said repair, rehabilitation or demolition, ifthe 
building official determines that such an extension of time will not create or perpetuate a 
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situation imminently dangerous to life or property. The building official's authority to extend 
time is limited to the physical repair, rehabilitation or demolition of the premises and will not in 
any way affect the time to appeal the notice and order. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.2309.01.220 Interference With Repair Or Demolition Work Prohibited 

No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with any officer, employee, contractor or 
authorized representative of this jurisdiction or with any person ~ho owns or holds any estate or 
interest in any building which has been ordered repaired, vacated/or demolished under the 
provisions of this chapter; or with any person to whom such building has been lawfully sold 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, whenever such officer, employee, contractor or 
authorized representative of this jurisdiction, person having an interest or estate in such building 
or structure, or purchaser is engaged in the work of repairing, vacating and repairing, or 
demolishing any such building, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, or in performing any 
necessary act preliminary to or incidental to such work or authorized or directed pursuant to this 
chapter. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.2409.01.230 Performance Of Work Of Repair Or Demolition 

Procedure. When any work of repair or demolition is to be done pursuant to Section 
9.01.2Q40, of this chapter, the building official shall issue an order therefor to the director 
of puelie workslhe Department ofTran p rtati nand Development and the work shall be 
accomplished by personnel of this jurisdiction or by private contract under the direction 
of said director. Plans and specifications therefor may be prepared by said director, or the 
director may employ such architectural and engineering assistance on a contract basis as 
deemed reasonably necessary. If any part of the work is to be accomplished by private 
contract, standard public works contractual procedures shall be followed. 

C. _:bests. The cost of such •.vork shall be paid from the repair and demolition funG;-ant! 
may-9e made a special assessment against the property i1wolved or may be made a 
personal obligation of the property ovmer, whichever the legislati•,,e eody of this 
juri:sdietion shall determine is appropriate. 

[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.250 RepaiF And Demalitian Fund 

A. Generel. The legislati•t'e eody of this jurisdiction shall establish a special revolvi:eg fiJfld 
to be desigeated as the repair and demolition fund. Paymenls sh-aU be made out of said 
fltR.d upon the demand of the director ofpublie works to defray the costs and eKpenses 
whi oh may be ineuned by this jurisdiction in doing or caltsing to be <lone the necessary 
·.vork of repair or demolition of dangerous buildings. 

B. Mainteeanee of Fund . The let;,-islative body may at any time transfer to the repair aad 
demolition fund out of any money in the general fund of this jurisdiction, such sums as it 
may deem necessary u1 order to e:Kpedite the perfonnanee of the 'NorlE of repairer 
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demolition and any sum so transfem~t:l shall be deemed a loan to ilie repair and 
demolition-fund and shall be repaid out of the proceeds of the collections hereinafter 
provided for. All funds collected lffider:the proceedings hereinafter provided for sl:lall be 
pai(] to U1e treasurer of a jurisdiction VIAe sfla.ll credit the same to the repair and 
demolition fund. 

[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.2(;09.01.240 Recovery Of Cost Of Repair Or Demolition 

The director of public vrorksthe Depmtment of Tran portation or his r her designee shall keep 
an itemized account of the expense incurred by this jurisdiction in the repair or demolition of any 
building done pursuant to the provisions of Section 9.01.240, of this chapter. Upon the 
completion of the work of repair or demolition, said director shall prepare and fl.l.e.-record with 
the clerk of this jurisdiction a report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost of the 
work, a description of the real property upon which the building or structure is or was located, 
and the names and addresses of the persons entitled to notice pursuant to Section 9.01.11 0. 
Thereafter the costs of said work shall become a lien on the property and a debt for which the 
record owner(s) are personally liable until paid in full. Said lien shall be cnfi rceable in any 
manner provided by law. 
[Codified by Ord. 05-2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.270 Natiee Of HeRFiRg 

