


































































































































Table 6. Scenic resource inventory of the view within Horse Creek Canyon, just downstream of Horse 
Creek  bridge and waterfalls.   

The view as seen from within Horse Creek Canyon is of high scenic quality; it is a pleasing river 
canyon view with interesting geology, in remote-feeling setting. 

  
Landform Deep incised basaltic canyon with clear waters of the Molalla River running 

through a (sometimes) quite narrow corridor. Steep, constricted canyon slopes 
with a forested setting.   

Vegetation Seepy sparsely vegetated, moss covered basalt walls, with some saxifrages, 
ocean spray, service berry, herbaceous meadow visible on top of cliff along 
with shrub zone and Douglas fir forest. Typical vegetation of W. Oregon. 
Epilobium flowering provides seasonal colorful accents.  

Water Clear water with whitewater, which is turbulent in areas, particularly within 
narrow chutes between large rocks. Some deeper clear pools and eddies, 
sieves, reversals and chutes.  

Color Bright to dark greens, grey basalt, milky green water, white rapids, blue sky 
with white clouds. 

Adjacent scenery Forested slopes (some young plantation forest) with views of Table Rock 
Wilderness and snow topped peaks.  

Scarcity The gorge-like narrow canyon is distinctive and interesting.  
Cultural modification None, some signs of historical logging (in the vegetation).  
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Table 7. Scenic resource inventory of the view from the riverbank below Goldilocks Rapids.  

The view as seen from the riverbank is of high scenic quality; it is a pleasing river-scape view with 
interesting water features and landform in a forested, remote-feeling setting.   

 
Landform Molalla River with steep basalt canyon walls on one side of the river, a large 

rock juts out of the river, mossy covered riverbank on the other side, with a 
small sandy beach. 

Vegetation Conifer forest with cedar and deciduous forest riparian zone. Salmonberry, 
aster, monkey flower. Some willow, hazelnut, vine maple, nine bark, 
salmonberry, piggyback plant. Ferns, moss covered rock on the banks with 
monkey flower and Montia, Claytonia, and swordfern. 220+ yrs old in older 
areas. 

Water Rapids, milky opaque color to water, small waterfall, just below Goldilocks 
rapids.  

Color Mostly green (variety of bright to dark), brown in banks and tree bark, dark 
grey basalt, milky green water, white on water. 

Adjacent scenery Mixed deciduous, thick forested setting, road is hidden from view at this point.  
Scarcity The setting does not parallel the road, fairly common view, interesting rock 

formations.  
Cultural modification None
 

It is possible to obtain views from the river itself throughout the whole study area by floating the 
river, when water levels allow. Roads follow the river in some parts; however, some of it cannot be 
viewed from a vehicle or from the side of the road, but there are frequently trails down to the 
river.  
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More photos that capture the scenery of the Molalla River study area are available on the OPRD 
Flickr page at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/orstateparks/sets/72157646949323231/. 

Management Setting 
 
Land ownership 
The majority of the study area (~80%) is managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 
includes lands within the BLM’s Salem District, headquartered in Salem, Oregon. Much of the 
BLM’s current riverfront ownership resulted in a 1992 land exchange between BLM and 
Weyerhauser (Bureau of Land Management, 2010). The BLM has staff or volunteers patrol the area 
and will be having hosts at the new campgrounds, additionally as funding allows the Molalla Police 
Department patrols the area, particularly during the peak-use season. Private lands, which make up 
approximately 16.5% of the study area, include private industrial forest lands (e.g., Weyerhaeuser 
Company) along with a mix of other smaller timber holdings and non-timber lands such as rural 
residential, primarily near the end of the study area. Table 8 shows the break-down between public 
and private land ownership as does Figure 7 which shows the same thing spatially on a map.  
 
Table 8. Approximate land-ownership within the Molalla River study area 

Ownership type Approximate percentage 
 state >1% 

federal 80% 
                                                                    Total:      80% 

Private private                                                10% 
industrial timber                                               6.5% 
                                                                    Total:   16.5% 

Other*                                                                                        2% 
*Other includes gaps, water, roads and other things not attributed to a specific owner in the tax lot data. 

The Oregon Department of State Lands, although it has not conducted an official navigability study 
pursuant to ORS 274.400-274.412, does have information from the “Farnell” Reports” including 
historical information relevant to the potential navigability of the Molalla River (Department of 
State Lands).  The Molalla may be navigable (although not officially) from its mouth to river mile 
26.5, just downstream of the study area (Farnell, 1979).  

Land use 
The majority of land-use in the study area is forestry and recreation, with some rural residential. 
Most of the private property in the area is zoned for “Exclusive Farm Use.”  Much of the forestry is 
industrial timber, most of which is owned by Weyerhaeuser but there are also some smaller 
woodland lots used for timber and agriculture. The unincorporated communities of Glen Avon and 
Dickie Prairie lie mostly out of the study area beyond the Glen Avon Bridge, but a few homes along 
the banks of the Molalla are in the study area. A few of these homes are visible from the river; 
however, most of them are screened at least partially with vegetation. The only property on the 
upper section of the study area with a visible structure as seen from the river is the one known as 
“Bee Ranch”, other properties lower down include the Molalla Retreat and a few other residential 
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structures. The river in this study segment is crossed by several bridges and has a road paralleling it 
for much of the study area. However, the road is not visible from the river for much of the study 
area.  
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Figure 7. Approximate land ownership types within study area
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Application of Waterway Eligibility Criteria 
 
The entire study area meets the criteria (ORS 390.855) for eligibility as a state scenic waterway. 
 
Free-flowing: The first criterion that must be met is that “the river or segment of river is relatively 
free-flowing.”  
 
The Molalla River is completely free-flowing in nature in that it flows without impoundment, 
diversion, or major modification of the waterway along the entire study segment. The river is also 
naturally flowing (without dams or diversion) throughout the whole length of the river from the 
headwaters in the Table Rock Wilderness to the Willamette River (e.g., there are no upstream or 
downstream dams). Notably, it is the Willamette’s longest un-dammed tributary. The Molalla flows 
within natural banks, with the exception of minor cultural modifications made for the bridges and 
roads (e.g., some bank stabilization efforts including retaining walls). The river has generally regular 
and somewhat predictable flows, although as with almost all rivers in Oregon, flow various 
seasonally but derives from naturally occurring phenomenon, including precipitation, and to some 
extent, seasonal snow-melt.  
 
Scenery: The second criteria that must be met is that the “scene as viewed from the river and 
related adjacent land is pleasing, whether primitive or rural-pastoral, or these conditions are 
restorable.”  
 
The scenery as seen from the riverbank and the river in the study area ranges from moderate, but 
pleasing to exceptional river-scape views with unique geology and clear water in a mostly remote-
feeling (although it is close to the road in parts), forested setting. The BLM notes that scenery on 
the Molalla River is an “outstandingly remarkable value” due to the resources of regional 
significance and proximity to major metropolitan areas, setting it apart from other rivers (Bureau of 
Land Management, 1993). Water clarity, interesting geology and hydrology combine to create the 
overall visual quality of the river corridor.  

The few developments that do exist are quite localized so their visibility does not detract 
noticeably from the general natural feeling of the area. A few bridges cross the river, and other 
developments along the river include some visible impacts from timber harvest and a few 
residential homes on private lands, although most of them are at least partially screened as viewed 
from the river. The only property with a visible structure as seen from the river (in the upper 
segment of the study area) is the one known as “Bee Ranch” located near the confluence of the 
Table Rock Fork (see photo, below).  At the very end of the study area, a few more homes are 
visible from the river. In a few places where the road is close to the river, structures created for 
erosion control (e.g., retaining walls) are quite visible, albeit localized in nature. The remote feeling 
of the area combined with views of forested slopes and interesting geologic features combine to 
provide outstanding to generally pleasing views of the river and its surrounding scenery.  
 
Recreation and natural resources: The final two criteria that must be met are that the river or 
segment of river and its setting must “possess natural and recreation values of outstanding quality” 
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and be “large enough to sustain substantial recreation use and to accommodate existing uses 
without undue impairment of the natural values of the resource or quality of the recreation 
experience.”  
 
The Molalla was listed in a 1987 study of recreational use of Oregon Waterways in which it was 
listed as having “outstanding recreational resources”, particularly for canoeing/kayaking, salmon 
and steelhead fishing and to a lesser extent (substantial to moderate) other types of boating 
including rafting, trout fishing, and “other recreation” which included hiking, swimming, camping 
and nature viewing (Oregon Department of Transportation, 1987). Boating, coupled with fishing 
and other activities reflects the importance of water dependent recreation and other water related 
activities on the Molalla River. The BLM estimates that approximately 50,000 visitors are attracted 
to the Molalla River corridor from the local and surrounding metropolitan areas, including 
Portland, Canby, and Salem. 
 
The BLM notes that recreation on the Molalla River is an “outstandingly remarkable value” due to 
the river-related resources of regional significance and proximity to major metropolitan areas 
(Bureau of Land Management, 1993). Key recreational uses that were found to be exceptional 
include fishing, day-hiking, camping, non-motorized boating, picnicking, and swimming/wading. 
Recreational opportunities include day-use pursuits (e.g., hiking, scenic enjoyment, picnicking) and 
camping at newly developed BLM campgrounds, along with seasonal recreational fishing 
opportunities.  Fishing, as allowed by fishing regulations (e.g., below Turner Bridge), is primarily 
from those that hike-in or fish from the banks from one of the many pedestrian access points on 
public lands.  
 
Recreational boating (e.g., kayaking, rafts and other float devices) is possible throughout this whole 
stretch during much of the year with multiple put in and take out spots on public lands. Boating is 
becoming increasingly popular in this section, with access possible via roads and floats possible for 
recreationists of a variety of skills levels, depending on the flow. During various water levels, 
kayaking the “3 Bears Run” is a regional favorite amongst intermediate to expert paddlers. 
Experienced whitewater kayakers, canoeists and some on rafts paddle the river during higher 
water months (typically Nov-May, depending on rains), when the challenging Class 3-4 (and higher 
depending on flows) rapids of the Molalla River “3 Bears Run” surrounded by unusual rock 
formations, including Mama, Papa, Baby-Bear, Porridge Bowl, and Goldilocks rapids are a draw.   
 
Overall the recreation opportunities on this section of the river have the potential to be (and 
currently are) popular enough to attract visitors from beyond the local area, additionally they are 
relatively rare within the region with only a few rivers, like the nearby Clackamas, offer somewhat 
similar experiences. While several rivers in the region offer somewhat similar scenery, the diversity 
of recreation opportunities and year-round nature of recreation on this river is notable.  

Natural resources of national and state importance exist in the study area as there are quite a few 
rare and listed species known to occur or that have the possibility of occurring because of habitat 
and proximity to known occurrences. Five species listed under the Federal and/or state 
Endangered Species Acts, and 31 federal and/or state sensitive species have the potential to occur 
or do occur in the study area. The steep and rocky hill slopes, canyon walls, and stream terraces of 
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the Molalla River support typical riparian and upland vegetation types characteristic of the West 
Cascades Ecoregion.  The abundant patches of Scouler’s corydalis are the most notable botanical 
point of interest in the riparian areas, which also provide visual interest especially in areas with wet 
cliff walls that have hanging bryophytes, ferns, and saxifrages. While much of the forest present on 
hillsides visible from the river has been logged in the past, some impressive late-seral forest is 
present and unique habitats include “rocky outcrops, cliffs, tallus slopes, wetlands, and riparian 
areas (Bureau of Land Management, 1993).” 
 
It appears that the study area meets the criteria of possessing outstanding recreation values and 
that it is large enough to sustain the existing, substantial, levels of recreation use. The nature of the 
existing water-based uses and surrounding lands in the study segment indicates it meets the 
eligibility standards for recreation set in state statute. The importance of the river as important 
habitat for fish and wildlife should not be overlooked; the statue requires that both criteria be met.  
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PUBLIC INPUT FINDINGS 
 

On-going Scenic Waterways Program administration and promotion of waterways with statewide 
significance requires cooperation and collaboration between OPRD, stakeholders, property owners, 
and the local community.  When determining whether the Molalla River would make a good 
addition to the program, OPRD reached out to members of the public to engage them in the 
assessment process and encouraged participation by offering multiple opportunities to provide 
input.  The following methods were used to gather feedback on the study and to gauge public 
support for including the Molalla River into the Scenic Waterways Program. 
 

Stakeholder Input 
 
Early in the study process, OPRD engaged with property and business owners in the study area.  
Government agencies and organizations which may have an interest in the possible Scenic 
Waterway designation were also contacted.  OPRD found that most property owners within the 
Molalla River study area were accepting of the possibility of new regulations associated with a 
Scenic Waterway designation.  Most of the private property owners own commercial forests and 
are already associated with similar land use regulations administered by Clackamas County.  
Clackamas County has a river and streams overlay that restricts development and vegetation 
management within 50 to 200 feet, depending on the water way category.  The Scenic Waterway 
study area falls within the 200 foot development restriction category.  
 
OPRD reviewed preliminary study findings with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), a large 
land holder in the study area, to obtain feedback on the potential designation.  BLM staff noted 
that many recreational activities occur along the Molalla River including camping, hiking, mountain 
biking, equestrian use, fishing, swimming, floating and paddling.  BLM stated that they recently 
completed a new recreation management plan (2011) that is expected to increase recreational use 
of the Molalla River. 
 
OPRD met with the Molalla River Alliance to discuss the Scenic Waterway study.  They indicated 
that they are a non-profit organization that is focused on advancing habitat protection, salmon 
recovery, and family recreational opportunities on the Molalla River.  They reiterated the 
recreational activities that BLM identified.  They also communicated that the Molalla River is a 
prime example of a wild Cascadian stream and home to the largest run of wild winter steelhead on 
the upper Willamette River system.    
 

