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Note: This booklet addresses only fair housing law, You 

will also need to learn about Oregon landlord tenant 

law, which addresses your legal resp onsib ili ties and 

those of your tenants related to rental agreements, 

deposits, late charges, repairs, right of entry, retaliation, 

evictions, etc For more information, contact one of the 

associations listed inside about attending a landlord 

tenant law training or consult with your own attorney 

Make sure your attorney is familiar with fair housing 

laws, You may also contact the Oregon Bar Association 

for attorney referrals, 
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Introduction 

Congratulations on purchasing 

rental property and welcome to 

the benefits and responsibilities 

of being a landlord, Your rental 

property rep re sen ts a source of 

revenue and long term equity to 

you; it also represents a place your 

tenants will call home, 

This booklet will give you basic information on your 

legal responsibilities under fair housing laws, These are 

civil rights laws and all 

landlords are required to 

follow them whether you 

own one single family home 

or a three hundred unit 

apartment complex, This 

informational booklet is a 

first step to give you fair 

housing basics, We strongly recommend you attend a 

fair housing training session annually to learn more 

about these laws and how to comply with them, 
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As a new landlord, you will also need to familiarize 

yourself with Oregon landlord tenant law, contract law 

and general liability law, This booklet does not cover 

these laws, but does off er referrals to organizations and 

web sites that are resources for more information, (See 

page 32) 

Again, all rentals are covered by these laws, As a 

landlord, you are held to the same legal standard, 

regardless of how many units you own, whether or not 

you have hired a property manager or management 

company, and whether or not you have received any 

training on fair housing laws or other relevant laws, 
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So What are "Fair Housing Laws"? 

Fair housing laws insure that everyone has an equal 

right to housing, These federal, state and local laws 

protect all of us from discrimination in housing, They 

protect everyone who is a renter or home buyer~ 

everyone who is purchasing a home loan or homeown

er1s insurance, Fair housing laws insure no one will be 

denied a home, a loan or insurance because of a 

discriminatory reason such as your race, national orig in 

or religion, (For a co cpmpletelist of protected class es~ see 

page 5.) 

Before the passage of 

civil rights laws in 

housing, discrimination 

was a massive problem 

throughout Oregon and 

the en tire United States, 

For example, historically, 

African American home buyers were steered into 

segregated neighborhoods, Landlords commonly 

refused to rent to families with children, making rental 

housing off limits to the majority of families, The 

Oregon Constitution originally prohibited African 

Americans and Chinese Americans from owning any 

real estate, Restrictive covenants, prohibiting homes 
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from being sold to African Americans and Asians, were 

once common, Those who managed to move into 

neighborhoods where they were not welcome, experi

enced everything from 1'the cold shoulder 11 to vandalism 

to violence, 

In 196 8, Congress passed 

the Fair Housing Act, 

protecting Americans 

from discrimination in 

housing based on their 

race, color, religion and 

national origin, In 1974, 

sex (gender) was added and then, in 1 988, families with 

children and individuals with disabilities became 
1'protected classes 11 as welL 

Under Oregon state law it is also illegal to discriminate 

based on marital status, sexual orientation and gender 

identity, It is now also illegal to discriminate against 

survivors of domestic violence, 

Source of income is also a protected class in Oregon, 

That means it is illegal to discriminate against applicants 

or tenants because their income is from a public 

assistance program such as the Department of Human 

Services, social security, child support, or any other form 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.fhco.org/color.htm
http://www.fhco.org/national_origin.htm
http://www.fhco.org/religion.htm
http://www.fhco.org/gender.htm
http://www.fhco.org/families.htm
http://www.fhco.org/disability.htm
http://www.fhco.org/marital.htm
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Fair Housing and People with Disabilities 
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