Upon receipt of said report, t11e olerk of this jurisdiotion shall present it to lhe legis! ative body of 
tl1is jurisdiction for consideration . The legislative body of this jurisdiction shall fiK a time: date 
tmd. place for hearing said report and any protesls or objections thereto . The clerk of this 
j:1risdiction shall eause notiee of said heafl.ng to be posted upon the property im•olved, published 
onee in a ne·Nspaper of general circt±lation in this juriBdietion rmd served by certified mail 
postage pre(')aid, addressed to the owner of the property as the owner' s name and address appears 
on the lasl equalized assessment roll of the county if !7Uoh so appears, or as knowfl to tlle clerk. 
Such ootioe sl:lall be given at least lO days prior to the date set for U1e hearing anti-shall specify 
the day, hour rm~lace when the legislative body will hear and IJBSS upon the director s report 
togetHer with any objections or protests which may be filed as hereiaafter provided by Emy 
person inlerested in or affected by the proposed charge. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.280 PFatests ! .. REI OI:JjeetiaRs 

Any person interested in or affileted by the proposed eb.arge may file written protests or 
ebj~ions with the clerk of this jurisdiction at any time pri~he time set fur the hearing on 
the report of the director. Saeh such protest or objection musl contain a descriptioa of the 
property in which the signer thereof is interested and the grounds of such protest or objection. 
The clerk of this jurisdiction shall endorse on every such protest or objection the date of receipt. 
The clerk shall present suoh protests or objeotions to the legislati¥e body of this jurisdiction at 
the time set for the hearin-g;--and IW other protests or objections shall ~ 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 
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9.01.290' HeaFiBg Of PFatests 

~n the day and how· fixed for the hearing, the 1 egislative body of this jurisdiction sha:l l hear 
and pass upon the report ofthe director together with any sueh objections or protests. The 
legislative body may make such revision, correction or modifioation in the repmt or the charge us 
4t may deem just· and when the legislative body is satisfied with the oorreeffiess of the charge, 
the report (as submitted or as revised corrected or modified) together with the clutrge, shall be 
eonfirn1ed or rejected. The deffision of the legislati'l'e body of this jwisdiction on the 1'eport, the 
charge, aed on all protests or objections shall be final aflel eoaelusive. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.300 Personal Obligatiea Or Speeial Assessment 

A rJ... 

B. 

C. 

The legislative body ofth:isjl±risdietion may thereupoa oruer that said eharge should be 
made a pel'sonal obligation of the property ov;ner or assess said el1arge against the 
property involved. 
Personal Obligation. If the legislative body of lhis j urisdietion orders that the charge 
sl-HH-l-be a persoRa:l obi igation of tl=te property owneF;-#-sllalJ direct the attorney for this 
jtlri sdiotion to collect the same on behalf of this j u-risdietion by :tse of all appropriate 
legal remedies. 
8peeial Assessment. lftlle legislati¥e body of this jurisdietion order that the charge shall 
be assessed against the property it shall eonfi.--m the assesstBeA:t, eal:ise the S8fB:e to be 
reoorded on the EhSsessment roll and thereafter said assessment shall eoRStitute a special 
assessment against and a l ien upon the property. 

[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/J 3/00] 

9.01.310 Caatest 

The validity of any assessment made ~1nder the provisions of this ehapter shall not be contested 
in a:ay aetioR or proceeding unless tl1e same is eommenced within 30 clays after the assessffl:ent' is 
plaeed up&FHhe--a6sessmenl roll as proYided herein. Any ap · · i:f68 
action or proceeding must be perfected within 30 days after the enlry of such judgmenl. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.320 Authority For lnstnllment Payment Of Assessments With Interest 

The legislatl"<'C body ofthisjurisdiction, ·in its discretion may determir.e that assessments in 
em:ounts of$500.00 or more shall be payable in not to eJteeed fi·1e equal annual installffl:ents. The 
legislative body s deterrrriflation to allm·1 payt11ent of such assessments in installments the 
number of installmen-ts, whether they shall bear interest and the rale thereof shall be by a 
res9kit:ion adopted prior to the eonfinnation of the am;essmeet. [Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 
7/13/00] 

9.01.330 Lien Of Assess meat 
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A. Priorily. Immediately upon its being placed on the assessment FOll the assessment shall 
be deemed to be complete lhe several amounts assessed shall ee payable, ana the 
a5SeSSH1ents shall ee liens against the-lots or t:JarCels of land asseSBed, reSI:JectiveJ=y. The 
lieu shall ee subordinate to all existing special assessment liens previously impose~ 
the same property and shall ee paramount to all other liens except for state, county aad 
property cases with which it shaH he upor, a parity. The lien shall cm'lt:in1:1e until tbe 
assessment an.d all interest d1:1e and payable thereon aTe paid. 