Written Comments 
 
OPRD developed a webpage to provide information regarding the Scenic Waterway assessment 
process and to solicit input on potential waterway designations.  The project website and an email 
address for submitting written comments were advertised in a news release and through a public 
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notice in the local paper.  At the publicized September 15, 2014 community meeting, comment 
forms were also distributed to members of the public.  OPRD found that the majority of the 
submitted emails were generated through a national proponent campaign to express support for 
the designation of all three waterways.  In addition, a postcard campaign was also conducted by a 
Molalla River proponent group to demonstrate support for the potential designation.  An analysis 
of other individual emails, letters, and community meeting comment forms also show strong 
support for including the Molalla River in the State Scenic Waterways Program.  All written 
comments that were received have been attached to this report as Appendix B.  A summary of 
written comments in opposition and support of designating the Molalla River into the Scenic 
Waterways Program has been provided below in Table 9.  
 
Table 9. Summary of the types of written comments received during the public comment period for the 
Molalla study area.  

Written Comment Type Opposed Support 
Individual Emails and Letters 2 7 
Community Meeting Comment Forms 0 1 
Email Campaign 0 164 
Postcard Campaign 0 33 

Total Written Comments: 2 205 
 

Online Survey 
 
From August 25th to October 15th, OPRD posted a link to an online survey for the Molalla River 
study area on the agency’s 2014 Scenic Waterways Assessment webpage.  The survey resulted in 
feedback from 33 respondents.  Surveyed participants were asked about what benefits or 
problems they associate with including the Molalla River into the Scenic Waterways Program.  
Through the survey, respondents could indicate support or opposition to one, two, or all three 
segments of the waterway being studied.  Survey results indicated that 6% of survey respondents 
were opposed to designating one or more of the waterway segments, and 94% of the respondents 
were in favor of the designation.  The complete results of the survey have been attached as 
Appendix C. 
 

Community Meeting 
 
In advance of the September 15, 2014 meeting, OPRD sent out a news release to all media outlets 
in NW Oregon and published a public notice in the Molalla Pioneer newspaper.  In addition, a 
personal meeting invite was sent to 49 property owners within the study area along the Molalla 
River.  An additional 19 adjacent landowners were called with a personal meeting invitation.  The 
meeting was facilitated by OPRD staff and was attended by 8 members of the public.  At the 
meeting, a short presentation was provided to describe the study process, preliminary eligibility 
findings, initial stakeholder feedback, and how the Scenic Waterways Program is managed by 
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OPRD.  Following this presentation, OPRD staff asked for questions and comments from members 
of the public. 
 
During the meeting, OPRD staff fielded a variety of questions about what implications a new Scenic 
Waterway designation would have on properties along the waterway.  Meeting attendees stated 
general support for the designation.  There were many questions on how a Scenic Waterway 
designation would impact riparian vegetation, permits for restoration work, and activities on 
federal lands.  Community members were interested in how a scenic waterway may assist BLM in 
managing their lands for recreation.  The public offered up some minor study boundary area 
suggestions to match the Federal Wild and Scenic River proposal.  OPRD found that all public 
comments received at the community meeting were in general support to the possible Scenic 
Waterway designation.  A full transcription of the feedback received at this community meeting 
has been attached as Appendix A. 
 

County Commission Input 
 
To ensure that local government input was also included in this report, OPRD requested feedback 
on the Molalla River Scenic Waterways study from the Clackamas County Board of Commissioners.  
On October 28, 2014 the Commission held a meeting to review the findings from State Park’s 
community meeting and to obtain feedback from interested citizens prior to responding to OPRD’s 
request.  At this meeting, OPRD asked the Clackamas County Commission if they would like to 
consider a resolution in support or opposition of the possible designation.  On October 28, 2014, 
the Clackamas County Commission will review public comments from the September 15th 
community meeting  and will consider passing a resolution in support or opposition of the 
designation.  When this resolution is available, it will be Included with Appendix B. 
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WATERWAY SUITABILITY CONCLUSIONS 
 

Based on this study’s eligibility and public input findings, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
has concluded the Molalla River study area is a strong candidate for the Scenic Waterway’s 
program.   Staff are recommending to the Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission that these 
findings be considered when determining whether this section of the Molalla River is suitable for 
recommending State Scenic Waterway designation to the Governor.  A State Scenic Waterway 
designation is intended to recognize rivers which have outstanding scenic, natural and recreational 
values; reserved for the best of the best waterways in Oregon.  Both local community members 
and BLM staff input indicate that the waterway clearly meets all of the program’s eligibility criteria. 
 
The Scenic Waterways Program is designed to provide stewardship of rivers with statewide 
significance by balancing the protection of that resource with the development interests of 
property owners.  This study has documented that land owners which provided input within the 
study area did not express significant concerns with new regulations associated with a Scenic 
Waterway designation.  Through the analysis of community meeting comments, stakeholder input, 
emails, other written comments, and the online survey, there is well-defined support for the 
potential waterway designation.  For all of the reasons identified above, OPRD finds that the 
Molalla River study area has high suitability for the Scenic Waterways Program. 
 
If this section of the Molalla River is designated into the Scenic Waterways Program, OPRD would 
re-engage with property owners, stakeholders, agencies, organizations, and other interested 
community members during the development of a waterway management plan.  Previously 
identified issues and concerns, as well as provisions for accommodating existing uses, would be 
addressed in the management plan.  To provide responsible on-going management of designated 
Scenic Waterways, it is recommended that the State establish a new Scenic Waterway Program 
fund for the development of needed public facilities and promotional materials.  If the Molalla 
River study area is designated as a Scenic Waterway, this new program funding source should be 
utilized to develop and publish a water trail guide for the management area.  The water trail guide 
would serve as an essential management tool for a waterway listed as having statewide 
significance.  By making the guide available to the public, it would encourage environmental 
stewardship, promote outdoor recreation opportunities, reduce potential conflicts with private 
land owners, and promote safety for those recreating on the river. 
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APPENDIX A

Molalla Scenic Waterway Study

Community Meeting Transcription – Molalla Library

September 15, 2014

(Rocky): I want to welcome everyone tonight. So we’re here to talk with the 
community about the Molalla River so hopefully you’ve got the right meeting. 
I’m Rocky Houston, I’m the State Scenic Trails Coordinator and I’ll be 
facilitating tonight’s event. You’ll notice that I’ll be looking at this pad of paper 
occasionally, that’s because we’re holding a few of these around the state so 
we want to make sure we're providing consistent information. So, I need the 
cliff notes every once in awhile. So, really tonight is about you and getting 
feedback, we want to talk to you about the initiative of the program, the study 
that we’re undertaking, the reasons behind the study, and then talk about the 
Scenic Waterway program in general. From there, we’re going to have a lot of 
time to hopefully set up for you to ask us questions.  Then, once we’re kind of 
through that, then we’ll have an opportunity at the very end if you want tonight 
to provide public testimony here orally as well as plenty of other options, 
written, email, a survey you can take in lieu of not wanting to do that, testifying 
today in front of the microphone. Any questions about the scope tonight? So, 
we’ve had the Scenic Waterway Program around since the 70s and 80s…we 
have roughly 20 Scenic Waterways around the state designated primarily in 
two rounds in the 70s and 80s and there are these blue lines, and we were 
doing a pilot project …there’s been a lot of interest in Scenic Waterways over 
the last few years and the Governor directed us and the Legislative  Body to go 
out and look at three waterways and do a study, and we’re going to be looking 
at three Scenic Waterways every two years and to ensure that we have a good 
review of the whole state we are looking at the Chetco, the Molalla and a 
portion of the Grand Ronde. Hopefully we will be looking at three every two 
years, we’re kind of pilotng this format because the last two ways it was done 



differently, how they were designating Scenic Waterways. So, we’re trying to 
figure this all out. The valuation process is based off of our state law and our 
regulatory program in regards to the water’s eligibility. So these would be free 
flowing, which means there can be dams or other barriers in the waterway.  It 
must have a scenic quality as viewed from the river, it has to be natural and 
have great recreational values, it can be seasonal recreational values as well 
as year round recreational values. What we’re going to do is through the study 
process is we’re looking at the waterway’s eligibility, then we’re taking and 
looking at the feasibility and that’s why we’re here tonight and why we’ve been 
reaching out and it’s really the feasibility of the communities, the communities 
want this to be a designated Scenic Waterway and what are your values locally 
in regards to that and then we compile that into our report to give that eligibility 
of the waterway as well as that feasibility to the community feedback to come 
out. We’re finding a lot of different ways of gathering that feedback through our 
stakeholder meetings we’re reaching out to adjacent land owners, other groups 
of the community, this meeting tonight we have comments that can be given to 
us at scenic.waterways@oregon.gov If you didn’t bring your pen we have a 
little piece of blue paper in the back, easily lost or put in your wallet, one of the 
two ways and that will be another way, it has all that information. We also have 
a survey at that link, correct Laurel?  

(Laurel): Either that link or on the blue paper. 

(Rocky): On the blue paper will be the link to the survey, so you can find that, 
just keep one date in mind which is Oct. 15th, that’s when the survey will close.  
So you’ve got a full month, 30 days, before that comes up and then we will 
take that information and move it forward to the Governor’s office. So, it’s 
always important to kind of say, well, State Parks you’re managing this 
(inaudible)… really, our role is to do studies. We don’t have any vested interest 
one way or the other in regards to the outcomes. We’re not advocating for 
designation or not for designation, we’re looking at the eligibility criteria and the 
community’s feedback to help with the effort of the decision makers.  So were 
trying to be as (inaudible) as we can in evaluating that possibility and trying to 
get as much information as we can so once it gets to the Governor’s office and 
the Legislative Body there’s no surprises, there’s always been an opportunity 
to (inaudible) through our report and our study (inaudible) those concerns have 



been raised.  And, if there’s no support, there’s no support, if it doesn’t meet 
the eligibility requirements, that’s what we’re trying to do is present back that 
eligibility report. Really, what we want to make sure is that the information we 
give is thorough, and that there is plenty of opportunities for people to provide 
feedback. So whenever I think of (inaudible) made me think of fish habitat. So 
for this next portion of the eligibility, I’m going to turn it over to my colleague 
Laurel Hillman, and she’s going to talk to you about the eligibility process, and 
provide or review that, Laurel? 

(Laurel):  Thanks Rocky. I won’t spend too much time on this but basically I 
want to tell you what the criteria are, based on state law, and what we’re doing 
to determine eligibility and then hopefully, look forward to input from folks in the 
room and folks that aren’t in the room to get more feedback on those criteria 
and whether or not you feel like it meets those criteria. So, this is an overview 
of what we’ve done so far to determine, you might have the question, why are 
we looking at the Molalla River, so we were asked to do a study of three 
waterways per biennium. So we didn’t want to start from scratch, so we looked 
at existing lists of potential candidate rivers that existed, we had old outdoor 
recreation plan documents that outlined potential rivers for study, the National 
Park Service has a national river inventory that has lists of potentially eligible 
waterways that aren’t currently designated, and there was a senate bill in the 
last session, senate bill 401 which had a list of waterways, that, if the bill had 
passed, would have been designated as State Scenic Waterways. So we 
looked at all this existing information, existing lists of waterways that might be 
eligible, and used that to whittle down a list of rivers that we could study. We 
looked at some course level screening criteria, is the river free flowing, so 
rivers that had a major damn on them were called out in this course level 
screening. We looked for rivers that, based on the information we have, based 
on statewide surveys of their input from stakeholder groups, and other 
management agencies, Fish and Wildlife, DEQ, other state agencies and 
federal agencies, would it meet those other criteria of having some level of 
recreation use and scenic values. Once we came up with a shorter list of study, 
we vetted that with partner groups, agencies and determined that as Rocky 
said, we would study those three study reaches for this pilot year. What we’ve 
done so far on the Molalla, we’ve conducted a field visit to the river to 



document existing river conditions, look at the scenic quality of the river, and 
start to identify some outstanding natural and recreational features of the 
waterway; and ongoing right now, hopefully after this meeting we might be able 
to reach out with other folks, is ongoing discussions with experienced users, 
folks that know the river, folks that recreate on the river, people that live on the 
river, Resource Managers, Federal/ State agencies, watershed groups, that 
might have a better understanding than we do about what the natural values 
on the river are, scenic values and recreational values to help us determine 
whether or not it has outstanding natural, recreational and scenic qualities that 
would make it eligible as the State Scenic Waterway. I think I already went 
through that but these are the criteria that are spelled out in our statutes that 
say it must meet all of these to be a State Scenic Waterway. It must be free 
flowing, the scene from the river must be pleasing, it has to have outstanding 
natural and recreational values and the river must be large enough to sustain 
recreation use without undoing impairment of the natural values of the river 
and the quality of the recreation experience that make it a special river. So, so 
far this is pretty much the easiest criteria in consultation with the Water 
Resources department determined that the Molalla is, at least in this section, a 
free flowing river with no major damns or major divergence. So that was a 
relatively easy task. Slightly more difficult although it wasn’t that awful to go out 
and check out the scenic quality of the Molalla River. Whether or not the view 
from the river is pleasing, is this view pleasing to you. You guys know the 
Molalla River better than I do. Do you find the view from the river pleasing 
along the study site? 

(Public): Oh, that’s horrible (joking).

(Laurel): It’s horrible. Does anybody have any key features that make the 
Molalla River a special scenic quality to you? 

(Public): The center of the world is one. 

(Laurel): The basalt rosette.  Anything else that makes the Molalla special from 
a scenic standpoint? 

(Public): There is some additional basalt formations a little higher up that are 
pretty spectacular. 



(Laurel): The geology. The geology’s a key feature. 

(Public): And also the Bureau of Land Management has designated what they 
call Molalla Meadows as an outstanding natural area and it’s on top of the 
cliffs. There’s the sheer rock cliffs like you’re looking at here and up on top 
there are meadows with actually a fairly unusual…because they have oak 
trees growing on them instead of fir which dominates the area and that’s very 
visible from Turner Ridge. 

