
The existing pedestrian bridge over the creek will be 
rebuilt about 40 feet downstream. There will be a 
mulch path to access the bridge. Many environmental 
education programs visit this site to study stream 
health and water quality.  

Riffles

Log Jams

We'll add river gravel to build up the eroded 
stream bed over time at strategic locations, 
creating riffles. During high rain events, the 
displaced river can then overflow its banks 
onto its historic floodplain, keeping a little 
more water on-site and less heading 
toward downstream homes and roads.

We'll add some clusters of logs, known as 
log jams, to imitate fallen trees in the water. 
This will slow flows and improve habitat for 
fish and and other small water creatures, 
giving them cover to hide from predators, 
and attracting the insects they eat. Wattles act as filters 

to trap sediments churned 
up during rain. They may look a 
little like foam pool noodles, but they’re 
tan and made of natural fibers. Wattles filter 
and clean running water, making it more habitable 
for fish and other wildlife.

Mini-hills and valleys, sometimes called hummocks 
and hollows, are an important part of the flood plain. 
We’ll excavate to add this irregular topography, which 
holds more water on site and provides habitat for a 
variety of plants.

Standing snags are logs driven into the ground and stick up 
vertically above the water. They make great hangouts for birds.
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After the stream work, there will be maintained pedestrian 
access on the existing paved access road, gravel maintenance 
road, and some new mulched maintenance roads. 
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For more information, contact: Gail Shaloum Natural Resource Scientist Clackamas Water Environment Services 
503-793-4264  |  GShaloum@clackamas.us
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3-Creeks Natural Area Floodplain Enhancement Project Stream Restoration Coming in 2025! 
Stream restoration work is expected at 3-Creeks Natural Area from summer 2025 to fall 2025, with planting to follow in winter 2025 to spring 2026. 
We’ll be raising the stream bed and addressing bank erosion. This map shows our restoration approach for stream health and improved habitat. 

Summer 2024

To learn more, visit the 
project website: 
clackamas.us/wes/3-creeks