B. laterest. :All such assessments remaining unpaid after 30 days from the date ofrecording 
on lhe assessmenl roll shall become delinquent and shall bear interest at the rate of7 
percent per atm-1:1m from and after said date. 

[Codified ey Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.01.340 RepeFt Te Assessor And Tn C&lleetO:F+-Additieu Of Assessmeat Te Tax Bill 

After confinnetion of the report, certified copies of the asses!:.iment shall be gi'len to the assessor 
-Bflfl-tfle taK eo! lector for this jurisdiction, who sl=lall add the aR1ount of the assessmoat to the-p-am 
regular taJt billie-vied against the parcel for municipal purposes. [Codified by Ord. 05 2000 
7/13/00] 

9.01.350 Filin.g Cop~· Of Report With C&uflty Auditor 

.Jf..t:Re county assessor and the coxmty tax collector assess property and collect tru<es for this 
j-m=H;dietion a certified copy of the assessFft6flt shall be filed with the COI:ffity auditor on or before 
Aug1:1st 10. The descriptions of the parcels reported should be those used for the same parcels on 
the eouRty assessor's map books for the current year. 
[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9.0l .Jfi0 Celleetion Of 1'\ssessmeat: Penolties For FeFeelosure 

t\ 
J ... The amount of the assessment shall be collected at-the same time and in the same manner 

as ordinary property taxes are oollected aBd shnll be subjecl to the same penalties and 
proeeeure aHd sale iR ease ofdelffifttieney as provided for ordinary property taxes. All 
laws applicable to the leYy oollection and enforcement of property lax.es shall be 
applicaele to s:uch. assessment. 
If the legislati-...e body of this jurisdiction has detennined that the-assessment shall be paid 
in installments. each installment aed any interest thereon shall be collected in the same 
mar-met• B£l orainary propert~ssive years. lf any instal lment is c:lelinquent, 
the amount thereof is subjeet to the same penalties and procedure for sale as pro•lided for 
ordinary property taxes. 

[Codified ey Ord. 05 2000, 7/13/00] 

9JH.370 Repayment Of Repair And Demolitioo Fund 

All money recovered by payment ofthe charge or assessment or from the sale of the property at 
foreclosure sale shall be paitJ-te.-.tRe-treasurer ofthis jurisdiction who shall credit the same to the 
repair and demolition fund. 



[Codified by Ord. 05 2000, 7113/00] 

9.01.250 Remedies not Exclusive 

Exhibit 1 - Redline/Strikeout Version 
Page 20 

None of the remedies described in th.is chapter are exclusive and the County may pursue any 
other remedies available to it including, but not limited to, conunencing a civil action in a court 
of competent jurisdiction. 
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Problem House Project Case Studies 

3915 SE Risley "The Risley Hotel: The worst house in Clackamas County" 
(Oregonian June 15, 2015) 

Problems: Criminal Activity: 

• Extensive law enforcement contacts - 173 law 
enforcement calls between January 2013 and clean up 
day on June 24, 2015. 

• 345 hours spent on calls by CCSO costing approximately 
$23,000. 

• 64 arrests at location . 

• Extensive drug traffic and use 
Code Enforcement: 

• No garbage service for years . 

• House occupied by as many as 20 people at a time . 

• Burned out RV in the back yard with piles of garbage . 

• Neighbors report significant a significant rat population 
coming into their yards. 

• Hypodermic needles and syringes littered around the 
house. 

• Very bad odor of decay in the summer months . 

• Multiple filings of code violations against the estate - open 
CE cases since 2007. 

Ownership: • Owner deceased . 

• Owner's estate was, and currently remains, unresolved . 

• Owner's son was living at house and allowing people to 
stay there and use illegal drugs. 

• Owner's daughter somewhat helpful although lacked 
resources to get people out of house and clean it up. 

• Mortgage unpaid and the house is in judicial foreclosure 
(by Seattle Bank), but that process has not concluded and 
takes a long time. 

• Seattle Bank cannot/will not clean up house or take any 
affirmative steps until judicial foreclosure com_Qiete. 

Solution: Chronic Nuisance/Public Nuisance lawsuit: 

• Filed by county counsel in March 2015 . 

• Defendants failed to appear and default judgment 
obtained. 

• Court orders all occupants out of house due to nuisance . 