(Laurel): And that’s the kind of information we’re looking for. And we’ll have 
that information, I think it’s in the Molalla, in the BLM’s Management Plan, a 
description of that they’ve done a lot of research on the river but anything, 
those type of things, the natural and scenic qualities, those are all things that 
we must consider as part of whether or not it is eligible. Another criteria is 
whether or not the river has outstanding natural and recreational values, so 
can folks think of any outstanding, you mentioned some, outstanding natural 
features that would make the river unique…if you guys can think of anything 
after this meeting…key natural and recreational values, types of recreation 
use, amounts of recreation use, that’s all the kind of information that we’re 
looking for. And we got a lot of great information from Adam Milner from the 
BLM, they did a recreational survey so that has a lot of good data for us, but 
anything else you can think of.  Why do you like to recreate on the Molalla 
River?  Think about that and if maybe you wanted to include that in your 
comments to help us characterize the recreation use would be helpful. As I 
said, we need your input on the outstanding natural features, recreation use 
and then we want to hear your issues, concerns and opportunities. Rocky will 
now discuss what State Scenic Waterway Designation might mean so that 
might address some of your concerns or issues that you might have or 
questions. So that’s just a brief outline of eligibility criteria. Here goes Rocky.

(Rocky): Thank you Laurel. So by now, I’m sure your wondering will 
simplication of the Molalla River to you if it is (inaudible)…so the first thing that 
is important to know is that we’re just doing a study and we’re going to have a 
report that’s going to go to the Governor’s office.  It will go in January, I believe.  
The Governor may decide to make a decision or he can move it on to the 
Legislative Body in session which would be, you know, whenever that ends, 



July, September, 2015. And an outcome could be that one of the three rivers 
that you’re looking at, two, three, maybe none are actually recommended to be 
designated. So if it is designated it will move forward, there’s always been a 
few consequences, obligations, opportunities, just depends on how you look at 
it. First, the benefits would be, it almost becomes a badge of honor, this is a 
way to really take this stretch of the Molalla and put it up on the bookcase and 
to showcase that this is the best of the best in Oregon, this is essential Oregon 
landscape. This is why we came and our forefathers came to Oregon, because 
of this sort of quality. It provides a layer of protection, a layer of sort of cartilage 
around those scenic qualities that are there today for future generations. With 
that comes some obligations that requires us, all of us to come together and 
develop a management plan to set what those requirements are, what those 
boundaries are in regards to existing uses and future protection, so that’s a 
collaborative process that we work to develop. As well, the designation has a
quarter mile buffer on either side of the middle of the river. Within that is sort of 
the reach of the program for Molalla so within that there is a limitation of some 
uses, so it (inaudible)…so there would be some potential impacts through the 
language process for those uses. So if it is a new waterways added, we would 
come back out, State Parks and engage with you and your neighbors in 
regards to developing that management plan. So we would be looking at these 
issues that have come out of this process and opportunities of what the 
characters are of the waterway and concerns raised by your community and 
work on those paramount. We would look at those existing uses and look to 
accommodate those uses, this is sometimes called a grandfather so those 
uses are there now is what is continued, about keeping that character today. It 
would encourage sort of through a collaborative process with our staff when 
things go up to the Linus process to work with those adjacent land owners. For 
that, as the maps show on the back, predominately most of the waterway that 
is in question is BLM, is the adjacent land owner.  So, that brings on another 
set of opportunities, but before I get into that it would be nice to show our 
partner here, we will have Dwight come up and talk about  water resources and 
what their process is in this. 

(Dwight French): Thanks Rocky. So my name is Dwight French and I work at 
the Water Resources Department in Salem. I’m in charge of our water right 



programs, like water right applications, or if you have a water right already and 
you want to move it to a different location, that kind of stuff. And our 
department has some responsibility and role with the Scenic Waterways 
Designation as well and I wanted to share just a little bit about what our agency 
does. So that has to do with protection of flows within a designated Scenic 
Waterway. So if a new waterway is included into the program in the one, two or 
three of the different pilot reaches that we’re talking about. Our department will 
determine what flows should be protected when reviewing new water right 
applications. So what we have to do along with our Commission is adopt a 
certain flow number that is going to be protected for each month of the year, for 
these one, two or three different reaches. To figure out what those flow 
numbers will be, we’ll do an investigation of any related publications that talk 
about what the scenic flows are, like right now on the Molalla it’s not as scenic 
as it is at other times of the year cause the water is pretty low. We’ll also 
coordinate our efforts with the Parks department staff and talk to them, we may 
do this with Parks as part of the management plan or separate, we’re kind of 
figuring that out, what is the best way to go about that, but there will be public 
meetings in the effective basins, there will be a public comment period, there 
will be recommendations to our Water Resources Commission and then the 
Commission will approve, maybe they will change or maybe they will not 
approve, send us back to do more work, ask staff to develop the flows. Another 
thing, I’ve got to fix this slide because I forgot one point was the investigation of 
related publications, you know, any literature that is out there, but also in the 
experienced user, I’m thinking of rafting guides, who know that the Molalla.. for 
example, I don’t know what it is but they might say yeah, from about mid -
January to May 1st it’s really good rafting because the river is between these 
flow levels and we can, you know, look at that kind of information. So, we’ll 
contact people that know more about it than we do and take that under 
consideration. So existing water rights are not effective, like Rocky said, there’s 
some grandfather clause ideas with part of the Scenic Waterway Act and this 
water rights part is a part of it. Once the new waterway is included, any water 
rights that already exist would not be effected.  But new water rights 
applications might be effected depending on what the flow levels are and what 
kind of impact those flow levels might have with the water that is currently 
available, or in some cases, not available for future users. Any questions about 



that or you can ask me at the end too because I’ll be here until we close down 
too. Alright? Ok, thanks Rocky.

(Rocky): So through our process so far, we’ve gone out and spoken to a lot of 
you I’m sure, some of our staff has. We’ve compiled a list of opportunities and 
also concerns. So far, sort of the list of potential concerns that 
could/would/may category, a big if, if the Molalla, this reach of the Molalla is 
designated as a Scenic Waterway it could prohibit some existing development 
and activities. So there would be a different restriction perceived. There’s also 
required additional permits that would add some costs and add time to an 
existing review process. Other concerns that have been brought up is 
permanent removal of trees along the waterway as well as the restriction of 
some of the recreational activities that are ongoing their currently. I’m not used 
to being so formal so I apologize. With that it’s always good to think about 
when/if it is designated there is a review process that goes through our staff to 
look at those things that are being reviewed versus those things that aren’t 
being reviewed. So these are things that are not being reviewed through that 
process if it is a designated Scenic Waterway. So recreational activities are not 
being reviewed through this process…(inaudible)…if you have existing 
development maintenance activities that are there and identified through the 
management planning…(inaudible)..grazing and farm uses, grazing and farm 
uses could include construction of fencing or for grazing, it would not be 
reviewed through this process. The removal of hazard trees or fire trees are 
not being reviewed. Any land uses or activities that are on Federal lands 
technically they’re above State law but often, not often, sometimes BLM, the 
Forest Service will come to State Parks to look for consistency, they want to be 
a good neighbor (inaudible)…and activities and uses on Federal lands 
managed by Federal agencies. So, those things that would be reviewed 
through the process if it was designated a Scenic Waterway would be new 
development proposals, so if you’re going to build something you have to go 
down to the county and ask what kind of permits and land use requirements. 
So with any new development the county is going to require a review of that 
and through that review process they would be letting us know. I believe the 
process is 120 days at the county …(inaudible). Usually we get notice right 
away within three to four weeks, still within that 120 days, our staff is reviewing 



it and giving our comments back to the county. Outside of any engagement 
with that land owner, person who has submitted the proposal, and so with that, 
if there was a question that was raised, our staff would engage you and try to 
develop a plan with you that would match the management plan that we have 
and work sort of one on one to develop consensus as to what that plan would 
look like. A lot of times what that really means is that we’re going to do some 
work and it’s going to require the removal of some vegetation, so we’re looking 
to see long term, is there a vegetation plan, what’s that timeline look 
…(inaudible) you know a lot of times that can be up to five to ten years to allow 
some of that regrowth to occur. And what we do for State law review timber 
harvest proposals so ODF gets notice and then we get notice from the 
Department of Forestry in regards to those planned timber harvests. 
Essentially what we’re doing is.. that you’ve followed a lot is the Oregon Forest 
Practice Act which means that you already can’t remove trees within 100 feet 
with…(inaudible). Sometimes we may have additional questions in regards to 
the view shed (inaudible)…in looking at it and making sure it has the best 
scenic quality from the river. The way this river is set up that’s not a big issue, 
there’s a lot of cool canyons and other things. And there again there would be 
the, much like with new developments the re-vegetation management plan 
which once again would include the Oregon Forest Practice Act, the two for 
one or is it three for one…(inaudible)…

(Public): Can I ask you a question. 

(Rocky): Yes. 

(Public): Would you be, you know, so much of the adjoining land to your 
proposal all of it under the Federal law scenic is totally within BLM ownership 
and regulation control. You wouldn’t have any, you’re not a part of the loop on 
timber harvest if it’s BLM land. 

(Rocky): That’s a good question, I’m going to defer over here, I think the 
answer is…

(Andrea)  So my name is Andrea and currently I’m doing Scenic Waterways 
reviews for when folks have a new project on the Sandy, the Clackamas, 
Mckenzie and a couple others in the state and there are few places that go 



through BLM land, I believe the McKenzie, where they do notify us, they have 
a timber harvest, and they have always done that. 

(Rocky): And I think that gets back to consistency. 

(Andrea): Yeah, so we’ve done some site visits with them for certain harvest 
proposals and helped tweak things to minimize scenic impact. 

(Rocky): Right, we don’t have any rules on Federal land. 

(Public). Yeah. Right. 

(Rocky): Other question 

(Public): Yes Sir. You spoke about the process going forward, is your report 
reviewed, approved by the Parks & Recreation Commission? And from there, 
do they then develop recommendations to the Governor? 

(Rocky):  So that is a good question, and the short answer is yes, it’s going to 
be presented to State Parks Commission as well as the Water Resources 
board? Commission? Commission…I’ll get it right. But both of those will be 
reviewed in parallel and before it’s presented to the Governor.  So…is that the 
Rosette? They call it the eyeball or something like that. 

(Public): Actually a lot of people have different names for it. I’ve always called it 
the Sunburst. The Sunburst, yeah, that’s not very scenic. No. Especially when 
you’re standing up looking down at the clear water below. It’s not scenic. 

(Rocky): So this concludes our presentation in regards to…(inaudible) so we 
really now are turning it over to you. We’re here to answer any questions, hear 
any comments. Of course, just like in class, there is rules to the room, so the 
rules to the room really is just have one person speak at a time, if you have 
several points you would like to get across, it’s not like we have hundreds of 
people here so it would probably be fine but let everyone have a chance to 
speak and everyone in the room may not have the same opinion as you so be 
respectful as everyone is presenting their information, and so, again tonight 
what we’re hoping to do is have a big question and answer opportunity to 
gather as much information as we can, and then we have an opportunity for a 
hearing, an opportunity for oral testimony. You’re not required to do it, it is an 



option, but we want to hear from you, a lot of different ways. Through the 
meeting, through oral testimony. We also have the website, comment cards, 
my email address, all that, so we have these opportunities, and with that I will 
turn it over to you. 

(Public): I do have a question, I’m with the Molalla River Watch and we do a lot 
of restoration work…on the main (inaudible) of the Molalla, there are, side 
channels, well, in that area you are talking about, the upper watershed, there’s 
really not that many opportunities for restoration but the Tributaries, Table 
Rock and Copper Creek, my understanding is that those are going to be 
included too, and sometimes there might be a permitting process, especially if 
you’re thinking about doing large wood in a stream and that sort of thing. So I 
was wondering how that would affect the permitting process in that regard. 

(Rocky): Andrea? 

(Andrea): Yeah, that’s a great question and there has been a couple projects 
on the Clackamas and a couple projects on the Sandy in my time with State 
Parks that have come up that were restoration projects that were involving 
large wood, and so looking at the specific Oregon and Administrative Rules for 
those waterways, we determined generally for large wood jams, the only 
requirements to project the scenic quality of the river would be to have the cut 
ends of the large wood pieces be roughened and be made to look like they had 
naturally sort of gotten that way rather than have them be 

(Public): A nice beaver chew. 

(Andrea): Yeah, so there not so obvious that first year their in for river users. 
And there’s also restrictions on cabling we’ve done…but there were some 
cases were cabling was the only option because there was a bedrock clear 
underneath, they couldn’t dig the logs in so we had to make some exceptions 
there but generally we’re trying to limit the amount of artificial, shiny..

(Public); And generally funders don’t like to fund projects with cabling. 

(Andrea): Yeah, so far this has been the only example of I can think of in my 
time regarding restoration projects. But yeah, lots of side channel work has 



been going on in those rivers, we are pleased with those because they do 
promote the natural qualities of the river. Great. Thank you. 

(Rocky): Yes Ma’am. 

(Public): I can speak to the recreation as far as the water, as soon as the rains 
come which is usually anytime now I guess, maybe the middle of October, the 
river comes out enough to be a boating river and it stays that way until the rain 
stops, generally in the Spring. 

(Rocky): When you say boating is that rafting, canoeing? 

(Public): (inaudible)..class IV river.  

(Rocky): (inaudible)…any other questions? 

(Public): I have one Rocky. So right now the management is BLM and the 
agency would be Parks? 

(Rocky): Good Question. So I’m going to tease that out a little bit. So the land 
manager is BLM, it would remain BLM, the management that this designation 
would have would be on new development or those sort of logging operations 
that were within the corridor, then those would be presented to us to review. So 
BLM would still have a role, all the land which is green back there which is 
BLM, they would still have that as Federal land we really don’t have any say 
over it but they often consult with us. And then, did I miss anything in regards 
to that? I’ll look around..the people who know more than I. 

(Public): Just on that same line though, BLM has adopted a RAM, or 
Recreation Management Plan about a year and a half ago, I assume that 
would still be operative. 

(Rocky): Yeah. I think that would be part of, sort of that management plan that 
would be developing if this reach was designated. 

(Public): Bill Taylor ,  Molalla (inaudible): I’d like to comment on that too, that 
BLM a number of years ago determined that this section was suitable and 
eligible for Wild and Scenic Designation and they have been managing the 



river as if it were Wild and Scenic for a number of years so they’re already 
pretty much managing that section for Wild and Scenic values. 

(Public): So along that same line, when we went into the management plan, 
there was like a phase 1, phase 2, phase 3, which I guess we’re still in phase 1 
now. So since that management plan is already in effect, even though it’s not 
in existence, would it continue to be allowed, or would it have to be reviewed 
again. 

(Rocky): I think if this was designated, it would not interfere with those existing 
plans. So that’s already an adoptive plan (inaudible) Federal land. I think it 
would be complimentary, I’m assuming, I don’t know that plan of course. The 
Wild and Scenic Designation and Scenic Waterways in Oregon have a lot of 
similarities in the outcomes we are looking for. 

(Laurel): They were designed to be a complimentary program. 

(Public): Ok, because I think like one of the next phases was going to be an RV 
camping area and that hasn’t begun yet at all so...but it is in the management 
plan for the next couple of years. 

(Rocky): I know they’ve done a lot of new campground repair. 

(Public): Yes. That was in the phase 1 where the old campgrounds were. 
(Rocky): It seems like they are formalizing recreational activities and camping 
and stuff, not letting as much, sort of, free for all. 

(Rocky): Ok, we have one more question. 

(Public): I have a lot of questions I guess. Ok. I’ll be honest with you, I’m kind 
of questioning all of this. To what degree do you anticipate this plan will affect 
how BLM is managing their property? Or is there an option coming down the 
track that BLM would be giving up what control they have, or BLM land would 
then be turned into campgrounds and all that kind of thing. The reason I’m 
asking for this is that I have a 300 acre farm that backs right up to the BLM, my 
farm is right on the map that you guys sent me, thank you very much. So, I 
have serious questions about... and I guess it’s one of my questions. 



(Rocky): So the first one, my understanding is that we would be looking at that 
plan that BLM has put together and that would be used to help develop the 
management plan for the Scenic Waterway, if it was designated. So the 
program’s not set up to take away their plan. The only asterick I would…again, 
it’s Federal land so we wouldn’t be able to tell BLM no, we would be wanting to 
work with them on making sure that character which it sounds like their plans 
are..(inaudible)..and not going to look to other people…I think the only situation 
would be if it was private land and the developer had an idea of developing 
something there but it wasn’t developed today and hadn’t gone through land 
use yet, so it wasn’t already on the books as being planned, there would be an 
opportunity for us to review those plans in the future or when they did do 
development in the future, that would be the situation where we would be 
wanting to work (inaudible) with that developer to make sure the scenic 
qualities of the river are maintained..(inaudible). From our understanding so 
far, our designation, the State’s designation, would be consistent with the 
direction that they are going in the management plan. 

(Laurel): I think an important point, I don’t know if it was made clear, it’s the 
scenic quality as viewed from the river, so like in the river. So if it’s something 
you can’t see from the river, the review process is…doesn’t happen. With a 
river like this with some steep canyon walls, that really eliminates about a 
quarter mile from the bank, what’s actually visible. 

(Public): I guess one of my thoughts is, as this goes forward, I would hope that 
there would be a kind of stepped up oversight of how people are using the land 
because I have a clear view of what’s happening on the BLM chunk, and 
people are not following the rules, they’re up there with the horses, beating the 
trail to death, we tried to walk out this Spring on one of the trails.. 
(inaudible)…and the trail was so bad we couldn’t even walk on it and it was 
such that we couldn’t go outside the trail either..(inaudible)…so I have 
concerns about how much there, the powers that be or whoever they are able 
to control the use that’s there now. And now I have another example of loss of 
control, because we have a huge fire that is coming this way too, that’s what 
the smog is from. 



(Andrea): That’s a really good question and I would say that the projects that I 
review have to constitute a “project”, they have to become a proposal for 
something specific the landowner is proposing in order to come to State Parks 
for review of the Administrative Rules for that waterway and for working with 
the landowner on minimizing impacts to the scenic qualities. As far as lapses in 
enforcing existing rules or, things like what you’re describing, I haven’t seen 
anything like that come to us but I would imagine that if there were major 
impacts happening and the public was concerned about it, I can’t see why we 
couldn’t have a conversation with the Scenic Waterways sort of overlay 
(inaudible)..with those issues. 

(Rocky): It provides a discussion point, the Scenic Waterways program isn’t a 
strong regulatory program, it was never designed that way to have these big 
teeth that say this is a line in the sand, period, it’s designed to look at the intent 
and the scenic qualities and try to work collaboratively with those private 
property owners that maintain that and usually it’s in all the parties best
interest, and we’re for that way, so that’s the approach we have, it doesn’t have 
the same regulatory elements that another program could have regarding 
some water rights, or something. I may be minimizing it but our goal is really to 
try to work with the landowners and not shake our finger. Well I’m sensing a 
silence, sometimes people like to talk one on one, other times on paper, or via 
email, or again we do have an opportunity if anyone wants to make a formal 
comment, we can transition, whatever your questions are answered tonight. 

(Public): I’ve got some testimony to offer at that right time, and, you know, don’t 
take the lack of comment tonight as…you know, we’ve been working on a 
parallel path with Federal Wild and Scenic Designations since 2009. We had in 
that session we had two bills both in the senate and the house that were stand 
alone bills for the Molalla River and we came within a hair’s breath of 
having…it passed nearly a unanimous floor vote in the house and it passed all 
of the committees, all the leadership votes and I think we missed by about a 
day of getting the floor vote from the senate. The next session we had another 
two bills. This session we’ve got three bills, two in the senate and one in the 
house. Throughout that entire process and all of the testimony that’s been 
given and received both locally and at the Federal level and the hearing that 
we participated in and all of the comments that have been received there has 



never been to our knowledge a negative comment made about the Molalla 
River being included in the Federal  Wild and Scenic program. As John’s going 
to mention there are some broader geographic parameters to the both lesser 
and greater in the proposed Federal designations. But, so we’ve talked this 
through an awful lot and I think we understand the issues, understand the 
National and scenic benefits of this amazing river and you’ve got…we’re trying 
to support.. John and I are involved in the Molalla River Alliance and we 
represent a broad cross section of interests from timber owners to 
environmental groups to recreational users to everybody in between. We’ve 
got nothing but broad based support and this is the fifth or sixth year that we’ve 
been involved in this process. So, it’s nothing new to us, we certainly support 
what you are proposing. We’ve got some ideas about some minor (inaudible).  

(Public): Would you like to take a statement from me as well? 

(Rocky): Yeah.  Let me…sorry, I’m wrapping my procedure rules in my head, 
will just take me a second. When I do formal testimony, I talk out loud a lot. 

(Public): Do you have to swear me in? 

(Rocky): Do I need to make a formal statement? See I usually run hearings, or 
public meetings, this is my first combo so I’m thinking out loud here. I think for 
the record we’ll have you state your name and say this is your testimony, and I 
think that should suffice. So we’re moving into the testimony portion of the 
meeting tonight for the hearing for the Molalla River Scenic Waterway 
designation and certainly state your name and provide any testimony that you 
have. 

(Public): Thank you Rocky. John Atkins, President of the Molalla River 
Alliance. And as the principal non-profit organization seeking to advance 
habitat protection, salmon recovery and family recreational opportunities on the 
Molalla River. The Molalla River Alliance wholeheartedly supports designating 
the upper portion of the Molalla as one of Oregon’s Scenic Waterways. As you 
know, 21 miles of the upper Molalla have been proposed and bills currently 
pending in Congress for inclusion in America’s Wild and Scenic River program. 
The criteria for being nominated for Wild and Scenic status are essentially the 
same as the Water Scenic Waterway Program. Those criteria include 



possessing outstandingly remarkable, geologic, hydrologic, scenic, biological 
and recreational values. The free flowing Molalla is a prime example of the 
Wild Cascadian stream. It provides extensive, native fish habitat including 
critical cold water refuges and spawning beds. It is home to the largest run of 
wild, winter steelhead on the upper Willamette system. The upper Molalla is 
also a magnet for recreational enthusiasts. Over 65,000 visitors a year flock to 
the Molalla for rafting and kayaking, hiking and picnicking, swimming and 
tubing, mountain biking, horseback riding, camping, and hunting and fishing. 
We believe these diverse attractions, together with the outstanding natural 
features of the upper Molalla, more than satisfy the criteria identified by the 
Oregon Parks & Recreation Department for a Scenic Waterway designation. 
The MRA would like to suggest two modifications to the Molalla Scenic 
Waterway study boundaries. We outline these modifications in a letter sent 
today to the Parks and Recreation Department. The first modification would be 
to remove private property holdings along the lower portion of the study area. 
From the Glen Avon Bridge to the lower portion of the study area, from the 
Glen Avon Bridge upstream to the BLM property boundary, a distance of about 
a mile. The second change would be to add portions of the Table Rock and 
Copper Creek Forks to the proposed Scenic Waterway boundaries. These 
changes, if approved, would make the Molalla Scenic Waterway and the 
Federal Wild and Scenic River boundaries identical. The MRA believes that 
having the same boundaries for State Scenic Waterway and Federal and Wild 
Scenic designations on the upper Molalla reinforce each other as policy actions 
and eliminate inconsistencies that could become problematic in the future and 
we very much appreciate the opportunity to come here tonight. Thank you. 

(Rocky): Thank you. Anyone else that would like to provide oral testimony? 
Yes Sir. 

(Public): Yes, I’m Bill Taylor with Molalla River Watch Watershed Council and 
our organization pretty much supports the same possession as the Molalla 
River Alliance. We would definitely like to the Upper Copper Creek and Table 
Rock Forks included in this study and in this designation. We think that those 
forks do contain valuable recreation value. I’d like to read just one sentence 
from BLM’s study. The 5700 Table Rock wilderness designated by Congress in 
1984 is embraced by the Molalla, and Table Rock Fork, and designation of 



these river segments would reinforce the protections in place for the wilderness 
area. So, I think you know with those two forks close to the wilderness area 
boundary would be desirable to have them included in the State Scenic 
Waterway designation. So, thank you. 

(Rocky): Thank you. Alright, with that we will close the oral testimony portion of 
this and talk freely. 

(Bill Taylor): Any timeline you’re looking at in getting through this process?  
You’re going to try to complete your report to the Commission by January? 

(Rocky): We will have reports to the Governor in January and then he will 
review it and determine whether or not to move it to one, two, three or none, 
make a decision there or move it on to Legislative review, that’s his discretion 
there. If they made it to the Governor’s office and he moved them forward, one 
way or another if it went to Legislative Body I assume it would be the end of 
session or middle of session before a decision was made through that process. 
But we will be done with our study before Christmas. 

(Laurel): So to be clear, there are three ways that a State Scenic Waterway 
can be designated. By the Governor directly, by the legislature or by a ballot 
initiative, so if the Governor chooses to designate it, it’s designated unless the 
Legislature chooses to have a joint resolution against it. 

(Public): Oh. So they can veto it. 

(Laurel): So he could choose to put it forward to the Legislature to have an 
opinion either way, but it’s not required.  So he can designate it, but they have 
to have a joint resolution against it, unless there’s a bill introduced. 

(Rocky): So by February I assume by when our birthday is for State we would 
know where the Governor was at and in what process and timeline and go 
from there…whether it was over and then there would be the ballot initiative 
idea or be designated…(inaudible). 

(Public): How long do you plan to keep the comment period open?  

(Rocky): October 15th is when the survey ends, and I re-question, there’s my 
stall tactic, I believe it’s a similar timeline because we still have to write the 



report and present it to our Commission in November. So, I’m going to make 
an executive decision, October 15th. 

(Laurel): We will still accept comments at the Commission level.  

(Public): The Commission would hold some kind of a public hearing on this, 
would they not? 

(Rocky):  They would always allow public comment in the beginning of that 
meeting, sometimes they choose to hold the public comments during the actual 
agenda item but they would review it…so yes. 

(Public): Thank you. 

(Staff): That will be in the second week of November in Astoria.  

(Rocky): So to repeat, that will be in the second week, that will be a Tuesday? 
Wednesday. They changed the date on me. 

(Staff): Wednesday. 

(Rocky): Wednesday in the second week of November in Astoria, 
Oregon...and…let’s see if I can get a date. 

(Laurel): There’s also a Commission meeting on Wednesday of this week at 
Silver Falls and there will be an agenda item about this but it’s just an update 
to the Commission, an information item, they’re not taking action. 

(Rocky): So November 12th in Astoria is the State Parks Commission meeting 
where this will be reviewed. 

(Public): Where’s that going to be in Astoria? 

(Rocky): On our website, there is a tiny url…is it at the Maritime Museum? The 
Canner y is another location…

(Dwight): The Water Resources Commission will be planning to take a 
recommendation to the Water Resources Commission  the Thursday and 
Friday, it’s either the Thursday or Friday…it’s a two day meeting in Hillsboro, 
the week before Thanksgiving, I think that’s the 21st, 22nd of November, so 
about a week or 10 days after the Parks Commission meeting. 



(Rocky): Well you guys have been an awesome crowd tonight. We’re here for 
another 45 minutes and then these darn people kick us out, we’re here to 
answer as many questions until then and then we have to pack up, 
unfortunately. So thanks for coming. My name, number, phone number, email 
is the best way to get a hold of me so if you don’t get me on the rings, just 
email me, I’m on the road a lot, especially the next six weeks. Feel free 
(inaudible)…get back to you. 

(Laurel): Send an email to the scenicwaterways@oregon.gov which is maybe 
easier, I don’t know what is easier than Rocky Houston, 
scenicwaterways@oregon.gov one of us will get back to you if it’s a question, 
otherwise it’s a comment and we’ll try to get back to you, there are several 
folks that have access to that email address. So if there’s input on the study, 
you know the criteria that I mentioned in our presentation, any information 
would be helpful that you think…

(Rocky): Yeah, and if you think Laurel did a great job tonight, make a 
comment. 

(Public): So what made you pick the designation that you did? Geographically? 