• CCSO removes all occupants on June 24, 2015 . 
Clean Up: 

• Code Enforcement negotiated with daughter of deceased 
owner to change the locks on the house and undertake 
partial clean up in June. 

• Two RVs still on property and additional cleanup needed . 











From: Todd Gentry [mailto:toddhgentry@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 11:31 AM 
To: Crime Prevention <crimeprevention@co.clackamas.or.us>; Stewart, Bill 
<BiiiSte@co.clackamas.or.us> 
Subject: Thank You from the Risley Neighborhood 

Good Afternoon Sara and Bill -
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I just wanted to send an update after what feels like the first weekend of our independence on SE 
Risley. What a beautiful weekend it was! 

Much like the families that live near airports eventually learn to tune out the sounds from passing 
airplanes, I realize we had become so accustomed to the traffic and uncomfortable presence of 
our neighbors at 3915 that the neighborhood feels like a completely different place now that the 
house is empty. I never noticed the neighborhood was so quiet. 

This weekend we had the blinds open in the kitchen and were able to sit comfortably on our deck 
and enjoy a drink with a few neighbors. It felt like a new home. 

When we first moved in, I noticed the house directly across from 3915 was constantly closed up. 
Curtains closed, private property signs posted. I wondered if the house was abandoned, but the 
neighbors assured me a lady lived there but kept the place shuddered to avoid having to see the 
activity happening outside her windows. For the first time I've seen, Lourdes opened up her 
curtains and was out working in her front yard this weekend. On a weekend where I saw many 
things for the first time, or in a new light, seeing her in front of her home, comfortable among her 
neighbors, was the highlight. 

I realize that there were a lot of people working on this case, and that many will go un-thanked, 
but I wanted to make sure to say thanks to the two ofyou for all that you contributed here. Your 
communication with the neighbors and myself is what kept us all feeling like we were part ofthe 
fight, and is what kept us all involved to the extent we were. The level of coordination that I was 
able to witness from you two was definitely a huge contributor to this win. 

I know your scope is much larger than Risley A venue, and that this is just a battle in the war for 
you, but this made a huge difference for the neighborhood and you have had an enormous impact 
on many families and homes with this win. 

I understand there is still work to be done and I look forward to seeing if the momentum gained 
here on Risley is able to be used to impact Oak Grove. I am eager to assist in any way I may be 
of use. 

Thank you both so much. You are making positive changes in your community, and your 
community appreciates it. Great work on SE Risley! 

Sincerely, 
Todd Gentry & Risley Neighbors 
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14611 SE Cedar "Mountains of Trash Hauled Off as Clackamas County 
Cracks Down on Another Drug House" (Oregonian 1 0/29/15) 

Problems: Criminal Activity: 

• Extensive law enforcement contacts -- 70 calls for law 
enforcement service since March 27, 2014. 

• Over 1 07 hours of CCSO time spend on calls costing over 
$7,000. 

• 16 arrests at location . 

• Extensive drug traffic and use . 
Code Enforcement: 

• No water or sewer service . 

• Extensive piles of garbage in driveway, back yard, garage, 
and rear storage shed . 

• Significant rat population . 

• Hypodermic needles and syringes littered around house . 

• Strong odor of decay in the summer months . 

• House used as a flop house or hotel for drug users . 

• Code Enforcement case opened up April14, 2014 for solid 
waste. Citations issued. 

Ownership: • House is in judicial foreclosure (by US Bank) but US Bank 
cannot/will not clean up house or take any affirmative 
steps until judicial foreclosure complete. 

• Owners abandoned house when foreclosure started 
believing they no longer had any rights in the house. 

• Owner's step-daughter had "rented" house to others for 
use and situation got out of hand. 

• It appears that owners were not aware of the extent of the 
situation, did not believe they had authority to do anything 
about it, and lacked resources to take action. 

Solution: CCSO negotiated with owners of house: 

• When nuisance house task force formed in summer 2015 
CCSO was able to locate owners and come up with 
strategy where the owners agreed to remove occupants 
and work with County to clean up house. 

• House vacated on October 7, 2015 

• House boarded up and made part of CCSO exclusion 
program - now CCSO can arrest any unlawful occupants. 

• All drug traffic stopped on that day . 
Clean Up: 

• Oak Lodge Sanitary and Oak Lodge Water Districts donate 
staff and equipment for clean up on October 29, 2015. 

• Three 40-yard dumpsters filled with garbage . 