(Rocky):  Well we use some advance scientific rubic technology so we’ve 
created a matrix so there was…Terry you should…I don’t want to put you on 
the spot…so we looked at prior information in regards to different studies, I 
keep looking at other people cause they’re going to tell me when I get it wrong, 
then we used GIS to look at some different elements to look at the scenic 
qualities and then the recreational use level, then we combined that 
information to determine which had potential scenic qualities and had a high 
recreational value. Then we informed an advisory committee that was 
stakeholders statewide and did a refinement from that down to a list of about 
24-26 top tier potentials. From there, they looked at flow, free flowing of some 
of those reaches potentially had some impediments there, we looked at other 
issues and that subcommittee, that advisory committee narrowed it down to six
initially, eight reaches, from there it was further refined down to these three 
based on geographical, to make sure that we have some rivers that we are 
looking at all over the State to pilot this new process out as well as other 



elements that I can’t recall. So that’s kind of how we use science, local 
knowledge and other information to make it happen. We want to have a good 
opportunity to look at different issues, different types of rivers to see if the 
process is meeting the needs of you, the citizens. 

(Laurel): Something that we didn’t mention, there are three types of 
designation options. There’s twenty existing State Scenic Waterways, 19 rivers 
and (inaudible) lake. And all of them except for one, the Sandy river were 
designated by one of the other two processes, by ballot initiative or by 
Legislative bill. So we haven’t done this very many times. 

(Public): When was the last time we had a waterway declared scenic? 

(Laurel): 1988 

(Rocky): Yeah, I was going to say 1988. Yeah, I was only in my 20th year with 
the State then, it was a long time ago. It was a good year in high school for me. 
I won’t tell you which year. 

(Public): There are other rivers that haven’t been developed here in the State. 
How are those developments funded? 

(Rocky): In regards to the studies in the management plan? 

(Public):  No, the management, the ongoing management of it, beyond the 
feasibility studies. 

(Laurel): Existing Scenic Waterways, how are they managed and how is it 
funded?  

(Rocky): Through State Parks, through our funding, and we have people, 
Natural Resource Specialists who, that’s part of their duties, is to review those 
applications, that’s through lottery funding and user fees.  And I believe that’s 
how they’re funded. We used to have a much larger rivers program in the 80s 
and that’s dwindled down. So we have three, four, staff that a piece of their job 
responsibilities is reviewing this. 

(Laurel): That’s sort of why you’re getting the Ocean Shore planning policy 
person, Statewide Trails person.. but Andrea doesn’t necessarily go 



around…Jim is our supervisor hiding in the back, he manages the Stewardship 
program. 

(Rocky): So I may not be the river guide per se, but I have managed the water 
trails program, my job is to work with communities all over the State, Regional 
Recreation Planning. 

(Jim): This program also depends on cooperation from local land use 
authorities, we meet with land use planners around the state to make sure 
they’re aware of this designation…(inaudible).. so it’s not only our staff but 
local land use agencies…(inaudible). 

(Rocky): And that’s a good point. 

(Laurel): And there’s a publication on our website called the State Scenic 
Waterways Landowner’s Guide..it has some good examples in it..some 
scenarios…(inaudible)…and that’s available via that link or you can email us 
and ask for it. 

(Rocky): Thank you. 

(Public) Thank you. 











































Comments from DOGAMI
Vicki McConnell [vicki.mcconnell@state.or.us]
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 11:35 AM
To: MORGAN Jim * OPRD [jim.morgan@state.or.us]; Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Cc: POLLOCK Andree; NIEWENDORP Clark; LYNCH Gary; GRIFFITH Sara * OPRD; BALZER Vaughn
Attachments:DOGAMI Comments_Scenic Wat~1.pdf (129 KB)

Please see a ached le er with DOGAMI comments. We appreciate the opportunity to provide informa on
that may be relevant to your decisions about these river reaches.
Regards,
Vicki S. McConnell, Ph.D., R.G.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Oregon State Geologist
OR Dept. of Geology & Mineral Industries
800 NE Oregon St.
Suite 965
Portland, OR 97232
971.673.1550 (office)
503.709.8529 (mobile)
www.oregongeology.org
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Date: October 14, 2014

To: Jim Morgan, Stewardship Manager

From: Vicki S. McConnell, DOGAMI Director

RE: Comments regarding the proposed State Scenic Waterways

As the geoscience and mine operation and reclamation regulatory agency for the state
we have information and data about potential mineral resources, mining claims both
federal and state, and locations of present and past mining activity. We submit the
following information about the three river reaches being considered by OPRD for
Scenic Waterway designation. Please do not hesitate to contact me for clarification or
to discuss whether we have more detailed information that will assist in your
considerations. This information was compiled by Clark Niewendorp, DOGAMI
Industrial Geologist, and Vaughn Balzer, Floodplain Mining and Water Quality
Reclamationist.

Site 1. Molalla River
There are no permitted DOGAMI mining sites on the Molalla river reach being
considered.
In the study area of the proposed Upper Molalla River scenic waterway, multiple
claims have been recorded (the Bureau of Land Management LR2000 land use
database) in two sections. Both sections are located near the Horse Creek
Bridge; claim types are placer and closed.

The Upper Molalla River in Clackamas County (~13 miles): 

Commodity Type Resource
Potential* Level

Sand and  gravel 
(borrow/fill/topsoil)

No  

Crushed stone** Medium B 
Limestone No  
Clay Low B 
Silica sand No  
Bentonite No  
Metals‡ (precious, base 
metals) Medium

C

Coal No  



Uranium and thorium No  
Geothermal No  
Oil & Gas Unknown  
Others: (gemstone 
materials, perlite, zeolite, 
manganese, titanium, 
zirconium) 

No  

*  The mineral resource potential of the proposed scenic waterway of the Upper Mollala  
River is classified using the system set forth in BLM Manual 3031 (see Section 4). The  
definitions for the levels of mineral resource potential and certainty of assessment are  
after Goudarzi (1984). 
**  There are 12 rock sources (quarries, borrow pits) within the study area. 
Each of the aggregate sites is a small surface burrow pit, low volume dig, operated  
either by the Bureau of Land Management or privately and locally used as a resource. 
‡  A recreational placer gold mining corridor starts about 1.4 mi below the below the bridge located at Glen 
Avon and ends south at the Horse Creek Bridge, which is within the study area of the proposed scenic 
waterway. (In the early 1900s, gold mining was active near the head of Ogle Creek 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/clackamascohistorical/sets/72157632127499016/) in the  
Headwaters of the Upper Molalla River. This area was and still is a likely source of the placer gold found in 
the recreational placer gold mining corridor.)  

Site 2. Chetco River
There is one DOGAMI Limited Exemption (08 0006) adjacent to the Chetco River
reach being considered but it appears to be downstream and outside of the area
potentially impacted by proposed wild and scenic designation.
In the study area of the proposed Chetco River Scenic Waterway, multiple claims
have been recorded (the Bureau of Land Management LR2000 land use
database) in five sections, which cover the upper half of the area of study
(segments 1 and 2). All claim types are placer; all are closed.

A portion of the Chetco River in Curry County (~14 miles): 

Commodity Type Resource
Potential* Level

Sand and  gravel 
(borrow/fill/topsoil)

High C 

Crushed stone** Medium B 
Limestone No  
Clay No  
Silica sand No  
Bentonite No  
Metals‡ (precious, base 
metals) Medium

C

Coal No  
Uranium and thorium No  
Geothermal No  
Oil & Gas Unknown  
Others: (gemstone 
materials, perlite, zeolite, 

No  



manganese, titanium, 
zirconium) 

*  The mineral resource potential of the proposed scenic waterway of a portion of the  
Chetco River in Curry County is classified using the system set forth in BLM Manual 3031(see Section 4). 
The definitions for the levels of mineral resource potential and certainty of assessment are after Goudarzi 
(1984). 
**  There are no crushed rock sources in terms of existing quarries or borrow pits within  
the study area. However, volcanic rocks do occur within in the study area and could be a  
potential resource. 
‡  The entire reach of the river in the study area is known for its recreational placer gold  
mining.  

Site 3. Grande Ronde River
There is one DOGAMI operating permit (31 0061) within the middle of the
Grande Ronde River reach being considered. This site would likely be visible
from the river and within the area being considered for the wild and scenic
designation. The 1991 application for 31 0061 references 1,300 acres but we do
not have a surveyed boundary for this site. Further DOGAMI does not have any
land use documentation for this site but there may be potential for expansion of
the mine boundary. DOGAMI is aware of ODOT material resources within this
reach that are below DOGAMI permit thresholds and as such are not covered
under DOGAMI permits.

In the study area of the proposed the Grande Ronde River Scenic Waterway, a
claim has been recorded (the Bureau of Land Management LR2000 land use
database) in one section, which is in the upper half of the area of study. This
claim type is a placer and closed.

The Upper Grande Ronde River in Union County (~29 miles):

Commodity Type Resource
Potential Level

Sand and  gravel 
(borrow/fill/topsoil)

High C 

Crushed stone** High C 
Limestone No  
Clay No  
Silica sand No  
Bentonite No  
Metals‡ (precious, base 
metals) Low

B

Coal No  
Uranium and thorium No  
Geothermal No  
Oil & Gas Unknown  
Others: (gemstone 
materials, perlite, zeolite, 
manganese, titanium, 

No  



zirconium) 
*  The mineral resource potential of the proposed Scenic Waterway of the Upper Grande  
Ronde River is classified using the system set forth in BLM Manual 3031 (see Section 4).  
The definitions for the levels of mineral resource potential and certainty of assessment are after Goudarzi 
(1984). 
**  There are 5 existing rock sources, i.e., quarries and gravel pits, in the study area. 
‡  Gravels in several tributaries of the upper portion of the Upper Grande Ronde River are known to 
contain placer gold. 

Levels of Resource Potential: 

HIGH mineral resource potential is assigned to areas where geologic, geochemical, and 
geophysical characteristics indicate a geologic environment favorable for resource 
occurrence, where interpretations of the data indicate high degree of likelihood for 
resource accumulation, where data support mineral-deposit models indicating presence 
of resource, and where evidence indicates that mineral concentration has taken place. 
Assignment of high resource potential to an area requires some positive knowledge that 
mineral-forming processes have been active in at least part of the area. 
MEDIUM mineral resource potential is assigned to areas where geologic, geochemical, 
and geophysical characteristics indicate a geologic environment favorable for resource 
occurrence, where interpretations of the data indicate high degree of likelihood for 
resource accumulation, where and (or) where an application of mineral-deposit models 
indicates favorable ground for the specified type(s) of deposits.. 
LOW mineral resource potential is assigned to areas where geologic, geochemical, and 
geophysical characteristics define a geologic environment in which the existence of 
resources is permissive.  This broad category embraces areas with dispersed but 
insignificantly mineralized rock, as well as areas with obvious site limitations and little 
or no indication of having been mineralized. 
NO mineral resource potential is a category reserved for a specific type of resource in a 
well-defined area. 
UNKNOWN mineral resource potential is assigned to areas where information is 
inadequate to assign a low, moderate, or high level of resource potential. 

Levels of Certainty: 

A. Available information is not adequate for determination of the level of 
mineral resource potential. 
B.  Available information only suggests the level of mineral resource potential. 
C.  Available information gives a good indication of the level of mineral 
resource potential. 
D.  Available information clearly defines the level of mineral resource 
potential



References (not all cited in above text): 
Goudarzi, G.H., 1984, Guide to the preparation of mineral survey reports on public lands: 

U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 84-787. 
LR2000, 2013, Land and Mineral Legacy Rehost 2000 system website: Bureau of Land 

Management, www.blm.gov/lr2000/index.htm
Ma, Lina, Madin, I.P., Olson, K.V., Watzig, R.J., Wells, R.E., Niem, A.R., and Priest, 

G.R., (compilers), 2009, Oregon geologic data compilation [OGDC], release 5 
(statewide):  Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries Digital Data 
Series OGDC-5. 

Olmstead, D.L., 1989, Hydrocarbon exploration and occurrences in Oregon: Oregon 
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries Oil and Gas Investigation 15, 78 p. 

Niewendorp, C.A., and Geitgey, R.H., 2010, Mineral Information Layer for Oregon, 
Release 2: Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries MILO-Release 2. 

Niewendorp, C.A., Schueller, D.A., and Welch, T.J., 2008, Geothermal Information 
Layer for Oregon (GTILO-2): Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
Digital Data Series, http://www.oregongeology.org/sub/gtilo/index.htm.

Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, unpublished oil and gas drill hole 
files. 



Molalla State Scenic Waterway Letter of Support
Thomas O'Keefe [okeefe@americanwhitewater.org]
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 1:28 AM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Attachments:20140926_molalla_state_sce~1.pdf (153 KB)

Please find attached our letter for support for designating the Molalla River as a State Scenic Waterway.

Thomas O'Keefe, PhD
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director
American Whitewater
3537 NE 87th St.
Seattle, WA 98115

425-417-9012
okeefe@amwhitewater.org
http://www.americanwhitewater.org
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Thomas O’Keefe, PhD 
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director 
3537 NE 87th St. 
Seattle, WA 98115 
okeefe@americanwhitewater.org 

                 

 



 

 



Molalla Scenic Waterway Comments
Taylor [btaylor@molalla.net]
Sent: Sunday, September 28, 2014 3:44 PM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Attachments:MRW Scenic Waterway letter.pdf (131 KB)

Attached is a letter from Molalla River Watch Watershed Council
regarding the Scenic Waterway proposal for the Molalla River.  Thank you
for the opportunity to comment.
Best,
Bill Taylor, Presidnet
Molalla River Watch Watershed Council

---
This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is
active.
http://www.avast.com
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Sept. 26, 2014 

Jim Morgan, Stewardship Manager  
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
725 Summer Street NE, Ste C 
Salem, OR  97301-1271  

Subject: Molalla River Scenic Waterway Study 

 

Dear Mr. Morgan, 

Molalla River Watch Watershed Council is very pleased that the Molalla River is being considered for 
designation as an Oregon Scenic Waterway.  Our board fully supports adding the Molalla to the list of 
state scenic waterways. 
 
Molalla River Watch would like to see the study boundaries expanded to include the 6.2 miles of the 
Table Rock Fork and the 2.1 miles of the Copper Creek Fork above the confluence to match boundaries 
being considered for federal Wild & Scenic designation.   
 
Both of the upper river forks have high value to fishermen, picnikers and boaters.  Here are excerpts 
from the book Soggy Sneakers:  A Paddler’s Guide to Oregon Rivers. 
 

 Table Rock Fork of the Molalla River Second Bridge to Gravel Pit 
Class: 3 (4) T           

                      Flow:  500 – 1500 cfs 
                      Gradient:  110  fpm, C 
                      Length:  5 miles 
                Character:  Continuous, roadside      
                      Season:  Rainy 
 
 “The upper section of the Table Rock Fork of the Molalla River is a great intermediate run for up- 
 and-coming creekers.  Although most of the drops are small, the continuous nature of the rapids 
 keeps boaters on their toes.  The road is always close, which allows for easy scouting during the 
 shuttle and an escape route if the rapids are too demanding.” 
 

 Molalla River Copper Creek to Table Rock Confluence 
Class:  3 (4) T 
Flow:  500 cfs 
Gradient:  103 fpm, PD 



Length:  5.1 miles 
Character:  Canyon: forested 
Season:  Rainy 

  
“This run offers a variety of rapids winding through a deep canyon with pretty views of a moss- 
laden forest.  Being near the upper reaches of the Molalla, this run is runnable only after several  
days of heavy rain.  Immediately below the put-in, where Copper Creek enters the main Molalla,  
is a small gorge that begins with a sharp, narrow Class 3+ drop.  This drop can be skipped by  
starting just downstream.  The drops in this beautiful gorge can be scouted from the road or the 
river.  A long boulder garden is situated just before the Copper Creek Bridge, another put-in.” 

 
The flow level needed to float these river segments can occur during fall, winter or spring seasons after 
periods of heavy rainfall.   
 
The Table Rock Fork and the Copper Creek or South Fork are in close proximity to the 5700-acre Table 
Rock Wilderness Area, a real gem for northwest Oregon residents and visitors.  Eventually, the area has 
the potential to become a large continuous tract of old-growth forest, a rarity at low elevations in 
northwest Oregon.  The view of an ancient forest rising on one side of the steep river canyon will 
certainly enhance the scenic and recreational value for river users. 
 
Please consider including the upper two river segments of BLM land in your recommendation to the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission.  Molalla River Watch Watershed Council supports inclusion of 
the approximately one mile segment at the lower end of the study area which is not part of the federal 
Wild & Scenic proposal, unless there is strong opposition from private landowners. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bill Taylor, President 
Molalla River Watch Watershed Council 



Including the upper Molalla River as an Oregon State Scenic Waterway
Kathy Schaeffer [heres_ot@yahoo.com]
Sent:Monday, September 15, 2014 3:41 PM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Hello,

I am wri ng to support including the upper Molalla River as an Oregon State Scenic Waterway. The mee ng
will be held tomorrow night, 7 9 pm at the Molalla Public Library, 201 E. 5th St., Molalla, OR 97038. This is
an important opportunity to provide your support and comments about this designa on that includes
mostly public lands.

Thank you,
Kathleen Schae er

360 249-2052
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Molalla River
Jude Strader [jude@molalla.net]
Sent:Monday, September 22, 2014 6:09 PM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

To: Oregon Parks and Recrea on Department
Date: September 22, 2014
Re: Molalla River for designa on as an Oregon Scenic Waterway

To Whom it May Concern:

I encourage the Oregon Parks and Recrea on Department to designate a por on of the upper Molalla River as an
Oregon Scenic Waterway.

As a fourth genera on resident of the area, and, one who lives on the lower Molalla River, it’s exci ng to see all the
great work that’s been done to preserve the upper por on of the River.

The steadily increasing numbers of visitors that are taking advantage of all that it has to o er is impressive. I have
many friends from all over the metro region who have hiked, biked, rode horseback, shed, swam, kayaked, camped
and/or picnicked mul ple mes. And it’s always a des na on for family visi ng from out of state.

Lastly, I wish to commend the Molalla River Alliance for all its dedica on and ongoing hard work.

Sincerely,

Jude Strader and Family
Mulino, OR

503.829.9280
jude@molalla.net

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! An virus protec on is ac ve.

Molalla River https://mail.oregon.gov/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAADEV/t...

1 of 1 10/27/2014 3:35 PM



Molalla River
James Reed [reed12@web-ster.com]
Sent:Thursday, October 09, 2014 8:48 AM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

10/9/14

My name is James Reed my wife lived on the Molalla river with her grand parents off and
on her whole live . We dated during during some of that time and I always wondered why
the river the did not get more attention for what it was a beautiful river . It should
be set aside as one of Oregons natural wonders.
    James and Deloris Reed
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NEDC Comments on OPRD Consideration of State Scenic Waterway Designation
for the Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde Rivers
Dashiell Farewell [dfarewell@lclark.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2014 8:01 PM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Cc: Marla Nelson [msnelson@nedc.org]
Attachments:2014 10 15 NEDC OPRD Comme~1.pdf (146 KB)

To The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department:

Attached please find the Northwest Environmental Defense Center's (NEDC) comments on OPRD's recent
proposal in the 2014 Scenic Waterways Assessment to designate The Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde
rivers as Oregon State Scenic Waterways. NEDC appreciates your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

/s/ Dashiell Farewell
NEDC Law Student Volunteer
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NORTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE CENTER 

10015 S.W. Terwilliger Blvd., Portland, Oregon  97219 
Phone: (503) 768-6673  Fax: (503) 768-6671 

www.nedc.org 
 
 

 
 
 
October 15, 2014 
 
Submitted via email to scenic.waterways@oregon.gov 
 
Oregon Parks & Recreation Department 
Attn: 2014 Scenic Waterway Assessments 
725 Summer St. NE 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
 
Re: NEDC Comments on the Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation (OPRD) 
Consideration of State Scenic Waterway Designation for the Molalla, Chetco, and 
Grande Ronde Rivers 
 
  The Northwest Environmental Defense Center (“NEDC”) submits the following 
comments on the Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation’s (“OPRD”) 2014 Scenic 
Waterways Assessment, which considers designating the Molalla, Chetco, and Grande 
Ronde Rivers as State Scenic Waterways.  NEDC is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to protect the environment and natural resources of the Pacific Northwest.  
Given this mission, and the purpose of State Scenic Waterway designation to protect 
valuable waterways in Oregon, NEDC would strongly supports an OPRD decision to 
designate these three waterways as State Scenic Waterways, and NEDC encourages 
OPRD to do so. 
 

Comments   
 

I.  The proposed designations would further the purpose of the State Scenic 
Waterway Act. 

 
  The purpose of Oregon’s Scenic Waterway designation is to protect valuable 
waterways in Oregon.  The designation aims to strike a balance between protecting 
natural resources, preserving the scenic value of the rivers, and promoting recreational 
use and enjoyment.  NEDC supports these aims and as such supports OPRD’s proposal to 
designate the Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde rivers as State Scenic Waterways. 
 
  If approved, these Scenic Waterway designations would be the first such 
designations in 26 years.  These rivers are bountiful resources.  NEDC firmly believes 
OPRD should not only designate these three rivers as State Scenic Waterways, but that 
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those designations should only be the first of many.  A State Scenic Waterway 
designation provides strong protections to Oregon’s vibrant yet fragile river ecosystems 
that would otherwise be put in jeopardy by potential development and infrastructure 
projects both on, and around the rivers. 
 
  OPRD rarely designates rivers as State Scenic Waterways.  By increasing the 
number of these designations, OPRD would be taking a very positive step forward toward 
a more comprehensive environmental policy that achieves real impacts.  Designating 
rivers as State Scenic Waterways is good for the health and vitality of the bounteous and 
diverse ecosystem that thrives in and around the rivers.  It is also good economic policy 
because it encourages tourism and serves as excellent publicity for Oregon’s waterways.  
Finally, it is good for the reputation of the state more generally, demonstrating that 
Oregon takes seriously its role as steward of its river resources and the multitude of life 
those waterways support.  In short, it is sound policy to designate rivers as State Scenic 
Waterways.  OPRD has NEDC’s full support in proceeding not only with the three 
designations currently under consideration, but also with more designations in the future.  
 
II.  Designating these rivers under the State Scenic Waterway program will have 

meaningful impacts. 
 
  Oregon’s rivers, including the Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde, sustain dozens 
of species of fish, including Chinook salmon (Oregon’s State fish), steelhead trout, and 
mountain whitefish.  Birds include blue herons, egrets, and many species of ducks and 
geese rely on clean, well-preserved waterways for food, and build their nests on or near 
the banks.  Mule deer, elk, and bighorn sheep need the rivers for fresh drinking water. 
Many species of frogs, toads, and turtles live in and around the rivers as well.  Without 
adequate protections for the rivers, all of these species are put in jeopardy.  With a State 
Scenic Waterway designation, these species and their habitats are much more likely to 
thrive in those waterways.  This is good for the overall health and robustness of the 
environment.  These rivers are an invaluable, irreplaceable source of life, and their 
protection is essential to preserving Oregon’s biologically rich and diverse ecosystems. 
 
  Of course, the positive impacts of State Scenic Waterway designations for these 
rivers would extend to the many thousands of people who use and enjoy these rivers year 
round as well.  Nature enthusiasts, campers, hikers, boaters, fly fisherman, and 
birdwatchers would all be much more likely to visit the rivers, confident that Oregon is 
taking steps to preserve and protect the waterways.  This will allow for the most 
enjoyable and positive experience possible for visitors.  Those who already use and love 
the rivers will be confident that their enjoyment will continue for many years to come if 
they know the rivers are protected by a State Scenic Waterway designation.  
 
  Oregon is justifiably famous for its outdoor opportunities for locals and visitors 
alike, and for its vibrant and diverse ecosystems.  If OPRD wants to encourage and 
promote the use and enjoyment of the Oregon’s parks and outdoor recreational activities, 
both by Oregonians and by visitors from around the United States and around the world, 
NEDC is confident that designating the Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde rivers as 
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State Scenic Waterways would be a very beneficial step in achieving that direction. 
 

Conclusion 
 

In sum, it would be very beneficial for OPRD to designate the Molalla, Chetco, 
and Grande Ronde Rivers as State Scenic Waterways.  NEDC encourages and supports 
OPRD in proceeding with these designations.  OPRD has, up to this point, been reluctant 
to designate rivers as Scenic Waterways.  NEDC strongly encourages OPRD to change 
that stance, beginning with these three rivers.  By designating rivers as Scenic 
Waterways, OPRD will serve the state as whole.  These designations would have 
numerous beneficial results, from preserving and protecting the vibrant ecosystems that 
thrive within and around the rivers, to increasing tourism, to demonstrating that Oregon is 
a progressive advocate for environmental protection of its natural resources that other 
states can look to for guidance.  Not only would the ecosystems sustained by these rivers 
benefit immeasurably from a Scenic Waterway designation, but Oregon as a whole will 
benefit as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Dashiell Farwell 
Student Volunteer 
 
 



Support for Molalla River State Scenic Waterway Designation
Bill Bakke [bmbakke@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 5:42 AM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Attachments:9-23-14 LTR to State Park~1.docx (36 KB)

Please see the attached letter supporting designation of the Molalla River as a State Scenic Waterway

--
Bill Bakke
 ><((((º>`·.¸ .̧·´¯`·. .̧·´¯`·...¸><((((º> .̧
·´¯`·. .̧ , . .·´¯`·.. ><(((º>`·.¸·...¸><((((º>
“One lives with the ghosts of what was and the hunger for what could have been.”
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Native Fish Society 

221 Molalla Ave., Suite 100 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

503-496-0807 
bmbakke@gmail.com 

 
Conserving biological diversity of native fish and protecting wild populations 

 
 

September 23, 2014 

Jim Morgan, Stewardship Manager  
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
725 Summer Street NE, Ste C 
Salem, OR  97301-1271  

 

Subject: Molalla River Scenic Waterway Study 

 

Dear Mr. Morgan, 

 

The Native Fish Society wholeheartedly supports the designation of the Molalla River as a State Scenic 
Waterway and the proposals of the Molalla River Alliance (MRA) in its letter of September 16, 2014.   

The Molalla River is a unique and important watershed in the upper Willamette River for its recreational 
benefits and ecological value.  The State of Oregon now manages the river for recovery of wild winter 
steelhead, a threatened species protected through the federal Endangered Species Act.  Designation of the 
Molalla River as proposed along with recommendations by the MRA would improve protection for this 
species.  In addition, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is managing the Molalla River for wild 
native rainbow and cutthroat trout both of which would be provided increased benefit from a Scenic Waterway 
designation.   

The Molalla River is a beautiful and accessible place that attracts thousands of hours of recreational use and is 
an important ecological state asset for fish and wildlife.  Taken together, these important benefits would be 
enhanced and protected with a Scenic Waterway designation.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Bakke, Founder and Director of Conservation and Science 

 

 



Molalla River
aimeedavis_1@hotmail.com on behalf of Aimee 503-829-8328 [aimee@molalla.net]
Sent:Tuesday, September 23, 2014 3:53 PM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Per the Molalla Pioneer article requesting feedback and comments:

Please do Not include  the Molalla River as a state scenic waterway.

Thank you.

AIMEE DAVIS 
Oregon Realtor®/Principal Broker dba

FireflyRealEstate
503-829-8328
www.callAimee.net
Video Channel

Molalla River https://mail.oregon.gov/owa/?ae=Item&t=IPM.Note&id=RgAAAADEV/t...
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Proponent Email Campaign for the Chetco, Molalla 
and Grand Ronde Rivers 

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,  
 
I’d like to offer my support for the inclusion for the Molalla, Chetco and Grande Ronde rivers into 
Oregon’s network of Scenic Waterways. Each of these wild, free flowing watersheds are unique and 
precious public resources that deserve to be valued foremost for their outstanding aesthetic, 
recreational, and ecological benefits.  
 
The Molalla is one of only two free flowing rivers in the Upper Willamette watershed. Its emerald green 
waters flow out of the Table Rock Wilderness through a corridor of public land that is frequented year 
round by hikers, bikers, equestrians, rafters, kayakers and anglers. The river itself is home to a 
recovering population of threatened wild winter steelhead. These wild fish spawn and rear within much 
of the mainstem river captured within the ORPD’s currently proposed Scenic Waterway segment for the 
Molalla.   
 
The Chetco River is at the heart of Oregon’s Wild River Coast. Undammed and free flowing from its 
headwaters in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness to the Pacific, the Chetco’s rugged beauty, cold and clear 
water and abundant wild, native fish make it a destination for travelers from across the country and an 
invaluable community resource, right out the backdoor from Brookings, OR. I support the inclusion of all 
three segments listed in the planning maps, from the Chetco Gorge in segment one near the terminus of 
the National Wild and Scenic section, downstream through the South Fork Chetco confluence to Alfred 
Loeb State Park in segment three. Hikers, bikers, boaters and anglers seek out these segments of the 
Chetco for their remarkable beauty and recreational benefits. These parts of the river are also home to 
wild fall Chinook salmon, winter steelhead, searun cutthroat and threatened coho salmon.  
 
The Grande Ronde River is an iconic eastern Oregon watershed and a recreational focal point for 
Oregonians and outdoor enthusiasts. Flowing out of the Blue Mountains, the Grande Ronde’s cool and 
clean headwaters are enjoyed by rafters, hikers, hunters and anglers as well as the threatened 
populations of spring Chinook, steelhead and bull trout that call these streams home. I support the 
inclusion of all three segments listed in the planning maps, from Tony Vey Meadows, through the 
angling deadline at Meadow Creek in segment two, downstream to Hilgard State park in segment three. 
Each of these sections display the kind of exceptional recreational and aesthetic values Oregonians seek 
to protect and enjoy long into the future.  
 
I greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment on the OPRD’s 2014 Scenic Waterway Assessments. 
The Molalla, Chetco and Grande Ronde are truly among Oregon’s finest watersheds and their inclusion 
into Oregon’s network of Scenic Waterways would be the perfect way to reinvigorate a valuable state 
program.  
Warmly, 



Brad Lucas 
North Vancouver, BC 
V7m3m1 

Craig Langer 
Bend, Oregon 
97701 

John Gwin 
Boise, ID 
83702 

Charles B Hammerstad 
San Jose, California 
95120  

Ramsey Gregory 
Elk Grove, CA 
95758 

Auction Attendee Supporter! 
Ashland, Oregon 
97520 

Pierce Flynn 
San Marcos, California 
92078 

David Kalinowski 
Ashland, OR 
97520 

Barbara Bauer 
Ashland, OR 
97520 

Wild Fish Supporter! 
Oregon City, OR 
9704 
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Henry Carlile 
Portland, OR 
97202 

Stan Chesshir 
Portland, ORegon 
97201 

Charlie Cassagnol 
Santa Fe, NM 
87502 

David Charles Quinn 
Ocean Shores, WA 
98569 

Daniel McGinley 
Lake Oswego , Oregon 
97034 

Rob Hollander 
Bend, OR 
97701 

Jackson K Meadows 
Klamath Falls, Oregon 
97601 

John Appleton 
La Grande,, OR 
97850 

Jake Crawford 
Portland, Oregon 
97218 
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Howard M Stern 
Portland, OR 
97212 

Jon Lund 
Eugene, Oregon 
97401 

David Nay 
Myrtle Creek, Oregon 
97457 

Niall McCarthy 
Chicago, IL 
60622 

Jeff Evershed 
Lake Oswego, Oregon 
97034 

Jim Kelso 
Portland, OR 
97215 

James Wong 
San Francisco, CA 
94133 

Auction Attendee Supporter! 
Colton, Or 
97017 

Crystal Freeman 
Harrisburg, OR 
97446 

Sean young 
Hood River, Oregon 
97031 
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Charles Gehr 
Ashland, Or 
97520 

Joel La Follette 
West Linn, OR 
97068 

Daniel Hockett 
Tigard, Oregon 
97223 

Spragg Derek 
Vancouver, BC 
V6K 1J5 

Bruce Greene 
Portland, Oregon 
97214 

M. Steve Turner 
Ridgefield, WA 
98642 

Michael Aldridge 
Kerrville, TX 
78029 

Stephen P Starke 
San Rafael, CA 
94901 

Craig l stemmer 
highland beach, fl 
33487 
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Harry W Goertz 
San Jose, California 
95127 

Gene Trump 
Corvallis, OR 
97330 

River Steenson 
Portland, OR 
97222 

Fletcher Chouinard 
Ventura, CA 
93001 

Derek Yost 
Eugene, Oregon 
97408 

John M. Aronian III  M.D. 
Yorktown Heights, NY 

Steven Webb 
Springfield, Oregon 
97478 

Jeff Van Horn 
Portland, Oregon 
97217 

Robert Joseph Burch 
Coquille, Oregon 
97423-8509 
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Zach Lazzari 
Missoula, MT 
59801 

Barbara Anne Burke 
Crescent City, CA 
95531 

Dennis Jacobson 
San Jose, CA 
95123 

George widener 
Columbia falls, Montana,  
59912 

Dan Ellis 
Portland, Oregon 
97229 

Matthew Lund 
Dallas, OR 
97338 

Nan Robertson 
Lake Oswego, Oregon 
97034 

Gary Edward Mikesh 
West Vancouver, BC 
V&amp;V3K4 

Daisy Franzini 
Portland, OR 
97222 

Benjamin j valum 
Custer, Wa 
98240 
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Peter Murray, Wild Fish Supporter! 
Redmond, Oregon 
97756 

Jeffrey Martin 
Seattle, Wa 
98117 

Hilma Crowfoot 
Bend, Oregon 
97701 

Lawrence Peter Levine 
Glide, Or 
97443 

Bob Bumstead 
Eugene, Oregon 
97403 

Bruce Nelson 
Littleton, Co. 

Luke Kelly 
Seattle, WA 
98103 

Dave Lacey 
Gold Beach , OR 
97444 

Michael Jolliffe 
Portland, OR 
97204 

Adam Elson 
Ashland, OR 
97520 
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Dean Baxter 
Eugene, Oregon 
97404 

Garry Dale 
Athens, Georgia 
30601 

Jennifer Willis 
San Francisco, CA 
94117 

Tom Derry 
Molalla, Oregon 
97038 

MURRAY DEBATES 
SALEM, OR 
97304 

Constance Freeman 
Portland, Or 
98232 

Jennifer Griffith 
Woodside, NY 
11377 

John S. Luis 
San Jose, CA 
95129 

Daniel Pierce 
Parkdale, OR 
97041 

Dena Nickell 
gold beach, Oregon 
97444 



Proponent Email Campaign for the Chetco, Molalla 
and Grand Ronde Rivers 

 

Tom cheek 
Portland, Oregon 
97212 

Stephen Wagner 
Spokane, WA 
9921 

Dake Traphagen 
Bellingham, WA 
98227 

Nathan Hall 
Portland, Oregon 
97216 

Gary Abbott 
Bow, Washington 
98232 

Augusto D. Abellar 
Union City, CA 
94587 

Erin Hewitt 
Tigard, Oregon 
97223 

Jonathan Stumpf 
Seattle, WA 
98136 

John Weiss 
Brookings, OR 
97415 

Tom Calvanese 
Port Orford, Oregon 
97465 
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Kenneth Terrell 
Fredericksburg, Tx 
78624 

Mike Gabrion 
O'Fallon, MO 
63368 

Dale Greenley 
Myrtle Creek, OR 
9745 

Douglas Rohn 
Tucson, AZ 
85712 

Peter D. Ware 
Talent, Oregon 
97540 

Lon Otterby 
Marcola, OR 
97454 

Tim Knecht 
Portland, OR 
 97215 

DALE MADDEN 
MAUPIN, OR 
97037 

Terry L Kinser 
talent, OR 
97540 

Norman T. Baker, PhD 
Sequim, WA 
98382 
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Pewee Valley, KY 
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Daniel J. Bastian 
Bend, Oregon 
97701 

Laurence W. Taylor 
Gold Beach, OR 
97444 

Robert Sims 
Maupin, OR 
97037 

Ken Finney 
Portland, OR 
97215 

Dorothy Toppercer 
Portland, OR 
97202 

John larison 
Corvallis, OR 
97330 

Kathy Kinser 
Medford, Oregon 
97501 

Chris Conaty 
Portland, OR 
97213 
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Timothy Devine 
Hayward, CA 
94544-1126 

Scott Willison 
Bellingham, WA 
98229 

Steve Myers 
South beach, Oregon 
97366 

Michelle Epperson 
Eugene, OR 
97404 

Sean Armstrong 
Salem, OR 
97301 

Jason Grant 
Redmond, OR 
97756 

Steven S. Lent 
Beaverton, OR 
97007 

Jack  
Medford, OR 
97501 

Shawn Donnille 
Eugene, OR 
97405 

Dana Travers 
Medford, Oregon 
97501 
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Federal Way, WA 
98023 

Cole graves 
Santa Rosa, ca 
95409 

Dennis Biggins 
Hillsboro, OR 
97124 

Robert Parker 
Medford, Oregon 
97504-8501 

Raven Wing 
Princeton, OR 
97721 

Forrest Jones 
Hood River, OR 
97031 

Bruce skinner 
Portland, OR 
97202 

Ethan Barrow at Adventures Across Oregon LLC 
Banks, OR 
97106 

Glenn Short 
Sherman Oaks, CA 
91403 

Cameron Derbyshire 
Florence, OR 
97439 
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Caleb Lockyer 
Bend, Oregon 
97701 

McCain McMurray 
BOULDER, CO 
80304 

Richard Kelllogg 
Camp Sherman, OR 
97730 

Nathaniel Johnson 
Chicago, IL 
60622 

Kris Olson 
Salt Lake City, UT 
84103 

Eric Brentlinger 
Hood River, Oregon 
97031 

Peter Newell Zabriskie 
Ogdensburg, New York 
13669 

Eric Shoemaker 
Portland, OR 
97201 

Lori Cook 
Sandy, OR 
97055 

Thomas B. Parry III 
Boise, Idaho 
83704 
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DICK LAW 
WASHOUGAL, WA 
98671 

Brice Crayne 
Eugene, OR 
97402 

Jonathan McFarland 
PORTLAND, OREGON 
97206 

Patrick Dunham 
Pendleton, OR 
97801 

Mark Sherwood 
Brookings, Oregon 
97415 

Kavan Cronin 
Vancouver, BC 
v5w3b9 

Mary Duvall 
Clatskanie, OR 
97016 

William J McMillan 
Concrete, Washington 
98237 

James Stegemeyer 
Gresham, Oregon 
97080 

Yancy Lind 
Bend, Oregon 
97701 
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Tom Davis 
Sisters, Oregon 
97759 

Daniel Leonard Wise 
Salem, OR 
97302 

Moey Newbold 
Bend, Oregon 
97701 

Quinn Read 
Portland, Oregon 
97217 

Angela Crowley-Koch 
Portland, Oregon 
97209 

Jason Rolfe 
Seattle, WA 
98108 

Arthur Kayser 
Portland, Oregon 
97225 

Kirby Franklin 
San Jose, CA 
95130 

Stu Wood 
San Diego, CA 
92107 

Olaf Sweetman 
Newport, OR 
97365 
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Julie Cymore 
Ashland, OR 
9752 

Susan  GAyle Wilcox 
Port Orford, Oregon 
97465 

Francis Reedy 
Albany, Oregon 
97321 

Bradley Staples 
West Linn, Oregon 
97068 

Steven Klein  
Portland, Oregon 
97219 

Clay Newton 
Portland, Oregon 
97212 

Henry Newhouse 
Florence, Oregon 
97439 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX C 
 
 
Molalla River Scenic Waterway Study 
ONLINE SURVEY REPORT 

 
Data were obtained from a questionnaire (questionnaire is included at the end of this appendix) 
administered to any member of the general public interested in providing comments to the Oregon 
Parks and Recreation Department on the potential addition of the Molalla River segment (from the 
confluence of Table Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) to the State Scenic Waterway System. Those 
interested in providing comments were directed to complete the questionnaire on the Survey 
Monkey internet website (http://www.surveymonkey.com/) during a period from August 20 to 
October 15, 2014. The total number of completed surveys was 33. Survey results are not 
generalizable to any larger population, but simply a method to provide those unable to attend a 
public meeting the opportunity for public comment. 
 
Results 
 
The first question asked for the respondent’s zip code. Table 1 shows that 94% of respondents lived 
in Oregon, 3% resided in California, and 3% were from Idaho. Among respondents, 33% were from 
Multnomah County, 24% lived in Clackamas County, 6% in Benton County, 6% in Deschutes County, 
6% in Linn County and 6% from Marion County.  
 
Table 1.  Respondent location of residence 
 

State Percent 
Oregon 94 
California 3 
Idaho 3 

Oregon County  
Multnomah 33 
Clackamas 24 
Benton 6 
Deschutes 6 
Linn 6 
Marion 6 
Columbia 3 
Douglas 3 
Lane 3 

 
The next question asked respondents if they support or oppose the addition of the Molalla River 
segment (from the confluence of Table Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) to the Oregon State Scenic 
Waterway program. The majority (94%) of respondents supported the proposed Scenic Waterway 
corridor addition, while 6% opposed the addition (Table 2). 
 



Table 2.  Support for proposed Molalla River corridor Scenic Waterway addition 
 

 Percent 
Support 94 
Oppose 6 

 
The remainder of the report includes verbatim open ended responses to a number of questions 
related to the potential addition of the Molalla River segment (from the confluence of Table Rock 
Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) to the State Scenic Waterway System. 
 
Open-Ended Comments 
 
What is your primary interest in the Molalla River pilot study Scenic Waterway proposal? 
 

Citizen. 
The protection of water quality and especially in regard to the preservation of wild native fish 
species. 
I would like to see more SW designations statewide. 
I want to keep the whitewater free flowing for the fish and other wildlife that naturally inhabit the 
river. I also want to keep the river available for boaters from around the world. 
Fishing. 
I am a whitewater boater. 
Paddling. 
Protecting wild Steelhead populations from habitat loss. 
Rafting. 
Recreation, scenic. 
Native fish runs. 
Recreational kayaking. 
Access to whitewater rafting, wildlife conservation, and fish habitat. 
Whitewater river use. 
Helping to maintain clean wilderness and waterways to enjoy for as long as possible. 
Whitewater kayaking. 
Whitewater paddling. 
Canoeing and kayaking. 
I have rafted sections of the river in the past and it is a beautiful river corridor. 
I have paddled the Molalla River in a kayak and appreciate the tranquility and clear, blue water.  I 
hope that it remains this pristine and preserves its "remote" character. 
I am a whitewater kayaker that frequents the Molalla River at least 6 times a year. 
I am interested in seeing this river remaining to be free (w/out dams) and protected as a public 
water way. My interest in this is primarily as a white water kayaker that has kayaked this river, it’s 
beautiful and its beauty should be maintained. 
Recreational user of the Molalla River (kayaker). 
I paddle many of the whitewater sections of the Molalla River during the rainy months. 
I am a property owner near the project area and frequent user (recreation) of the Molalla River 
Corridor.  Further I am an ecologist by profession and interested in the study and preservation of 
free-flowing streams in the Willamette River Basin. 
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I like the idea of protecting this river. 
We live near the Molalla River proposed Scenic Waterway and would like to use it more, but in the 
summer it is heavily used and very crowded.  The heavy use it has during the summer limits how 
much we use it in our own efforts to reduce use impacts. 
It is where my drinking water comes from. 
Fishing. 
I'm keenly interested in improving rivers and streams throughout Oregon and especially in proximity 
to the Portland metro area for their natural resource and recreational values because these are 
essential to long-term economic development.  State Scenic River Designation is the best way to 
accomplish these goals. 
We live on the Molalla River and enjoy the beauty and nature of the area, we want to protect it. 
Protecting and enhancing salmonid habitat, ensuring clean drinking water for residents of the 
region, recovering wild salmonid populations, and encouraging low-impact recreational use of the 
scenic waterway. 
My family has property along Dickey Prairie road above Glen Avon Bridge. 

 
Please state why you support of oppose the Molalla River pilot study Scenic Waterway proposal? 
 

I have spent some very quality time on the Molalla River.  It is a beautiful place and hopefully it will 
be that and perhaps even more for my grandchildren. 
The Molalla River is a beloved river and it deserves protection against development pressures. 
I want to keep the habitat undisturbed for the creatures that inhabit and utilize the area. 
Limits use. 
This is a beautiful section of river that I have run before. It deserves protection as a scenic 
waterway. 
This section of the Molalla is a beautiful (scenic) section of river that has a considerable wild 
character.  The water is clean and clear; the banks are intact, and there's good fish habitat.  A 
secondary interest is angling. 
Protecting Wild Steelhead populations from habitat loss. 
Most of the rivers I float are classified as wild and scenic.  Although it is not as wild as the Illinois or 
as scenic as the Owyhee, I would compare the Molalla to the Clackamas or the North Umpqua River.  
It's a great river and definitely deserves protection. 
I fished with my father in sections of this area.  I remember seeing dirty camp sites, garbage, 
burned-out car bodies, etc. in this area and felt such activity needed to be regulated or stopped.  
Recently my family has hiked the area - it is much improved from my memory, but could use more 
attention.  We have done litter pick-up. 
Need to restore more wild fish runs. 
There are very few free-flowing rivers left, and we should protect those we can. 
I support keeping industry in check and keeping a few treasures off limits to corporate financial gain. 
Protection of a beautiful natural resource for future generations to enjoy.  The intermediate 
difficulty level and quantity of quality whitewater make it very accessible to a large number of 
paddlers. 
This section of the Molalla is one of the most scenic stretches of river with great recreation access 
for all kinds of recreation. It is highly important that we protect and fund these types of places so 
that future generations can enjoy them as we have. 
The Molalla River is a wild and scenic river close to the Metro area that offers exceptional boating, 
fishing, and hiking opportunities. 
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Support for the scenic and water quality and recreational boating. 
The Molalla is a gem of a river.  I support the protection of its water quality and the ability to float 
its rapids and calm pools. 
I support the Scenic Waterway because it a beautiful river and I do not want to see it exploited. 
Support. 
Keep the view-shed pristine. 
This is a beautiful, undeveloped river and it should be preserved for generations of paddlers, 
fishermen, and those that love to hike near rivers. 
See above regarding my primary interest in the Molalla River. 
Environmental consciousness. 
We oppose this because we feel there are enough protections on the Molalla River without adding 
the Oregon Scenic Waterway designation.  This area also needs to be properly managed from a 
timber perspective to maintain healthy forests that will reduce the risk for catastrophic wild fires.  
There is a risk that the Oregon Scenic Waterway Program will have a direct negative effect on 
proper timber management. 
Healthy maintained water source should increase my chances of viable drinking water. 
The Scenic Waterway program helps protect the quality and accessibility of our waterways. 
This is a spectacular area.  The addition will enhance protection and conservation while bringing 
increased recreational economic development opportunities to the area. 
Because I see my above listed interests as likely being addressed wholly or in part by the inclusion of 
the described section of the Molalla in the OSSW program. 
It is a scenic area and needs to be protected from pollution and over development. 

 
What benefits do you see if the Molalla River segments were added to the Oregon State Scenic 
Waterway program? 
 

The river as an ecosystem will undoubtedly benefit from greater protection.  This program will 
especially benefit water quality and fish habitat. 
The river is scenic and supports recreation. 
None. 
Protection of the riverine ecosystem including the river itself, riparian areas, and the resources that 
depend on both. Continued access for whitewater enthusiasts. 
Oregon would be a better place to live and visit.  River access for recreation could be prioritized. 
Better habitat for wild steelhead. 
I would hope the water quality would improve. 
Addition to the pride of this State as well as my personal satisfaction. 
River access, fish habitat, tourism, recreation. 
Cleaner water, better fishing and kayaking and tourist potential. 
Increased protection of a beautiful section of river. 
Preservation. 
Preserves the river's relatively wild character from encroaching logging, development, and other 
compromising activities.  Increases the attractiveness of the river corridor, attracting more low-
impact users, thereby enhancing the local tourism economy. 
Increased water quality, fisheries, other wildlife and recreational uses. 
It is a convenient river that feels remote, like a wilderness area close to a larger population center.  I 
believe that if others have the opportunity to float or fish on the Molalla, they will learn to 
appreciate our fresh water resources more and in turn conserve more water. 
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It is protected! 
It would insure that it would be wild and open to kayaking and fishing w/out disturbances (e.g. dams 
or other development) that would destroy its beauty and habitat (plants, animals, fish) and water 
quality. 
Preserve it from development and from activities that could compromise water quality, such as 
logging. 
Greater protection for a relatively natural large stream system and its native fish and riparian 
habitat. 
Keeping it clean and improved to enhance wildlife, making it a nicer place to visit. 
None. 
I think there would be better water quality, less chance of pollutants from man and industry, less 
chance of a water shortage due to misuse of the river. 
Maintaining and improving the quality of the waterway.  Raising awareness. 
Increased recreational and economic development opportunities. 
Hopefully continuation of improvements along the corridor as we enjoy hiking in the area. 
Protected wild salmonid habitat, clean drinking water, enhanced recreation and greater regional 
economic benefits from increased recreational dollars spent following the area's improved visibility 
and reputation resulting from the new OSSW status. 
It is a precious water resource and if brought into the scenic waterways program it will be provided 
with some oversight in that requests must be made to the parks and recreation department before 
certain detrimental activities can take place. 

 
What problems do you see if the Molalla River segments were added to the Oregon State Scenic 
Waterway program? 
 

Change is always difficult. Remember that the opponents will benefit just as much as the 
proponents. 
None. 
Ending of opportunity in the form of reduced or eliminated hatchery raised fish. 
None. 
I don't see any. 
None. 
None. 
Some folks may feel deprived of an opportunity to use the river and its banks for parties or other 
polluting activities. 
Logging, mining, other forest exports for financial gain. 
It doesn't extend far enough upstream.  Table rock fork and the copper creek fork are spectacular as 
well. 
None. 
Possible opposition of local community due to restrictions on motorized use of this area? 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
I don't see any problems, only advantages. 
My perception is that this type of designation often comes with greater management costs which 
will likely be passed on in some way to those who recreate there. This could potentially limit access 
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to those who currently use the river in low impact ways. Especially if the designation would limit 
access to the area (i.e., reduction in open roads and/or trails). 
None. 
This program has the potential to increase the number of people using this area that is probably 
being used to its maximum capacity now.  There is also the issue of proper timber management that 
could be further restricted.  The area is already in serious need of thinning and fuel reduction to 
maintain a healthy forest and habitat for the various species that live in the forest.  A burned forest 
kills animals that cannot escape and reduces the habitat available for those who do escape the fire.  
This places added ecological stress on the surrounding areas that did not burn as more animals 
compete for the limited food supply. 
I can't see any problems. 
None. 
There must be minimal funding to maintain the area, remove liter, etc.  There is also the risk that 
the designation will increase attention and visit and thereby degrade fish habitat. 
I am aware of no problems created by enacting this proposal. 
Detrimental activities can still occur. 

 
What are the outstanding features/characteristics of the Molalla River segment? 
 

Pristine waterway with a healthy and viable wild fish population. 
Scenic, recreation, fish and wildlife. 
Free flowing, natural river flesh, changing course dependent on Mother Nature. 
Free-flowing and pristine river. Fish and wildlife. Recreational opportunities. 
Beautiful clear water cascading over drops with intact riparian forest.  Just a fantastic place to visit. 
Great spawning habitat. 
The three bears section is a fun stretch of river for rafts and kayaks. It is exciting without being too 
dangerous. From water level you feel removed from the road and have small canyon walls with 
interesting geology. 
It is unique in its limited access portals.  Persons passing through the area to upper watershed hiking 
and recreational opportunities could, if the segment is designated as proposed, pass through a more 
nearly pristine area thus adding significantly to their outdoor experience.  Further, the segment is 
currently vulnerable due to lack of patrols to limit garbage dumping and other polluting activities.  
Such control resulting from the proposed designation could help the situation in the segment and 
the resulting downstream consequences significantly. 
Native steelhead, recreation. 
Astounding geologic features unique to anywhere in Oregon, great whitewater, beautiful forests. 
Great whitewater, amazing scenery, great fishing, good camping, hiking, mountain biking. 
Beautiful river features - rock formations, constrictions in the waterway, vegetation, water quality. 
Scenic and recreational and water quality. 
Clear, blue water. 
Rock features 
An awesome 3+/4- class pristine white water river in the Willamette valley through beautiful 
vegetation and basalt canyons. Off the beaten path –it’s a true wilderness experience, yet close to 
the cities of Salem, Corvallis and Portland for kayak enthusiast as well as fishermen/women. 
Excellent range of rapids for whitewater recreation--a sport that brings tourist dollars and paddler 
dollars to the local area. Beautiful basalt canyons. Great water quality. 
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Excellent in-stream fish habitat and stream structure that contribute to clean water.  Great and 
accessible example of western Cascade geology.  Excellent access for low-impact recreation (fishing, 
swimming, kayaking, bird watching, etc.) 
No comment. 
It is beautiful area with lots of recreational opportunities that is being heavily used now. 
A home for returning fish. 
Proximity to Portland.  The number of creeks that intersect with the river system. 
Beauty, natural, wild. 
Natural beauty and important spawning and juvenile salmonid habitat. 
That section of the river is in a fairly unpopulated area that supports fish and other wildlife, some 
old trees and stands of timber...some real natural habitat, which should be protected. 

 
Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the potential addition of the Molalla River 
segments to the Oregon State Scenic Waterway program? 
 

Should also include fishing regulations to include single barbless hooks and no bait along with no 
wild fish kill. 
As much as I'd like to secure the beauty, I do not like limiting use in any way. 
I sincerely hope this segment gets added to the Scenic Waterway program. 
As Oregonians, what took us so long to consider it? 
This should be done while it is still possible to do so.  20, 50 or more years from now, there will be 
vastly increased demand for such areas but much reduced opportunity to accomplish.  Thus better 
now than later. 
Please protect this section of river! 
I would like to see the Table Rock Fork and the Copper Creek Fork added to the Molalla Scenic 
Waterway. 
No, thank you. 
It an easier Class III river that any competent kayaker or rafter can enjoy. 
Please add it. This is an outstanding river close to an urban area and it deserves preservation for 
recreation. 
This is a very BIG mistake. 
No. 
This is a gem of a place with a strong local constituency who seem very able to be sustain their 
stewardship activities for the long run. 
No. 
Do it. 
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Survey Questionnaire 
 
Molalla River Segment Scenic Waterway Public Input 

A citizen’s initiative created the Oregon Scenic Waterways System, which currently includes 
approximately 1,150 miles on 20 waterways. The program protects designated waterbodies and 
adjacent lands that possess outstanding scenic, fish, wildlife, geological, botanical, historic, 
archaeological, and outdoor recreation values. It preserves the waterbodies in a natural free-
flowing condition, preserves scenic and esthetic qualities, and protects water quality and quantity 
at a level necessary for recreation, fish, and wildlife.  
 
The governor has directed the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) to evaluate 
potential additions to the Oregon Scenic Waterways System. In 2014, OPRD assembled a scenic 
waterway task force to prioritized rivers for potential addition to the system. Based on task force 
input, the Molalla River segment, from the confluence of Table Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge, has 
been selected by the department for a pilot study to determine suitability for designation. 
 

 
 
This survey is part of the public outreach process for gathering comments on the potential addition 
of the Molalla River segment (from the confluence of Table Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) to the 
State Scenic Waterway System.  
 
Question 1: What is your residence zip code? _________ 
 
Question 2: What is your primary interest in the Molalla River pilot study Scenic Waterway 
proposal? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 | P a g e



Question 3: Do you support or oppose the addition of the Molalla River segment (from the 
confluence of Table Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) to the Oregon State Scenic Waterway program 
(check one)? 
 

  Support - Why do you support?____________________________ 
  Oppose – Why do you oppose? ____________________________ 

 

 
 
Question 4: What benefits do you see if the Molalla River segment (from the confluence of Table 
Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) was added to the Oregon State Scenic Waterway program?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 5: What problems do you see if the Molalla River segment (from the confluence of Table 
Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge) was added to the Oregon State Scenic Waterway program?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question 6: What are the outstanding features/characteristics of the Molalla River segment (from 
the confluence of Table Rock Fork to Glen Avon Bridge)?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question 7: Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the potential addition of the 
Molalla River segment to the Oregon State Scenic Waterway program?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for your input! 
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